
&nr-ruatr ffimverffiffimse and AecountabifiEty Keturm 2S22123 Fcrrn 3

Ts be complet*d *nly by L*c*i Cmuruclfis, Enternal *ralnmge ffioends and othen srxa[Eer
authsrities" w&ter* ti"re high*r *f gn*s* lr:e*ri:* er gr#ss *xpemdEtur€ wfrs fi*5,*S* ar l*ss,
thst meet the quallftrrEng *ritenia, and tl"rat wish t* *KRT[ FY theffiselves as EXEIUIFT freimr

a Ifrmited assur&m&e review

#*":!dam** n*tes on seffilpletirtg Fm*'m 2 *f the &mnual ffi*ryernamce and
A**ount*fu iE*ty ffieturr: 3*X*ift 3

1. Every smailer authority in England lvhere the higher cf gross income or gross expet"rditure was [25,0il0
or les* must, after the end of each financial year, eomplete Form 2 of the Annual Gcvernance and
Accountability Retur"n in accordance with Praper Fracflces, unless the authority;

ai does not meet the qualifying criteria for exemptiCIn, or

b) does not wish to certify itself as *xempi

2. Smalier autirarities v;here the higher r:f mll Eross annual inconre or gross annual expenditure does not
exceed 925,fi00 and thai meei the qualifying criteria as set r:ut in the Certificate of Exempticn are able
to de*lare thernsetrves exennpt from sending the completed Annual Governance and Accountability
R*turn tr: th* external auditor for a limit*d assurance review provided the authority connpletes:

a) The Certiticatc of Exernption, page 3 and returns a copy of it to the external auditor either by ernail
or by post (not both) no later than 30 June 2023. Failure to rlo so will result in reminder letter(s) for
which the Authority will be eharged [40 +VAl'for each ietter; and

b) The Annual Gevernance and Aeeeuntability Return {Fornn 2} which is rnade up of:

" &mnuaE fir'rternafl&udit Rep*rt {pagc 4} must be conrpleteei by the authority's internal auditor.

" Sectfreru t * &nnual Gsvernanee Statement {page 5i must be con-lpleted and approved by the authority.

" $ectlc,n * * A*eountimg Statenmem{s {page 6} must be cornpleted and approved by the authority.
NSTE: Autlrorities certifying then'lselve$ as exempt SHct"lLn NOT send the eompleted Annual
Governance ar:d Aecountahility Return to the external auditor.

3. The authority t'nust approve Seetion 1 Annual Governance Statement before approving $ection 2

Accaunting Statements and both rnust be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
befsre t July 2423"

Fu bf, i**t{*t't ffi*qa: ir*Ements
Smaller auth*rities must publish various documents an a publicly available website as required by the
Accounts and Audit ltegulations 2015, the Local Audit {$maller Authorities) Regulaticns 2015 and the
Transparency Code for Snraller Authorities. These include:

' Centiflcate of Hxen"lp*i*n. naEe 3
n &mnual lnterna! Audit Repcrt ASflA/33, nag* 4
* $*ct8on t * &mruual Gov*rnaru*e $taten':ent 3fi22/33, pag* 5
, $ectiCI': 3 * Acr:*ur"lting $t*t*ments 2*€8133, page 6

" Analysis *f variance*
. H*nk rec*ncrli*titn
' fii*tire *f th* period for th* *x*rcise *f pubfic rights and cther inf*rrnatierr"r r*quir*d il.v fregulatiori 15 (2i,

Ace*u;-rts ar"rrJ Audit R*gulati*n* If,i15.

Limtited Assurmn*e K*v&*w
Any smaller authr.:rity may request a limited assurance review. lf so, ihe authority should not certify itself as
exernpt or canrplete the Cefiificate of Exemption. Instead it should complete Form 3 of the AGAR 2*22123
and return it to the externai auditor together with the supporting docuntentation requested by the external
auditor" The cost to the authority for the review will be €2{0 +VAT.

Prc.rvided that the authcrity certifies itself as exen'rpt, anrl con':pl*tes ancl puhiishes ihe clecunrents iisted
under 'Publication Requirenrents', there is no requirement for the authority to have a review.

Annr,ral Gov*rnance and Accountability Return 2fi22,23 Fornr 2
I nnal Cnrrncils. Iniernal t,lrainacle Bt"l*r'ris and other.\rnaller Al;thi-:rities

a

Suid*nc# nst*s *n frsmpE*ting F*rm * of th* Annuafl &ovennailce emd

&c*suntafuEBity ffieturn {eGeR} **fr*/trS, Sectims"rs { amd 2

Arr autharity that wishes to cJeclare itself exempt frr:m the requirement for a iimited as$urance review must
do so al a rneeting of the authnrity after 3"1 March 2023. it shauld not subrnit its Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor. l'{owever, as part of a more proportionate regime, the authority
must comply with the requirernents cf the Transparency Ccde far Snraller Authorities.

The Certificate of Exemption must be return*d tc the external auditor no later than 3S Jur"le 2023. Reminder
letters wili incur a cirarge of f40 +VAT for each letter.

The authority rnuat compiy l..,,ith Proper Pracfires in compieting Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR and the
Certificate of Exernption. Proper Practices are feund rn the Pracfificners' Guicle* which is updated frorn
tirne ta time and contains everything needsd to prepare successfuliy for the financial year-end.

The authority should receive and nate the Annr:ai Internai Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance $tatement and tho accounts"

The Annual Go',,ernance Statenient iSectir:n 1) must be arproved on the sarne day or befcre th* Accounting
Statements i$ectiun 2) and evidenced by the agenda or rninute references

The Responsible Financial Officer (RfAi must certifSr the accounts {Section 2} before they are presente<J

to the author"ity far approval. The authority rnust in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

The RFO is required io comrnence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the
AGAR approval.

Make sure thai rhe AGAR is complete {no hlghlighted boxes left enrptyi, and is propcrly siEneci anr: date<j.

Any amendments nrust be apprcvecl by the authority afid properly initialled.

Use the checklist pr"ovided below to review the AGAR for completeness at the meeting at which it is signed off.

You mu*t inform y*ur external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsihle Financial Officer or
e hairman, and provide relevant ar"rthcrity owned generic emai! addresses and teleBhone numbers.

The ar"rthority musi publish numerical and narrative explanatians for significant variances in the accounting
stalements on pese 6. Guidance is pr"oviciei in the Pracfltt*nars'Guide* which rnay assist.

iv4ake sure that the accounting staternents add up and the balance carried for*rard fronr the previous year
(Bcrx 7 *f 2A22) equals the balance brought faruvard in the current year (B*x 1 of 2023).

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the autharity, rnust set the commencement date for the
exereise of pul:lic ;'ights af 30 consecutive ivorking clays r,vhieh must include the first ten working ciays of July.

The authority n'lust publish, on the arithr:ritylvebsiteiwei:page, the information required by Regulati*n 15 {2),
Accounts and Audit Regulaticns 2015, inch-rding the period for the exercise of public rights and the nan:e and
address of the external auditor before t July 2023.

Annual Gov*rnance and Accountability Return 2A22123 Fornr 2
I ncal Cnilncils, lnternal Drainaoe Boarrls and other SmallerArrthorities

All sections h{ave all highligntec Lroxes have been ccmpleted? ;{4
Have the dates set fr:r the period for the exercise of public rights be*n published?

lnternalAudit Repofi l-lave all highlighte<I baxeg been compieted bythe internai auditorand explanations proviclerl?

Section 1 Forany statemenitowhich the response is'no', isan explanation a'railabie forpublication? t;ir!,;

$ection 2 t-las the Responsibie Financial Officer signed ihe aceounting statements before
presentation tcr the authot"ity for approval?

Has the authority's apprnval of the accounting statements been canfirmed hry

the signaiure of the Chalrnran of tire apprr:,ral rneeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reccnciliatian as at 31 March ?fi23 been reconciled to Box 8? ,.trt
ls an expianation of any elifference hetween Br:x 7 and Box I available, should
a question be raised by a local elector and/oi- an interesled part'y'?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds - have ail disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing irustee? {Local Councils anty)

{,..'.:.

*far a camplete list af badies that may be smaller aulhorilles refer ia schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accauntability Act 2014.
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emrtifi*ate *f Exernpti*n * AGAR ?*2P/23 F*rrm 2

Tr he c*rnpieted hy smaller suthoritien where the higher of gro*s inc*rne *r #rCI$s expenditure
did not exceed fl:s,fiilt1 in the yeer ef a*e*unt encjeel 31 March ?il?3, ancl that wish to centify

ihen-lselves &$ exeffipt fr*m e lirnit*rJ frssurfinfie r*view ur.:ci*r Secii*n * *f the L*eai Audit

{$rnaller Authoriti**i R*gulations 2*'t 5

There is no requirement io have a limited assurance review or to subniit an Annuai Governance and

Accountability Return to the external auditcr, provlded that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a
meeting of the ar"rthority after 31 lt"4arch 2fr23 and a completed Certificate of Exenrption is submitted no later
than 30 June 2023 noiifying the externai auditor.

Whaiton Parish Council, Northumberland

certifies that during the financia I year 2l221?3,the higher c{ the authority's total grriss income for the year or
tota! gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed e25,0$0

t4  
^1-Total annual gross income for the airtlrcrlty 2A22123: f 10,675 '

Totalannualgrossexpenditurefortheauthority2a22i23:f5,615

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, sc that a limiied
ass,-lranoe review will stitf L:e required. lf an authority is unabie to confirrn the staterments balow then [t
cannot certlfy itself as exempt and it must submit the eompleted Annrial Gevernance and Accountability Return

Form 3 to the external ar.rditor to undertake a limited assurance review for whieh a fee of €200 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Hxemption yoLI are,confirming that:

" The authority was in existence on 1st April 2019

" ln relaticn to the preceding financial year {2A211?2},lhe external auditor has not:

" issuecJ a p,:blic interest report in respect of the authority or any eniity connected wiih it
. made a statutory recommeRdatlon tc the authority, reiating to the authoriiy or any entity connc*ted with ii
, issued an advisory notice under par"agraph 1(1) of Schedule I tm the Loeai Auclit ancl Accountability Act

2014 ("theAct"), and has notir,rithdrawn lhe notice
* commenced juclicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act

" made an application under section 28{ 1 ) of the Act for a declaration that an iten'i of account is unlawful,
and the application has not bcen withdrawn nor has the court refused to *rake the declaration

' The court has not declared an item of aceor.rnt unlawful after a oerson rnad* an appeal under seetion 28{3) cf the Act.

lf the above $taternents apply and the autharity ne ither received grcss income, nor incurred gross expenditu;'*,
exceeding f25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy suhmitted to the external auditor
eithen by email or by post (not both).

The Annual lnternal Audit Report, Annual Governance Staternent, Aceounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information reqriired by Regulation 'tr5 {2}, Accounts and Audit
Regulation* 2015 including the period f*rthe exercise of public rights stili need ta befully completed and,

along with a copy of this eertificate, puhlished on the authority websitelwebpage" i:efore 1 J::Jy 2423"

Signing tlris centifieate confirms the authority wili cornply with the purblication requirements.

i-rle Financial Officer Uate I confirm that this Certificate of
Exempiion was approved by this
aLiihnrity on thls date:

as recoi'ded in rlinuie reference:

A*nual Intanrfil Audit R*p l f,t2s

: il::;l': r;."r.:i:l ;, ;,.,:-,,:. i.; ;11 1:r,'1 : '

:., ,r. ._,:.. ;.-:. -::'ra.-:.:.:_rj,.rr :t1.a .:.,-._ , .. -

,i)r-,i :i,r -i-, :r i-irj-.r!,-rr.. i.,. -,1

:: i -,-. :" ": : ' -: .:, ' :: :a :: .-:

.

Date

1;,fll0512.fi23

1,,4/0512A23
. ,: .: , tt,tt\ ,t::.:t)'.it,t,:.ta. . :l

Telephone number

0'1670 825182

*Pi-ri:iisheci weh adclress

https:/lnorthu

ONLY this Sertificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
bath) a$ soon as po$sible after eertification tCI your external auditCIr, but no later than 30
June 2S23. Rerninder letters fon late submission will incur a charge of f,4$ + VAA

Annual Gov*rnance and Accountability Return 2022123 Form 2
I ncal Cnuncils. lnternal Drainaoe Bi-rards and ntlrer Snnaller Arrthnrities

l*irtii:i_iri*":ll*

S" Yhi* *uiherity ussess*d thp *igniflaarrt risk* t* **hieving iis *kjs*tivs€ eud r*qri*w d ti:e a$eq*acy
*f *ns*&*ryt$flt$ tS ft"t#i?fiSe {hes*,
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l*, "l'fue asth'*riiy has *cmpiied ?iith tl:€ Flihii$eti*rc r*'1r*ircmefii$ f*r ?*?1,{*? AfiAR
lseeAGAft Page i Guiclance Notesl.
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1. \r'Je have put in place af!"angements fcr effectirre finanr:iai
managerrrent during the ;;ear, and for the pl'eparalion af
the aceoiltlting statement$.

prepared it$ accounting slirlernanis in accardance
will'r llte Accounts ant! Aitait Regulatians.

?. \fue marntaineil an a{iequate si/stem of internai control
inciuding m€asLires designed lo pfe'r'ent and detecl l!-aud

and corrupiion and reviewed its eifecti';eness.

rnade {)raper arra ii!.le menis and acceS:teri resptttt si bi! iiii
fot safeguartlitig ih* pubie maney antl resaurces ifi
its charge.

3. We icok- nil reasr:nable st€ps ts assure cltrseives
that there are no r''i'latlers of actuai or polential

nen-con-lpiiance with iaws, i"e.quiations and Froper
Practices ihai could hav'e a significani linancial effect
on the ability of this authotity to ccnduct its

business or ffre116ge its financ+s.

:rl::a : '
.,,:::aa | '-,:

l;.y';,",.,

has oniy clane v'that il has lhe legal power to da and has
complieti with Proper Practices iii daing so.

4" We provided proper opportunity during tlie year for
the exei-cise r:f elector"s' r;ghis iil accorCance.,vlth tlre
i'equiretrents r-if the Acci:urris and Audit Regulaticris.

dttring the'y'ear gave all persans interested lhe apparturiitlt !(i
,spcul quesl,ur

5. lnJe carried oili an assessnlent of the risks facin6 this
authority and lock appropriate iiteps to manage those
r-isks, irrc!ueiing iire introiiuctiorr r:f internai contrcls anr:lor
ey.ternal I rsuiance (:over whe[e Iec]uireii.

i€n il:

r:nnsitiered and dcu;mented ihe iinancial anri ather risks lt
faces and deali with them praperly.

6. \Ue marntainei ilrrcughout the ;,es1-an aclequate anri
effective syr:,tem of internal audi'i. of the accounting
records anii <;ontroi syst.Jrn$"

arranged for e r:rsmpeten! person, rndepender:f of the financial
contrci-\ and prccedures. to give an cttsjective view ofi whelllet
irrternal cantrrsis meet the fieeCs of fhis smailer aLithorit.y.

7. We tcok approp!1ate action on ail matiers raiseC

irr repoits {rorrt itrternal anC external ar;rJit.

respor,'Ced ta ftlatters brrsugh! ta its attentian by interrtal and
external audit.

E. Vite considered ii;hether any iitigaiion. iiabilities ot
commitment*, e.,1eilts or transeciions. of,cLlrrifig either
during or after the year-end. have a financiai impaet an
ihis autharity and, where appropriate, have included them
in lhe accouniing statements.

rlrsclr:ses everything it should have abcu! lis busliiess aciirrillz

rlurlng the year includit'tg evei-its takirig place aftei'the year
enti if reievant.

$. (For k:cal counciis only) Trusi funds including
charitairle. ln our caparity as the sole managing
trustee we riischargeri our accouniabiiity
responsiLlilities for the fu nd(silasseis, inclurlir"lg

firranciai i'eportin! anil, if lequired, indepenCeni
examination or" audit.

has met all a{ its iespcnsibilifles rtthere as a bar-ly

ccry)orcte if ls a sole managing trustee of e laca! trttst
oi f/u$f,e.

S*etion I * Ar r"lual ffi*vernan&* Statemeffit 2S22f23

We acknawledge as the members of:

Whalton Parisn Council, Northumberland

our respCInsibility for ensuring that there is a sCIundJ system of internai control, including arrangement$ for
the preparation of the Aecounting Staternent$. We confirffi, ta the be*t of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 llarch 2023, that:

, an explanation must be publisheel

Secti*n * - AceountimE $tatements ?fr221?3 for

ffiffi.ffi,ffi

"For any statement to which the response is 't'lo'

Thls Annual Goorernance Staten"ient was approved at a
meeting of the authority on.

.i 1010tr/2a23

and recorded as minute refererice:

Signed bv the Chairnlan anC Clerk of the meetinq where

approval was

Chairman

Clerk

I certify that for the year ended 31 Match 2023 the Accounting
Statements in this Annuai Governance and ,Accountabitiiy
Return have been prepared on either a receipts anel

paynrents or inccrme and expenditure basis foilowing the
guidance in Governance and Acccuntability for Smaller
Airthortties - a Practttjoners' Guide to Prr:per Practices
and present fairly the financial position of lhis authariiy'.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented1tq tlre authority for approval

ri,

Annual Governance and Accoltntability Return 2A221?3 Form 2
lnr:al Cnuncils. internal Drainace Baards anil nther SmallerArrihnrities Annual Governance and Accountability Return 7422!23 Form 2

I ncai Cnrrncils. Internal lJrainar:e Enards and nf her Smaller Arrihnrlties

I. Iata! value of cash and
shoft iei"m investments

tlt:tf;i::r::.:: Ihe surn cf all current and deposii bank acccunis, casl:
haldings ancl shart turm investments helc! as al 37 March *
To agree with bank recanciliation.

*. Total fixed assets pius
long ternr invcstn:enfs
and assets

The value af all the properly the autharity ovr'as * it is rnade
up af all ifs fixed assels and lang ternt investrnenfs as af
31 Alarth"

'!fi. Total borrowings tliiii;i

|ifi,fi ::a:i:.4
The autstanding captlal baiance as at 31 filarch of a!! loans
from tnircl paf,ies (inelutiing FWLB).

I confirm that lhese Accounting Statements were
apprrved by this €uthority on this date:

10t05t2oz3

a$ recorded in minute reference:
t :l rlt;t:t:it1:;: a,,4: I t ;:,i.:

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the

/\-
-lhe auth*rity websitelv;ebpage is up ta rjate and the informalioi: r"equired by the Transparel-lcy Code has
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