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Church Directory

Services at All Saints’ Church 
May 2024 

5th May 	 The Sixth Sunday of Easter
8am	 Holy Communion (BCP)
9:30am	 Parish Communion

9th May	 Ascension Day
7:30am	 College Eucharist at Ripon College Cuddesdon, 
	 in the Edward King Chapel (all welcome)

12th May	 The Seventh Sunday of Easter / Sunday after Ascension Day
9:30am	 Parish Communion
	
19th May	 Pentecost (Whit Sunday)
8am	 Holy Communion (BCP)
9:30am    	 Parish Communion, followed by APCM

26th May	 Trinity Sunday
9:30am	 Parish Communion

2nd June	 The First Sunday after Trinity
8am	 Holy Communion (BCP)
9:30am	 Parish Communion

Church is open daily for Private Prayer.
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5th May   The Sixth Sunday of Easter 



From the Vicar

I hope that you are all well, have enjoyed Easter, and are enjoying the signs of Spring?

In recent weeks, I have enjoyed noticing the trees and hedgerows becoming greener, buds 
appearing, and the beautiful blossom on our flowering cherry trees, and the apple trees in our 
small orchard.  The bluebells are out in the woods, and I’ve seen more cowslips than ever 
before.  Cuddesdon is particularly lovely at this time of year!

As I pondered what to write for this month’s article, whilst walking in Bernwood Forest this 
afternoon, observing the greenness, listening to the bird song, and watching some distant roe 
deer, I recalled a poem-prayer in one of my books which talks of the greening of trees.  I felt 
that God was nudging me to share this prayer poem with you, so I hope that some of you will 
find that it speaks to you.  It is entitled ‘May Time,’ which seems particularly appropriate for 
the May edition of our village newsletter:

The greening of trees
The gentling of friends
Laughter’s healing art

And love’s costly power
Beckon and lead me onwards.

O God, star-kindler
Kindle a flame of love within me

To lighten my path
In days or darkness.

O God, sun-warmer
Warm me with your love
To melt the frozen hand

Of guilt.

O God, moon-burnisher
Burnish my shield of faith
That I may seek justice
And follow in the ways

Of peace.

(Kate McIlhagga, ‘May Time, in The Green Heart of the Snowdrop.’

This month, the Church will celebrate Rogationtide, Ascension Day, Pentecost (or Whit 
Sunday) and Trinity Sunday, and Corpus Christi (or the Day of Thanksgiving for Holy 
Communion).  For many Christians, May is also ‘Mary’s month,’ dedicated to Mary, the mother 
of Jesus.  According to one website, “Mary’s example teaches us faith, obedience, humility 
and most of all, how to love.”  I hope and pray that, in this month of May, God will “kindle a 
flame of love” within us, to lighten our path, and will teach us how to love one another, so that 
we may seek justice for all God’s precious children, and follow in the ways of peace.

May God bless you, and keep you.

The Revd Karen x



CUDDESDON AND DENTON WI

We would be delighted to see former members, current members and new members so do 
come along, bring a friend and enjoy getting to know everyone. Refreshments are served.   

We meet in the Village Hall at 6.45pm on the first Wednesday of the month.  

The next meeting will be:

1st May:  	 Hanging Baskets with Carol Parker of Wheatley Farm Shop.  Come to 	
		  see a variety of hanging baskets with a chance to buy suitable plants.

Wed 5th June:  	 Hilarious Hats with Alex Stanbrook. Come and hear from Alex about 	
		  her time running a Hat and Hat Hire shop. She has some wonderful 	
		  tales to tell, and will bringing some of her hats too.

Pauline Hessey

CUDDESDON COFFEE MORNING

The next Coffee Morning will take place on Tuesday, 14th May at 10.30-12.00 in the 
Village Hall.

Do come along and meet up with friends. We would love to welcome new members 
especially anyone new to the village. 

Entry £1 to include coffee and biscuits and we always have an excellent raffle.

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Jean, Marion and Lynda

CUDDESDON CHURCH FETE

Help needed..

Raffle Prizes: If you have anything that would be a good raffle prize, please do let 
Therese Luke or Lorna Robertson know. 

We will start to collect other items – be that jams, produce, cakes, toys, bric-a-brac or gifts. 
Please let us know if you have anything so we can arrange collection or bring on the day.
Cakes & Produce - Marion West
Bric-a-brac, gifts and toys - Susan Thompson

Join the Committee or Help on the Day: If you are able to get involved and help with 
preparations by joining the committee or could spare an hour or two to help run a stall on 
the day, please contact Mark Chapman or Marion West.

Therese Luke



5 
 

 
 
 
 

  

CUDDESDON CHURCH 

FETE 
Saturday, 11th May 2024 

  

Opened at 2pm by Mark Chapman & Linda Collins 
  

Cry Havoc Morris Dancers        Oxford Silver Band 
Dog Show    Cream Teas     BBQ      Licenced Bar 

White Elephant, Toys, Gifts & Plant stalls & many other attractions 
Free parking 

Adults £2     Children free 
 

 
Grand Draw 

£1 a ticket/book for £5 
First prize: Four Tickets to Matilda, The Musical 
Other prizes include: Tour of The Oxford Gin Distillery,  

Waterperry Gardens Season Ticket, Sunday lunch for 2 at The Manor Bar (Garsington), a 
Round of Golf at Studley Wood, Breakfast for 2 at Mill View garden centre,  

Crick’s butchers voucher and many more great prizes! 

  



 

FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN – MAY 2024 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
I hope you don’t mind that I am only writing on one subject this month but this is 
because our Parish Clerk, Mike Mount, has decided to step down after almost 2 
decades in the role. 
Although this has come too soon for me personally, I cannot deny that 18 years of 
serving our community is an incredible shift. He has provided such continuity and 
efficiency during this time that it seemed impossible that he’d ever hang up his pencil, 
or should I say laptop.  
Mike’s diligence, experience and attention to detail has enabled other hard-working 
parishioners to volunteer as councillors on the PC, safe in the knowledge that the 
paperwork is done, the insurance is sorted, the books are in order and community 
affairs are in good hands. 
The importance of this cannot be underestimated as Mike has seen dozens of 
councillors contribute to the parish but he’s always carried the heavy load for us. 
Obviously, Mike has been working for us all for far longer than I’ve been on the 
Parish Council, but during my time he has been the rock that makes everything work 
and, in recent years, has helped us through the covid pandemic, a switch to an online 
banking system, found insurers still prepared to cover bonfire night, dealt with the 
changes involved with GDPR… it’s endless. He’s handled it all with grace and 
accuracy as our constant requests for research into various options and enterprises 
never let up. 
Mike has spent most Decembers decorating our village Christmas tree and finally 
taught me and Robin how to do this, so if he can lend us his pointy stick we will be 
able to continue to light up Christmas. 
In the meantime, I know that he will give any assistance needed by our next clerk so 
that they can become the same stable hand for our community. 
Thank you, Mike, on behalf of us all. 
Ohana, 
Chris 
 

VACANCY FOR PARISH CLERK 
If anyone is interested in being considered for the 

position of Cuddesdon & Denton Parish Clerk then 
please get in touch with us via the PC email – 

cuddesdon.dentonpc@gmail.com 
We are in the process of putting together a proper job spec and are reviewing 

remuneration as well but this is an opportunity to play a central role in helping 
our community to function effectively for all. 

We look forward to hearing from you, with no commitment at this stage. 
 
 



SENIOR CITIZENS’ LUNCH COMMITTEE
You may know that the Senior Citizens’ Lunch is funded by the August Bank Holiday Coffee 
Morning, always known as John Paxton’s Coffee Morning and held in 2023 in his memory.
For thirty six years Marion, Waveney and Linda have been involved in the organisation of the 
Coffee Morning and Lunch, but they now feel the time is right for them to step down. They very 
much hope this does not mean that these events will come to an end, but new people are needed 
with fresh ideas and enthusiasm.  It would be very sad to lose these important village events.  If 
anyone is interested in taking this over or helping with these events, please contact one of us. 
Marion West (872037),  Waveney Luke (874440),  Linda Bobby (874372) 

 

Morland House Surgery
Morland Close, Wheatley OX33 1DP

The usual surgery opening hours are Monday to Friday 8am to 6.30pm
Saturday mornings (excluding Bank Holiday weekends) 8am to 10.30am, for prebooked 

consultations only
Enhanced access hours are offered outside these times, please speak to one of the reception 

team on 01865 872448 for more information.
When the surgery is closed, please contact the Out of Hours service by phoning 111

Patients aged 75 or over (or will turn 75 by 30 June 2024) are being invited for a COVID booster 
vaccination. Also, appointments can be booked online at https://www.nhs.uk/get-vaccination or on 
the NHS App. You can find your nearest COVID-19 vaccination walk-in site at https://www.nhs.uk/
covid-walk-in.  30 June 2024 is last date to get a booster vaccination .
The NHS launched the Pharmacy First Service (PFS) on 31st January (see NHS Pharmacy 
First Service (PFS) | NHSBSA ) Appointments can be booked directly with participating 
pharmacies for the treatment of 7 common health conditions namely sinusitis, sore throat, 
earache, infected insect bite, impetigo, shingles, uncomplicated urinary tract infections in women.
Pharmacists can offer advice to patients and supply NHS medicines where clinically appropriate. 
This will help reduce the pressure on Morland House Surgery. As an example, appointments with 
Wheatley Pharmacy can be booked (often the same day) by phoning 01865 874047 or via the 
website www.wheatleypharmacy.com/book
Group Consultation Clinics – We are excited to offer group clinics for certain health conditions, 
currently menopause and diabetes. The benefits are many including a more thorough 
examination of your condition, having your questions answered, sharing issues with others going 
through the same issues, and spending longer with a GP. 

For a wealth of information and guidance on managing a vast number of health conditions, 
symptoms, and treatment, please visit www.morland-house.co.uk

Also on the website are details of the new rules relating to accessing your medical records                            
see  https://tinyurl.com/3879mz6p
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FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH 
We would like to invite you to join Friends of All Saints’ Church 
Cuddesdon (FOASC). 

FOASC has recently been set up to promote a sense of community and 
responsibility for our beautiful church. We wish to ensure that All Saints ’
remains a place to be enjoyed by, and at the heart of, the 
parish. 

By becoming a Friend of All Saints’ you will be invited 
to social events and receive regular updates on fund-
raising and the work being undertaken. 

There is no obligatory membership fee but all donations 
are gratefully received. Our first project is the lychgate, 
which is in urgent need of restoration. 

If you would like to join Friends, please complete the white form in the 
Friends leaflet and post or hand deliver it to All Saints’ Church. Leaflets 
can be found in the church and from any of the committee members listed 
below. Alternatively, contact us by email at treasurer.foasc@outlook.com 

We do hope you will join us. 

Anne Stern, Philip Spinks, Caroline Flockton, 
 Gillie Ruscombe-King, Lynda Ware 

  



 

 
  



 

Cuddesdon and Denton Community Orchard 
 
Last month’s newsletter had a photo of the newly planted fruit trees below the recreation ground. 
Here’s another of the actual planting. 
 

 
 
A very big thank you to Graham Sellar who used his massive tele-loader to make light work of 
delivering the trees and compost. Salt Sellar amazed the rest of us with his skill on the digger, 
digging and filling the holes for the trees. Ron Stern directed operations, making sure the trees were 
happy and Richard Palmer steered the caterpillar-tracked barrow. Last but not least, Roger Buswell 
and Nicko King helped with it all. 
 
Huge thanks also to the Parish Council for agreeing to take on the lease of the plot. 
 
These 16 trees are just the beginning. We’re now starting to fund raise to pay for the remaining trees, 
tables and benches for the autumn. In the meantime, feel free to wander down and enjoy the trees as 
they spring back into life. 
 
Ron Stern & Nicko King 
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PARISH COUNCIL 
 
We have had the goals on the recreation ground for nearly 20 years and they are becoming rusty 
near the ground. The most recent RoSPA play equipment inspection stated that they should be 
replaced, so we have bought some new goals and by the time you read this they should have been 
installed. 
 
The passing places on the road to Cuddesdon Mill are becoming increasingly dangerous again 
because of the potholes which are appearing in them. The County Council’s view is that this is a road 
without passing places so maintenance of the areas where traffic does pass is not their responsibility. 
This is why the passing places are not in a very good condition, and we are investigating filling in the 
potholes ourselves. 
 
Also, the muddy laybys which have appeared near Coombe Wood on the road to Wheatley are getting 
bigger and more unsightly and we are seeing if we can fill these in. Their removal might also reduce 
the amount of fly tipping in the area. 
 
Natta, the contractors at Dove House, had some success in reducing the amount of water flowing 
across the road from their site, but unfortunately it has now returned. We have asked the County 
Council to channel the water to the drain immediately below where it is coming out of the bank. 
 
Natta volunteered to install a drain on the inside of the corner opposite Dove House Lane so at least 
the water is not flowing any further down the road. 
 
The County Council had proposed planting seven trees on the High Street verge and at The Green. 
They were due to plant the first two on the verge opposite the village hall but there was a local 
objection so this is not going to be done. I am not sure what the status is of the other five trees. 
 
Denton Hill is going to be closed for eight days from 13th May for fibre optic cable installation. 
 
Mike Mount 
Parish Clerk 
 
 
  



 

Bus Service 
 

CUDDESDON – THE BALDONS/KINGS COPSE – OXFORD 
SERVICE 49     
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY     

1440 Tu Th 
CUDDESDON, Parkside 10:00 10:00 
Cuddesdon, The Green 10:01 10:01 
Denton, Castle Farm 10:05 10:05 
Garsington, Denton Lane 10:10 10:10 
Toot Baldon, Mole Inn 10:17 … 
Marsh Baldon, Seven Stars 10:20 … 
Kings Copse Caravan Park … 10:15 
Cowley, Tesco Store … 10:20 
Cowley, Templars Square 10:35 10:25 
OXFORD, Carfax 10:50 10:40 

   

  Tu Th 
OXFORD, Turl Street T1 13:05 13:05 
Cowley, Templars Square 13:20 13:20 
Cowley, Tesco Store … 13:25 
Kings Copse Caravan Park … 13:30 
Marsh Baldon, Seven Stars 13:35 … 
Toot Baldon, Mole Inn 13:38 … 
Garsington, Denton Lane 13:45 13:35 
Denton, Castle Farm 13:50 13:40 
Cuddesdon, The Green 13:54 13:44 
CUDDESDON, Parkside 13:55 13:45 

   
NO SERVICE ON BANK HOLIDAYS  

 
 
 
 
  



 

 
  
 
 
The quality of our water courses is something that I know concerns many constituents. It concerns me too. 
This is why I recently joined with my local colleagues to write to the Chief Executive of Thames Water to seek 
more action to tackle the sewage pollution in our waterways across Oxfordshire. We appreciate that Thames 
Water have confirmed an additional investment of at least £815 million to help tackle sewage pollution and cut 
sewage overflows by 84% by 2050. However we feel that this time frame is too long, and we would like to see 
more investment and thus quicker results. We have asked to meet to discuss this further. Alongside this I am 
pleased at the recent Government announcement of a tough new inspections and enforcement regime, 
increasing their oversight of water companies with the Environment Agency carrying out inspections.  
 
On a completely different subject, anyone who has ever got caught up in expensive legal proceedings may 
appreciate that Alternative Dispute Resolutions can be helpful. This area of resolving disputes is something 
with which I have been involved and is a growing area. In 2021 I introduced a Private Members Bill to 
Parliament to allow an apology to be given that is genuinely and sincerely meant without creating a legal 
liability. This bill did not complete its passage through Parliament before the end of the 2019-21 session, but 
the Lord Chancellor confirmed the Government would consult on the issue when Parliamentary time allowed. I 
was therefore delighted to receive a recent letter from the Lord Chancellor to let me know that he was 
launching a consultation that could see the essence of my Bill become law.   
 
Another area that has generate contact from constituents of late is around the increase in the use of vapes by 
young people. I have been advised that the number of children using vapes has tripled in the past three years, 
with 20.5% of children having tried vaping in 2023. While the use of vapes is not risk-free, they have been 
useful as a means to help adults stop smoking. However the increase in use by young people is worrying. The 
Government is seeking to address this through the Tobacco and Vapes Bill which would prohibit the sale of 
vapes to young people. The Bill is currently going through parliamentary process. I do appreciate that some 
adults who are smokers are content to be so but there are many who seek to quit especially given the known 
health risks. The Government's Swap to Stop Scheme is helping people give up and the Bill seeks to ensure 
that this is not an issue for younger generations.  
 
As always I am interested to know the issues that concern constituents. The best way to contact me is via 
email: john.howell.mp@parliament.uk. You can find updates and replies to standard campaigns run by lobby 
organisations on my website: https://www.johnhowell.org.uk  
 
Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 
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A great place to grow 

 

Happy Spring from The Maple Tree! 

Have you visited our lovely Children’s Centre recently? All sessions are drop-in, 
except our popular Maple Chefs, which is bookable via Eventbrite. 

 
Mondays: Messy Monday at 10:00-11:30am and Twinnies at 2:00-4:00pm 
 
Tuesdays: Once Upon a Rhyme-Time at 10:00-11:30am  
 
Wednesdays: Little Explorers at 10:00-11:30am and Maple Chefs at 1:00-
3:00pm (Spaces are limited, so book in advance – bit.ly/mapletreeeb) 
 
Thursdays: Baby and Bump Cafe at 9:30-11:30am and The Maple Tree at 
Forest Hill Village Hall at 11:00am-12:00pm. 
 
Fridays: Little Chatterboxes at 10:00-11:30am 
 
Family Fun at 10:00-11:30am, 3rd Saturday every month 

Check out our Website and Facebook page for more details and look out for our 
next Paediatric First Aid training. 

As we start our new financial year on April the first, we have the challenge of 
raising nearly £100,000.00 to keep The Maple Tree running for the next year. 
One of the ways to support our charity is to become A Friend of the Maple Tree, 
offering monthly financial support. Another way is to volunteer at one of the 
sessions above. We need support on Mondays and Wednesday, both mornings 
and afternoons. Are you able to help? (Charity number:1174117) 

We are here to help if you need advice or support:  
01865 236700 or 07849 466249. 
Email: info@mapletree.org.uk 
Website: www.mapletree.org.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley 
Instagram: @themapletreecentre 
 
Laura Spencer  
The Maple Tree Centre Manager 
  



 

 
Wheatley Library 

 
New initiatives occurring in the library over the next few months. 
We have a new Digital Helper session on alternate Thursday 
afternoons 2:30-3:30p.m. for anyone who needs help with a 
specific computer or online query. Please contact us to book a 
Digital Helper session or speak to a member of staff in the library 
for further details. 
A new Storytime session will begin soon on alternate Saturday 
mornings for children ages 4 – 7, so keep an eye out for specific 
dates and times that will be posted in the library and on our 

website at bit.ly/WheatleyLibrary.  
Here’s a reminder of our regular events:  

• Rhymetime: free & every Friday, 10:30 a.m. for kids up to 5 yrs old 
• Digital Helper: free & alternate Thursdays, 2:30 – 3:30p.m. 
• Jigsaw Puzzle Swap: first Saturday of each month, 9:30 – 12:30 p.m. 
• Art Group:  1st & 3rd Monday afternoon, 4 – 6 p.m. 
• Fibre Group: 1st & 3rd Monday afternoon, 2 – 4 p.m. 

For news and event updates, follow the ‘Friends of Wheatley Library’ Facebook page. Our 
Wheatley Friends Group would benefit from additional members so if you’d like to join, 
please visit wheatleylibrary.org or send a Facebook message.  
We recently recruited several fantastic new volunteers to work in the library so please keep 
your eye out for those new faces, who we are very happy to have on board! 
For library queries, please email wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
or call 01865 875267. 
Hope to see you soon!  
Wheatley Library 
The Merry Bells 
High St 
Wheatley 
Oxford 
OX33 1XP 
 
 

 



Purely Plants Nursery, 142a Wantage Road, Wallingford, Oxfordshire OX10 0LU

Seasonal Opening: 
April-July & September-November

7 days a week - See website for details

e: andy@purelyplants.co.uk   01491 833 831   w: www.purelyplants.co.uk 

HANGING BASKET
SPECIALISTS

BEDDING &
CONTAINER PLANTS

VEGETABLES
& HERBS

PERENNIALS, 
CLIMBERS & SHRUBS

250 varieties and colours of basket 
                  & patio plants all grown 
                        on the nursery
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Save The Evening
Sunday 12th May

For 
Alyn Shipton’s

Quartet 
with New Orleans
clarinet star Tom
Sancton at the 

Village Hall.

Details follow in the
next Newsletter.
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CALL NOW !
01865 58 08 79;01865 58 08 79;                                  07411 606 60907411 606 609

14+ years of experience

www.privatecleaningoxfordshire.co.uk

Family-run local business

Fully trained in Health & Safety 
and COSHH

4.9 rating on Google 
(out of 69 reviews)
Your neighbours’ 
favourite cleaners
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