Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
2nd of December 2024
 APPROVED MINUTES
	Interests
	Present 


	Cllr A Sharp
Cllr M Ridley
Cllr D Rogan-Mackie
Cllr G Heppell
	Cllr S Nixon
Cllr K Teasdale
Cllr I Hutchinson
	Cllr A Cheverst 
Cllr J Sheils
Ms Emma Ackroyd - Clerk


	
	217/24
	Apologies for absence - Cllr S Dalglish

	
	218/24
	Public Questions – No questions

	
	219/24
	Declarations of Interest 
The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	220/24
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on Monday 4th November 2024 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true and accurate record.
Proposed by: Cllr K Teasdale   Seconded by: Cllr G Heppell  AGREED    

	
	221/24
	[bookmark: _Hlk102401201]Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda
None

	
	222/24
	Grounds Report
222/24.01 Grounds Meeting 25th November 2024
· The council agreed to approve the tender with Northumberland County Council (NCC), excluding the pig market area, which will be maintained by the community payback team as a trial. 
· It was resolved to request that NCC itemise the tender to include detailed breakdowns of tasks, such as weed control and specific maintenance schedules, to ensure transparency and accountability.
Proposed by: Cllr A Sharp Seconded by: Cllr G Heppell
· The council received the news that Haltwhistle has not been awarded a Sycamore Gap sapling. A response will be sent expressing the council’s disappointment. 
222/24.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelter
· Benches in the Memorial Park require refurbishment.
· One bench on Avenue St Mean was flagged as needing attention.
· The bus shelter maintenance was completed as per the schedule.
222/24.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
· An update on the Burn erosion issue was requested from TD Bell.
· Streetlights near the swimming pool are not under NCC responsibility. Cllr IH will inquire about their adoption by NCC.
· Issues with inconsistent solar lighting at Combe Hill Playing Field were noted. Nick Postma will investigate the problem.
· Planks on the bridge at the Burn and at Broomshire Hill have been reported for repairs.

	
	223/24
	Northumberland County Council (NCC)
223/24.01 County Council Report 
· Renovations for public toilets will proceed, but clarification is required regarding funding contributions and tender details.
· Discussions highlighted the council's main objections to the Local Transport Plan (LTP) outcomes, particularly regarding the lack of inclusion of 20mph zones in key areas of Haltwhistle. It was agreed that these objections should be minuted to ensure a record of the council's concerns is maintained.
· The council resolved to request a site meeting with Richard McKenzie and Neil Snowdon to discuss the LTP outcomes and address these concerns directly.
223/24.02 Asset Transfer
No further updates were provided on the land transfer near the swimming pool.





	
	224/24
	Police in Haltwhistle 
The November police report highlighted several incidents, including vandalism, theft, and public disturbances. Investigations are ongoing. Residents are encouraged to report all incidents to ensure adequate policing.

	
	225/24
	Neighbourhood Plan
Progress was made on mapping housing, green spaces, and heritage sites during the 2nd December meeting. A follow-up meeting will be scheduled for January.

	
	226/24
	Borderlands Projects 
No updates were reported for Borderlands projects at this meeting.

	





	227/24
	Planning Applications         
227/24.01 24/03898/FUL
The council objected to the application to change the ground floor of the post office from a shop to guest accommodation. Concerns were raised about preserving the high street's character.
Proposed by: Cllr Joanna Sheils Seconded by: Cllr Keith Teasdale
227/24.02 24/03865/FUL
No objections were raised for the dormer extension to the bungalow on Woodhead Lane.

	
	
	Other Planning Matters
None

	
	228/24
	Grant Requests
Further financial details have been requested from West Northumberland Food Bank to evaluate their application.

	
	229/24
	Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre
The tribute to John Clark for his work on the pool was well received. Concerns were raised about the impact of wage increases on the budget

	AS
	230/24
	Financial Matters
Bank and cash balances as of 25th November 2024 were reviewed and approved.
Proposed by: Cllr G Heppell   Seconded by: Cllr K Teasdale AGREED

	
	231/24
	Haltwhistle Partnership
The grant committee will meet on 12th December to discuss applications.

	
	232/24
	Monthly Councillor Surgery
Councillors agreed to the establishment of a monthly surgery to be held in the clerks office slots will be filled with councillors at the next meeting.

	
	233/24
	The Burn Village Green
Updates were provided on ongoing repairs and maintenance.

	
	234/24
	Correspondence
A letter of invitation will be sent to Felix Gruijters for the monthly surgery.

	
	235/24
	Any Other Business (AOB)
It was proposed to form a media committee, with the first meeting scheduled for the second Monday of the month. Further discussion will take place in the January meeting.

	
	236/24
	Next Meeting: 
The next meeting will be held on Monday, 13th January 2025, at 6:30pm in Haltwhistle Library.
Grounds meeting: 10am Monday, 13th January 2025, in the council office



Signed Chair:                                                  Date:  13th January 2025              Page 2 of 3
