
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 2nd September 2025 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC). 
In attendance:- 
One member of the public.
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from County Cllr Will Boucher-Giles (WBG), District Cllr Nigel Simpson (NS), District Cllr Grace Conway-Murray (GCM) and Cllr Joanne Brooks (JB).
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an involvement in Village Hall Committee matters.  KG declared an interest in flooding matters.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 8th July 2025 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the minutes on the web.  

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

As no councillors were present there was no report to the meeting.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.54)

The member of the public present encouraged the PC to carry on with their hard work.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.

6.  MATTERS ARISING (20.10)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  MKB, having contacted the solicitors twice with no response, is to push for a response in time for the October PC meeting.   
6.02
Spinney Developments  Matters were discussed.            

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  The PC will decide on a date for a working party to plant the donated HS2 trees at the October meeting.  (iii)  SC will contact OCC and request a copy of the regulations for planting in public parks.   
6.03
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a detailed discussion.    
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  ST is to ask Andrew Morsley (AM), (Flooding adviser) whether the developments on land upstream of the pond have been checked for efficacy.  (iii)  SC is to contact Tony Brummell (TB) (CDC) and ask if the Fulwell Rd pipes both under and beside the road have been checked and cleaned.  (iv)  Cllrs are to look out for gulley cleaning activity, which is due between August and October.  (v)  SC is to check with OCC Highways that Finmere gullies are on the list.  (vi)  SC is to liaise with WBG regarding riparian landowner requested actions and OCC involvement.  (vii)  SC is to chase up the 18 points detailed in MKB’s report on the OCC Highways visit in July with OCC, in addition the ownership of the bank south of Mere Rd near the county boundary should be checked by OCC.
6.04
Speeding from the roundabout  GCM has been referred to another department for information about VAS sign bases, she has received no response so far. 

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.05
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing to report.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.06
HS2 Funding for Car Park and Play Area fence  There is no news on HS2’s willingness to part fund the fence.                

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  To rename this item HS2 Funding for Play Area Fence.              
6.07
Review of Assets  Some sheets are returned.    


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the October agenda.  (ii)  All remaining sheets to be handed in then.  
6.08
Speeding  Nothing heard from OCC on this matter.      


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  SC is to chase the matter up with WBG. 
6.09
Public Access and Rights of Way  The boarding up of the gate is due to take place tomorrow.        


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.    
6.10
VAS Sign  This was addressed in Section 6.04.

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

6.11
Light pollution  There has been no news on this matter.
 
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.     
6.12
Tree Checks  The issue was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  KG will speak to the landowners regarding ownership of the large trees along the western boundary of the playing field.  
6.13
Spring Clean  This is to take place on September 27th and is officially an Autumn Clean.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda as Autumn Clean.  (ii)  MKB is to run the event.  (iii)  SC is to forward the necessary paperwork to him.  (iv)  SC to place the event on the web and Facebook.  (v)  MKB to produce a newsletter for this event.
6.14
Ragwort  MKB contacted HS2 and they have removed the ragwort.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda. 
6.15
VJ Day  The day passed quietly in the village as no national celebrations on a local basis had been planned.  National celebrations in various locations did take place and were well attended.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

6.16
School Trees  The school have confirmed that they have had all trees checked during the summer break.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to contact the school and raise the issue of the overgrowth of trees onto the Old Banbury Rd, it may be that trimming of these can be carried out in conjunction with other work on the trees.

6.17
Revd Alice  SC bought a card and all councillors signed it.  There was a good send off for the Revd Alice Goodall, who will be sorely missed.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.20)

The monthly financial reports for July and August were presented.  Internal controls were not carried out as JB was not present.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and any arriving since, was presented.         
It was reported that there was £19,343.40 in the Treasurer Account and £5,363.74 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been received during July:

£190.00 from Sports Club – quarterly payment for grass cutting
£760.76 from OCC – annual payment for grass cutting

The following had been paid out during July:

£560.00 to SW Services (running costs – grass cutting)

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£69.80 to HMRC (Gen Admin – Income Tax)
£374.25 to SC - (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
£4.71 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – Payment correction due to inaccurate direct debit)
The following had been paid out during August:

£280.00 to SW Services (running costs – grass cutting)

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£70.00 to HMRC (Gen Admin – Income Tax)
£85.91 to IJT – c/o SC – (Running costs – printer toner)

£374.25 to SC - (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
£4.51 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – Payment correction due to inaccurate direct debit)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – Salary/expenses/allowances/tax – September - £448.76 (LGA 1972 S112)

SW Services – grass cutting for July 25 - £280.00 (HA 1980 S96) – scheduled payment

IJT Direct – printer toner - £85.91 (Running costs) – paid under urgent business

Four other invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.  

HSBC – £8.00 (Gen admin - bank charges) – paid automatically

Npower – £6.58 (Running costs - electricity Jan to Mar) – scheduled payment

Npower – £4.80 (Running costs - electricity Apr to Jun) – scheduled payment

RT Machinery - £954.48 (Running costs - mower service)

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.  (iii)  SC is to continue to chase up the payment for the clothing bin from CDC.  (iv)  SC is to check the accounts package as the annual figures to date are not being produced correctly.
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.24)
There had been no requests for S137.  One invoice had been approved under urgent business.     
Resolved (i) To note the position.  

9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.25)

No activity is reported.     

 Resolved (i) To note the position.  

10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.26)
MK has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  Other matters were discussed.            
Resolved (i)   SC is to check for sight screen info.  (iii)  JB is to remove any dead branches from the red oaks beside the field if this has not already been done.              
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.28)
There has been one house with new residents this month.  A welcome letter has been delivered.                 

Resolved (i) To note the position.  
12.  ANNUAL PAY INCREASE (20.29)

The annual pay increase has been agreed and the new hourly rate for SCP 15 is £15.56.  This increase is to be back dated to April 1st 2025.
Resolved  (i)  To note the position.

13.  PHONE BANKING  (20.32)

HSBC is no longer supporting the handheld device used for logging on to business banking online.  When the batteries run out on the current device the PC will have to use an app for access.  

Resolved  (i)  SC is to investigate the possibility of running the app on the PC laptop.  (ii)  If a phone has to be used it will not be the personal phone of the Clerk.  (iii)  SC is to check the best prices for a basic smart phone if phone banking is essential.  

14.  DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING  (20.40)
The PC agreed to discuss the possible need for further training at this meeting.  
Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  To arrange a training session for February 2026.
15.  MEMORIAL WREATH AND SILENT SOLDIER (20.41)

The choice of wreath, amount of contribution and replacement of the damaged silent soldier were discussed.  
Resolved  (i) To order a type B hollow circular wreath as usual.  (ii) to contribute £100 as usual, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (iii)  To order a replacement soldier with the additional message ‘Finmere Remembers’ at the base at a cost of £185, proposed MK, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (iv)  To place the Silent Soldier at the base of the Jubilee Tree this year.
16.  BUND INSPECTION (20.51)

The bund must be inspected by a professional before July 2026 to be compliant with the tree check list requirements.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to ask JB for details of required inspection.  (iii)  JB to obtain quotes and organise this inspection.

17.  GRASS CUTTING CONTRACTOR (20.54)

The current contractor is withdrawing his services at the end of this year.  The PC pays for approx. 7.5k square metres to be mowed on a one or two cuts a month basis (dependent on necessity).
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The situation is to be outlined in the newsletter.  (iii)  SC is ask OCC if they have a list of approved contractors.  (iv)  SC is to ask Tingewick PC for the name of their contractor.  (v)  The PC is to obtain all possible quotes before the October meeting.

18.  .gov.uk WEBSITE AND EMAILS (21.02)

The issue of compliance with new guidelines and the internal audit report was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  SC is to sign the PC up for the free update of the website to a .gov.uk domain.  (ii)  SC is to sign the PC up for the provision of 10 email addresses (as the packages are in bundles of 5) at a cost of £17.49pcm, proposed MKB, seconded MC, carried unanimously.  (iii)  The PC will keep the current clerk email address running for at least 6 months in order to facilitate the changeover.

19.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.10)

24/03396/F – Glebe Farm, Water Stratford Rd – change of use from agricultural to equestrian – application permitted

MW.0043/25 – Finmere Landfill – vary pre and post settlement contours – further information submitted

Resolved (i) To note the position.  
20.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.15)
Correspondence for meeting 

None
Emails printed 

Issues already covered on the agenda

Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda
Bloxham Neighbourhood Plan consultation – see below

Traffic lights and road closures notifications – for information

Planning application submissions guidance – for information

Contact by resident about cockerel noise – see below

Info about VJ Day Celebrations – for information

Cherwell Local Plan link – for information

OALC July update – see below

OUH John Radcliffe public meeting invite – see below

FMS response to overgrown hedges on gated road report – see below

Highways Depot open day invite for September 27th – see below

Community First crime prevention fund news – for information

Cyber Crime support offer – see below

25/00632/LB – Glebe House, Water Stratford Rd – replace wooden conservatory with brick orangery – application permitted – see below

Usual reports – for information
Resolved (i) As this bears very little on Finmere Parish the PC will not be submitting a response.  (ii)  The PC were unable to provide information in response to this request due to GDPR rules.  (iii)  OALC July update contains information on a flooding consultation.  The PC will need to formulate a response.  (iv)  Any councillors who wish can attend this meeting.  (v)  SC is to check that these hedges have been added to the OCC Highways annual list.  (vi)  Any councillors who wish can attend.  (vii)  The PC will not be taking up this offer of support.  (viii)  This application will need to be on the October agenda.  
21.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.20)
Super-User – MC would like more info before signing up for this.

Highway Issues – ST is concerned that dates are slipping on these works.

Newsletter – the items to be covered need to be decided.

Dog bin – it is possible that CDC are emptying the bin on Bucks CC land.
Resolved  (i)  SC will contact Kathryn Gash at OCC for more info and MKB will put this in the newsletter.  (ii)  SC will let BW, NS, GCM and WBG know all the dates that were promised in AM’s email and also the dates promised on reviewing the holes in Valley Rd.  (iii)  The newsletter will cover the autumn clean, defibrillator training, super user, grass cutting and the election next May, with encouragement for residents to consider serving on the PC.  (iv)  SC will check with CDC about the bin.

The Flooding item – Section 6.03 – was now discussed as KG left the meeting.
22.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.43)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday October 7th 2025.    
Meeting closed at 21.44.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 

None  
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