HODSOCK PARISH COUNCIL
The Village Hall, Markham Road, Langold, S81 9SW
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 11th July 2023 at 5.00pm

Present: - Clerk A Lilley, Cllr M Merrills, Cllr J Bowker, Cllr G Coe, Cllr G Freeman, Cllr J Wilkinson, Cllr D Hamilton, Cllr D Jackson, Cllr S Walker 


A) Police Report –  Not in attendance , A Lilley to forward the Police report around the councillors
B) Parishioners Question Time – none present
C) LVHMC, Mrs. K Walker, report – Mrs K Walker gave an overview of the happenings/events and bookings for the previous two months, she explained that the village hall committee were at present raising money for a display cabinet to be put in the entrance hall. The new boiler quote was discussed at this point and it was agreed to try and get a ‘green’ energy quote for the hall before the current ‘new’ quote was accepted. Cllr S Walker to try and get a quote.
D) Cllr. Freeman, BDC, report – nothing to report
E) Cllr. S. Place, NCC, report – apologies sent via e mail.

5.00 MAIN MEETING
230701 Attendance and apologies for absence – V Staniland and F Batey were welcomed onto the Parish Council – A Lilley to send the Code of Conduct and link to the Registerable Interests form.
230702 Declarations of Interest. -  to be declared as and when one arises
230703 Minutes of previous meetings passed as a true record. – The minutes were proposed by Cllr S Walker and seconded by Cllr G Coe - Chair M Merrills duly signed them.
230704 Matters arising from minutes  -  Cllr J Bowker noted an error with his initial (to be altered) – A Lilley reported that she had at last spoken to Sarah Hird at Highways who assured her that the lay by outside Fire station garage would have parking restrictions placed on it as would the entrance to the cottages behind One Stop. S Hird stated that she would inform forestry of the overgrown roots in the flowerbeds and would programme the weed spraying in the village.
230705 Any nominations and applications for Hodsock/ Langold – V Staniland Florence Batey to attend. Both were welcomed onto the Parish Council.
230706 Planning applications – none
230707 Planning Decisions –  none
230708 Cemetery items from cemetery meeting and any other items :-

a) Memorial applications - A Lilley presented for Carol Harrison & Derek Roe, these were accepted but were to be checked for size when installed.
b) Cllr G Coe reported that there had been an incident of kids playing in the Cemetery which he had dealt with, G Coe went on to report that he had mended the tap and that he would be moving the flower basket to a more sunny position.
c) It was noted that a parishioner had been found laying on their relative’s grave and while no one had complained yet this behaviour will be monitored in case it becomes a little intimidating to other visitors to the cemetery.

230709 Reports from councillors:  - 
a) The land/Road behind the Legion was brought up again as parishioners had reported it becoming unkempt. It was noted again that this piece of land is unadopted and it was unclear as to who owns it.
b) Cllr S Walker asked if the Parish Council could offer support to A Burridge who has been asked to remove his ice cream van. A Lilley stated that this wouldn’t be advisable until further information is found out as to why the van has been asked to be removed.
c) Cllr D Hamilton reported a Black Jeep that was parking at the bottom of Ramsden Avenue and Doncaster Rd. He stated that it was an accident waiting to happen. A Lilley asked for photo evidence which she can forward onto the relevant parties.

2307010 Village Matters – 


a) 100 years of Langold being built – any ideas how to commemorate it - it was decided that a steering committee should be set up with a member of each community group in attendance.  Funding is to be requested from Cllr S Plaice and Cllr G Freeman. Cllr F Batey also offered to start fundraising once plans were in place. To be put on the September agenda for more discussion.
b) Communication with our parishioners - Dedicated Facebook page - it was decided that a Hodsock Parish Council Facebook page would be set up – Cllr J Bowker and Cllr S Walker to look into it.
c) School sensory garden build during the summer holidays David and Graham have organised to build a garden for autistic children during the summer holidays is there any help we can offer them (asking for volunteers or donations etc.) - Cllr D Jackson gave an overview of the plans for a sensory garden and asked if any councillors could offer support /time that would be welcomed. Cllr F Batey asked how the garden would be staffed and Cllr v Staniland asked if other children would be able to access it if they haven’t a diagnosis. Cllr D Jackson stated that the garden would be supervised at all times when in use and this would include the carers/ teachers of the children and that the garden would be open to all children.
d) Surestart closing - what can be done if anything - A Lilley to chase Cllr S Plaice for any information she may have. 
e) Village issues – weeds, flowerbeds, parking, blocked access, pedestrian walkways – all reported but struggling to get an update.

2307011 Youth Issues – 
a) It was reported that quad bikes were still being a nuisance in the village and that councillors would continue to report this to the police.
b) Cllr S Walker asked if anything could be done about the ASB that was occurring on Harrison drive. He suggested placing gates at the top to try and prevent drug dealers using it as a dealing place – to be put on September’s agenda for more discussion.

 Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press leave the meeting during consideration of the following items:

2307012 [bookmark: _GoBack]Finance & Office Matters

a) June bank rec / income/ expenditure - A Lilley gave an overview of the Parish Councils finance including ring fenced reserves. – This was accepted as a true record.

2307013 Correspondence received :-	documents e mailed as received 
a) An e mail had been received from S Scawthorne asking for contribution to help fund children from the Parish to go on a visit to Poland. – the council had agreed in November 2022 that no grants would be issued this year so as to keep the precept as low as possible for parishioners therefore no funding would be approved.

Meeting Closed 18.35pm
Signed as a true record __________________________________
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