     Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held at 7pm on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at Stonham Aspal Football Club

          Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Morley (Vice-Chair), Cllr Brooks, Cllr Mullings, Cllr Mitson
          Attendance: Members of the public and Sam Pass (Clerk)

O
	25.184
	Opened at 7pm
Member Absences 
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Wright


	25.185
	Declaration Pecuniary and non-Pecuniary Interest 
None declared. 


	25.186
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the meetings held on 3rd February 2026 were unanimously agreed as a true record and duly signed by the Chair.

	25.187

25.187.1












25.187.2
	Consideration of Reports by the District Councillor and County Councillor

County Councillor Matthew Hicks read out his report which can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/ 
Questions and comments from members:
· Concerns were raised about potholes on Crowfield Road and a question asked how Stonham Aspal and Crowfield Parish Council could get the issue resolved. Cllr Hicks explained that many of these roads have limited foundations, meaning larger vehicles can cause the surface to deteriorate more quickly. He confirmed that Suffolk Highways has a resurfacing programme and will investigate when resurfacing of this road is likely to take place. It was suggested that residents continue to report the potholes, as repeated reports help highlight the need for repairs.
· Concerns were raised regarding the potholes on Scotts Hill that are becoming a problem.
Cllr Hicks asked that the relevant Highways report reference numbers be emailed to him so that he can follow them up. Action Cllr Mullings

District Councillor Nick Hardingham read out his report which can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/ 
Questions and comments from members:
· Members asked whether Mid Suffolk District Council was aware of potential contraventions relating to Stonham Barns in administration, and whether the authority had been in contact regarding the matter.
Cllr Hardingham confirmed that a meeting was taking place this week and that he would report back once he had received further information. Cllr Emberson advised he would contact Philip Isbell to arrange a liaison meeting.
· Members also asked about the land at behind The Rose public house, noting that the pub is permanently closed but that caravans are currently on site. Cllr Hardingham agreed to investigate the matter. He also noted that the original planning permission is due to expire after three years if the development has not commenced.
· 

	25.188
	Contributions by Members of the Public
· There were no contributions from the public 


	25.189

25.189.1



25.189.2



25.189.3
	Planning

Consideration of Planning Applications
DC/25/04400 | Householder Application - Erection of a cartlodge | Kettles Farm Debenham Road Mickfield IP14 6BY – all in attendance voted neutral with this application 

Decision Notices
DC/26/00268 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/04250 - Condition 4 (Roof Covering Materials) | Symonds The Street Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AG – granted

Other planning matters – none noted

	25.190

25.190.1











25.190.2

	Finance

Authorisation of payments
The following payments were approved and the payment sheet signed by Cllr Mullings and Emberson: 
i. Clerk salary for January £231.78
ii. Clerk office expenses for printing £4.79
iii. Playsafety training for Kendra Daly £438.00
iv. Suffolk County Council licence fee for 20mph village sign £170.00
v. Suffolk County Council Stonham Aspal sign maintenance £3139.22
vi. Stonham Aspal Village Hall additional floor costs £8000.00
Proposed – Cllr Mullings 
Seconded – Cllr Brooks
All members in attendance agreed to process the above payments

To report CIL balance
Members reviewed the CIL cashflow with a reported a balance of £56,888.31, this includes future income and awarded applications.


	25.191

25.191.1








25.191.2





















25.191.3


25.191.4

	To receive reports from Councillors assigned to the following:

i. People and Place Plan by Cllr Morley
ii. The People and Place Plan had been circulated to members prior to the meeting. An additional section, 8.9.1, has been included, which references the taxi bus service.
iii. It was suggested that the plan should be presented more clearly on the Parish Council website. Action Cllr Morley
Proposed – Cllr Mullings 
Seconded – Cllr Brooks
All members in attendance approved the new section.
iv. 
v. Recreation ground by Cllr Brooks
vi. Following consideration of the inspection results, it was proposed that the playground be temporarily closed on safety grounds.
vii. Actions agreed:
viii. A padlock to be arranged – Action Cllr Mullings
ix. A chain to be arranged – Action Cllr Mullings
x. A notice stating “Temporarily Closed” to be installed – Action Cllr Mullings 
xi. Information to be posted on Facebook – Action Cllr Emberson
xii. Information to be included in Parish Council communications – Action Clerk
xiii. School to be informed – Action Clerk 
xiv. Mid Suffolk District Council to be contacted for advice on informing the public of the closure and how best to secure the site – Action Clerk 
xv. Once the area has been secured, a photograph will be taken as a record that the actions have been completed.
xvi. There was also a suggestion to relocate the play equipment to the Football Club site. Members noted that, as this would be a significant project, it would require surveys and consultation with relevant stakeholders. It was agreed that this item will be placed on the agenda for discussion at the next meeting.
xvii. 
xviii. Members suggested to appoint Alpha Rural to clear the play area as per quotes.
Proposed – Cllr Morley
Seconded – Cllr Emberson
All members in attendance agreed.
xix. 
xx. New notice board by Cllr Emberson
xxi. Action Clerk to chase up Orbit regarding the installation.
xxii. 
xxiii. Village signs by Cllr Morley – nothing to report. 


	25.192

25.192.1



25.192.2


25.192.3




25.192.4




25.192.5


	Update on the following:

Licence for the 20mph Flashing Sign
Waiting for Suffolk County Council to approve the licence.  Action Clerk to investigate companies to instal the sign. 

New Dog Bins
It was agreed to locate the bin on the public highway as an accessible location.  

Request for volunteers to cut back the verge at Homestead Park
A request for volunteers to cut back the verge at Homestead Park has received no offers of assistance to date. It was suggested that Suffolk Probation in Ipswich may be able to provide community workers to undertake the work. Action Cllr Emberson to investigate this option.

Recruitment of Councillors
No expressions of interest have been received regarding the current councillor vacancies. The Parish Council noted that reasonable efforts continue to be made to advertise the vacancies through parish communications and the parish notice board.

To note the speed survey for the junction of Scotts Hill 
Members noted the results of the speed survey carried out at the junction of Scotts Hill between 15 and 23 January. Suffolk Highways confirmed that no significant speeding issues were identified.
	

	25.193
	To discuss Stonham Barns in administration
Discussed in point 25.187.2.


	25.194

	To discuss and consider submitted applications for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding
There were no applications to consider.


	25.195
	To note any communications
· The closure of the play area
· Volunteers to help cut back the verge at Homestead Park
· Advertising for councillors to join the Parish Council
· P&PP signposting to the website


	25.196
	Update on any other matters arising from previous meeting 
Members discussed the issue of excess water running down Scotts Hill. While piping the ditch was suggested as a possible solution, it was acknowledged that buried pipes could potentially become blocked.
It was also noted that the attenuation pond and the concrete culvert are owned by the landowner rather than Suffolk Highways. As the land is currently being sold, it may not be a priority for the landowner to undertake clearance works.
At present, no clear solution has been identified. The Parish Council will continue to monitor the situation.


	25.197
	Agree meeting dates for April 2026 to March 2027
Members considered the proposed meeting schedule for April 2026 to March 2027. It was agreed that the timetable should be amended to remove the wording “urgent matters only”.
The next Parish Council meeting will take place on 7 April 2026.

Members discussed the option of using the meeting room if the Village Hall is unavailable due to other bookings.


	
	Chair closed the meeting at 21.18




Sam Pass, Clerk & RFO to Stonham Aspal Parish Council, Sapc.clerk@yahoo.co.uk, 08/03/26
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