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Incorporating Liverton Street & Platts Heath 

  



Useful contact names and telephone N
os.

 

BOUGHTON MALHERBE/GRAFTY GREEN 

County Councillor 
Shellina Prendergast  
Shellina.Prendergast@kent.gov.uk 

07970 
461160 

Borough Councillors 
Martin Round 
Shellina Prendergast  
shellinaprendergast@maidstone.gov.uk 

890276 
07818 
048234 

Church Wardens 
Kenneth Alexander 
Joan Davidson 

859549 
850210 

Parish Council Clerk 
Chris Hume email 
boughtonmalherbepc@gmail.com 

07972 
630555 

Village Hall bookings 
and other matters 

Carol Hulm email carolhulm@gmail.com 
Mobile 07990 574214 

853583 

KM Correspondent Joan Drury email: jdrury23@btinternet.com 853766 

Gardening Club Sue Burch 850381 

Church Choir Doreen Hulm 850287 

Dazzle Gail Kelly 850671 

Yoga Sue Burch  850381 

Neighbourhood Watch Sue Burch 850381 

Parish Council Website www.boughtonmalherbe.co.uk  

Priest in charge Vacant         email:  vicar@lvb.org.uk 858195 

Associate Priest 
Mille Hart (Weds - Sun) email: 
revmilliehart@lvb.org.uk 

297296 

Reader Joan Drury email: jdrury23@btinternet.com 853766 

Benefice Office 
Sarah Hills email: churchoffice@lvb.org.uk 
Answer phone available out of hours 

850604 

St. Edmunds Centre Karen Yardley 858208 

Fresh Fish delivery Tuesday at approx. 12.30pm  by Post Office 
01580 
754300 

Malherbe Monthly Production Team 

Mike Hitchins 
Mike Hitchins 
John Collins 

Advertising: mfhitchins@btinternet.com 
Editor: mfhitchins@btinternet.com  
Treasurer 

858937 
858937 
850213 

 

 

 

The views expressed in “Malherbe Monthly” are not necessarily those of the 
Production Team; publication of articles/adverts 

does not constitute endorsement and we reserve the right to edit! 
Anything for the August edition should be left in 

Grafty Green Shop, or contact Mike on 
01622 858937 (mfhitchins@btinternet.com) by 20th July 

 
 

Front Cover: Boughton Malherbe Church porch after the repair that was paid for by 
Malherbe Monthly 

  

Shellina.Prendergast@kent.gov.uk


Shellina Prendergast - Your new Kent County Councillor (and 
Maidstone Borough Councillor) 

 
I am delighted to have been elected to represent Maidstone Rural East, which 
includes Boughton Malherbe and Grafty Green, at the Kent County Council election 
on 4th May. 
 
For Kent as a whole, the Conservatives gained 67 of the 81 seats.  Labour won 5 seats 
whilst losing all their sitting councillors.  The Liberal Democrats won 14% of the vote 
and kept the same number of councillors (7) and have now become the official 
opposition party replacing UKIP who lost all the 16 seats they won 4 years ago. 
 
Alongside my commitment to ensure that all residents of Maidstone Rural East are 
represented at County Hall, I am very pleased to report that I have taken up the 
position of Deputy Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Education - 
particularly as this has coincided with the recent OFSTED assessment of KCC’s 
Children’s Services as being “Good”.  OFSTED identified only one area where there 
was further improvement needed but the overall report is glowing and available in 
full on the KCC website.  Considering the strains put on our services by the influx of 
Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children, and the additional burden on public 
services of the large number of children placed in foster care in Kent by other local 
authorities, this is a result that is really welcome by all.  KCC has made protection 
and care of the vulnerable our top priority and extra funding has been diverted here 
whenever needed – whilst still facing significant financial pressure and the wish to do 
more in other areas such as improving our roads. 
 
On a different, but related matter, do you know someone aged between 11-18 (or 25 
if they have special needs) who has been “trying their best”?  If so, please nominate 
them for one of KCC’s Tryangle awards which recognise young people for a whole 
range of activities from being a good friend or carer, achievement in arts, sports, 
personal development, courage or community action.  There’s information about the 
wide ranging categories on the KCC website and nominations close on 12th July 2017. 
 
Finally, whilst I will do my very best to communicate with you on a regular basis and 
attend as many parish council meetings as possible, I am always happy for you to 
contact me with any queries -contact details below: 
 
Shellina Prendergast 
Shellina.Prendergast@kent.gov.uk 
Tel: 07970 461160 

 

mailto:Shellina.Prendergast@kent.gov.uk


 



 

Yoga Classes In Grafty Green Village Hall:- 
 

Feel more energetic and flexible, reducing stress levels 

Just four dates for your diary 
 

Wednesdays at 7pm  19th and 26th July 

Thursdays at 9.30 am  20th and 27th July 
Drop in at £8 a session 

 
Each class is an hour and a half giving time to prepare and warm up the muscles for 

more intense stretches, and time for mindfulness, breathing technique and a deep 

relaxation. 
For more information call me on 850381  

Unwind, relax but yet energise – the magic of yoga! 

Susan Burch 

 

 
 

 

 

All our yesterdays … High Street Lenham circa 1935 
 

 

 
 
 



 Boughton Malherbe 
Parish Council 

Contact Details 
 

Robert Turner, Chairman 
 -  Tel: 01622 850325 

turnerrmb@gmail.com 
 

 
Ron Galton, Vice Chair  
 -  Tel: 01622 850369 

galton@gotadsl.co.uk 
 

 
Annie Allum 
 - Tel:  07999 724111 
paallum@googlemail.com 
 

 
Tony King 
 - Tel: 01622 850369 
tony.king@uk.bp.com 
 

 
John Collins 
 - Tel: 01622 850213 
wjcollins@btinternet.com 
 
 

Chris Hume, Parish Clerk 
- Tel: 07972 630555` 

boughtonmalherbepc@gmail.com 

 
Grafty Gourmet  

 
Brown sugar on pork give these luscious 

skewers their tasty crunch. The fish sauce, 
now more widely available in shops, is 

definitely essential to achieve that 
Vietnamese flavour. The marinade should 

be enough for up to four steaks. 

 

Vietnamese BBQ Pork 
 

Serves 2 

2 pork loin steaks 

2 shallots roughly chopped 
3 tea spoons of dark brown sugar 

Half tea spoon of dried chilli flakes 
2 table spoons of fish sauce 

2 table spoons of vegetable oil 

 

1. Put the shallots, brown sugar, chilli 

flakes and fish sauce in a food processor 
and blend until it makes a paste. Stir in the 

oil. 

2. Cut pork loin steaks across the grain into 

7 cm long strips about 2.5 cm wide. 

3. Mix pork pieces and the paste in a bowl 
with your hands, rubbing in the marinade. 

Cover and refrigerate for between 4 to 24 
hours. 

4. Thread the pork on skewers and 

barbecue until cooked, rotating skewers for 
approximately 5-10 minutes or until cooked 

through. These can alternatively be grilled 
in the same way. 

5. Serve in a baguette with pickled veg for 
a Vietnamese sandwiches or on top of rice 

noodles and mixed salad. 

 
 
 

 

mailto:turnerrmb@gmail.com
mailto:galton@gotadsl.co.uk
paallum@googlemail.com
mailto:tony.king@uk.bp.com
mailto:pearce.steel@tiscli.co.uk


 
Grafty Green Gardening Club – Programme Of Events 

 

Date Speaker/Event Topic 
Jan 10 AGM and Sarah Morgan  Alpines in landscape design 

Feb7 Tim Ingrams Hellebores 

March 7  Nikki Gammans  Bumblebee Conservation 

April 4 Alison Marsden - and Spring 

Show 

Front gardens – making the most of 

your house 

May 2  Steven Edney  Salutation Garden 

May 6 Plant Sale 10am on the village green 

June 4  Sunday afternoon Garden Safari around our village 

June 9 -11 Weekend away Somerset,  Walnut Tree Hotel, North Petherton, 

July 4 Boldshaves, Woodchurch 

August 1 Orangery at Mystole, Chartham CT4 7DB 

Sept 5 Tram Hatch 

Oct 3 Stephen Harmer  
 

History of Sissinghurst Garden 
Autumn Show 

Nov7 Fiona Wemyss Blue Leaf Plants 

Dec 5 Meal 
 

Garden Safari: Exciting times in the village were had by all who attended the 
Garden Safari in Grafty Green. This event was in celebration of our 20th anniversary 

as a gardening club. 
 

The open gardens all looked wonderful on the day and the gardening club committee 

would like to congratulate and thank all of the garden owners for their hard work in 
providing such a superb presentation of your gardens. They all looked wonderful.  

 
Many thanks also to the team of supporters who set up tables, notices and served or 

made cakes for the event, your hard work was much appreciated.  
 

We made over £800.00 on the day and we are planning to make a donation to a 

representative of the Heart of Kent Hospice later with the remainder going to provide 
us with a special speaker next season. We will keep you informed about a date for 

this to happen in the magazine. 
 

Weekend away in Somerset: Twenty five villagers and their friends set off to see 

five gardens last weekend. The weather was with us and added to our enjoyment of 
the four National Trust gardens and the beautiful East Lambrook Manor cottage 

garden late home of Marjorie Fish, author and garden designer. The hotel was great, 
good food and spacious rooms added to our enjoyment, a big thank you for joining us 

to all who came and made this a memorable trip.  

 
 

 



July 4th Visit to Boldshaves at Woodchurch: Irene Ayling (01622) 842507 will 

be confirming our visit to Boldshaves a week before we go as they have asked for 
numbers to expect. Please call Irene to confirm you are coming asap. Thank you.  

 
Tip of the month:- Watering is such a chore but is very necessary at the moment. 

We can prune shrubs that flowered in early summer and prune wisteria. Autumn 

flowering bulbs can be planted now and in the kitchen garden new potatoes, onion 
and garlic can be lifted. 

 
Carole Frost - Secretary - Grafty Green Gardening Club (01622) 757536. 

 

Can I request some plants for the village fete on 2nd September?  We will be running 
a stall for the competitions – largest sunflower head, largest bean/onions (as detailed 

in last months magazine) and it would be nice to have some plants for sale – 
proceeds from the sales can go towards an outing for 2018. 
 
        Sue Burch 850381 

 
Village Hall News 

www.graftygreenvillagehall.co.uk 

 
VILLAGE CALENDAR: As mentioned in last month’s magazine, the Hall Committee 
is looking for photos to illustrate next year’s Village Calendar, perhaps on a theme of 

past ‘happenings’ within the village (eg social events, including trips away from the 
village, that have been organised over the years; or extreme weather events, like the 

deep snow of the early 1980s or the storm of a couple of years ago).  If you have any 

photos that might vaguely fall into this category do please let me know now.    
 

Alternatively (in case we can’t get enough photos of ‘events’), if you have any 
photograph of which you are particularly proud and which you think others might like 

to hang on their wall for a month next year, whether it be humorous, beautiful or 
intriguing, do get in touch now. 

 

Please help us to keep the village calendar going for another year!   

 

Richard Pilborough,  

Hall Committee Chairman.  

 Email: pilborough@grafty.plus.com. 

 

Boughton Malherbe Parish Council 
 

Meetings will take place at 7.30pm in Grafty Green Village Hall on the following dates: 

10th July, 4th September, 6th November, 15th January 2018, 12th March 2018 

 

http://www.graftygreenvillagehall.co.uk/
mailto:pilborough@grafty.plus.com


  

The Grafty Green Medieval Fete  
 

2
nd

 Sept, 2017 : 2pm – 5.30pm 

Location: The Field, Church Road, Grafty Green 

Here is the latest information - the programme will be published in the 

next magazine along with some instructions about how to make medieval 

costumes and hobby horses. 

The Fete will be opened by a Local Celebrity (to be revealed next month) 

 

Jacket Potatoes, Burgers, Ice Cream and Refreshments available 

throughout the day 

 

Grand Draw:  Prizes include: Ashley Law Samsung 9” tablet, £100 cash, Whody Boudoir 

£100 voucher, Hamper donated by AW Court, Tea for 4 at Chilston Park, Fish & Chip Supper 

for two at The Kings Head, Around the Garden Table Gift, Alan Colledge Gift, Immy Blingy 

Gift. 

 

Attractions Games 

Punch & Judy 

Medieval Entertainers/Fire Juggling 

Morris Dancers  

Grafty Green Alpacas 

Buttercups Goats Sanctuary  

Big Cats Sanctuary  

Alan Colledge – Local Artist  

Stocks – featuring Ken Sweet 

Coconut Shy 

Hoopla 

Human Fruit Machine 

Splat the Rat 

Tombola 

Fun Activity Corner 

Competitions Stalls 

Fun Jousting 

Medieval Fancy Dress 

Hobby Horse competition and 

Gymkhana 

Run by the GG Gardening Club: 

 Largest Vegetable 
 Largest Sunflower Head 

Around the Garden Table 

Church Craft Stall 

Grafty Green Gardening Club 

Local Homemade Cakes 

Caff’s Cakes and Bakes  

Stained Glass 

Children’s Medieval Crafts  



‘A KENTISH KITCHEN’ 
The Tithe Barn, Lenham 

Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th August 2017 
10am – 4pm 

This indoor event will take part in the largest 14th century Tithe Barn in the country, 
situated in the beautiful village of Lenham. Following the great success of previous 

Mid-Winter Markets at the barn (this event is being held again on 18th & 19th 
November 2017), we are pleased to present you with this chance to join us to 

celebrate what the producers of Kent have on offer and exceptional treasures on 
show created by our local makers.   

 

Delicious homemade food and entertainment will be available throughout the day.  
This amazing barn is rarely open to the public so the opportunity to soak up the 

traditional atmosphere is not to be missed. 
 

For further information please contact Sharon Prior at Orchids on 0776 401 401 

 
 
 

Ulcombe School Summer Fayre 
 

Friday 7
th

 July- 3.15pm 
 BBQ 

 Cakes 

 Bouncy Castle 

 Games 

 Refreshments 

 Mini tractor rides 

 
 

All proceeds will go to buying much needed equipment for Ulcombe School. 
We hope to see you there! 

 
 

 



Grafty Geeks 

5 Personal Cyber Security Tips for 2017  

While there are no guarantees that malicious actors won’t get to your information, the 
following tips will decrease the probability of getting your personal information 
hacked.  
 

1. Have Complicated, Unique, Difficult-To-Crack Passwords  
Hate changing your passwords for your social media and online banking, so do I, but 
having someone invade your privacy, social channels, or even financials is a lot 
worse.  There are some on-line tools that can be used to automatically generate 
passwords, so feel free to research these eg: 1Password and LastPass.  
 

2. Update Your Passwords Regularly  
Change your passwords periodically (at least every 6-12 months). While having a 
really difficult password is the number one way to protect your accounts, changing 
your password cannot hurt.  
 

3. Tighten Your Security and Privacy Settings  
Facebook, LinkedIn and other social media channels occasionally change their 
privacy options, which is easy to miss (or dismiss) as those changes are generally not 
very interesting. For a safe 2017, visit your social channels and review your privacy 
and notification settings.   
 

4. Always Install Updates  

Ensure you install updates to your applications, Operation System (OS) or 
website within one week of receiving them.  Some of these updates are specifically 
designed to plug security holes in the software.  Be aware that MS Windows 7 (or 
earlier) is no longer supported by Microsoft, so there are no updates for these 
versions.  It is advisable to update your Windows versions if possible.  
 

5. Don’t Simply Click On Any Link  
Phishing is generally an attempt to get users to click on a malicious URL that will 
upload a virus.  Never click on a URL sent by your bank, PayPal or other account that 
requires you to sign in. Instead, go to the site directly and log in from there to check 
messages.  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

If you need any help, please visit the Egerton Telecottage on Saturday morning between 10am and 
12noon http://www.egerton-kent.co.uk/telecottage. Advice is free and there is always someone 
there it help you.  If you would like any topics covered in this magazine please email me at car 

 
Grafty Green Short Mat Bowls Club 

 
New Members Always Welcome - Join Us 

 

Every Tuesday at 2.00pm in the Village Hall, Gentle exercise, easy to learn, loan 
bowls available. Further information - Chris Wheal 01622 858100 

 

http://www.egerton-kent.co.uk/telecottage


July Music notes 
 

Many musical groups perform their final concert in July, before the Summer break, 

and I have included several in my list. It is also the time when several churches start 
their run of Summer lunchtime concerts. I have selected one in particular in my list – 

Laurence Long’s recital at the Maidstone URC on 26th July - as I can personally 
recommend this promising young organist, but there are other good recitals on 

Wednesdays in July at that venue, and there are similar events elsewhere if you care 

to search. So here is the list; sadly I have to repeat my complaint that local choirs 
and orchestras cannot seem to avoid clashing with their events, as can be seen: 

 
 Saturday 1st July, 7.30pm at the Salvation Army HQ, Union St. Maidstone 

ME14 1AD, The Maidstone Wind Symphony’s final concert of the season is an 

intimate evening of chamber music. Enquiries 07976 686705. 
 

 Also on 1st July, at 7.30pm, but in a bit further away, East Malling Singers’ 

Summer Concert is at St. James’ The Great Church at East Malling ME19 6SD, 

and features works “from the deep South” including Rutter’s Feel the Spirit. 
Information 01732 841912. 

 
 Saturday 8th July, 7.30pm at All Saints’ Church Maidstone, ME15 6YE. 

Maidstone Choral Union presents “An Evening in Vienna”, with selections from 

The Merry widow and Die Fleidermaus. Tickets 01622 726193. 

 
 Also on Saturday 8th July at St.John’s CEP School Grove Green, The Bearsted 

Choral Society’s Summer Concert includes songs by Stanford and Vaughan-

Williams. Tickets 01634 666730. 
  

 Tuesday 18th July, 10.30am, at All |Saints’ Church Maidstone ME15 6YE there 

will be one of a series of “Bach to Baby family concerts”, lasting about an 
hour, for the whole family to enjoy. Tickets bookable through 

https://www.bachtobaby.com/maidstone. 

 
 Wednesday 26th July, 1.00pm at Maidstone United Reformed Church, Week 

Street, Maidstone, there will be a lunchtime organ recital by Laurence Long, a 

prize-winning organist.  Admission free, retiring collection shared between the 
church and the Heart of Kent Hospice.  

 

Brian Hardy 

 
Friends of Ulcombe church 

 
The Friends of Ulcombe church are holding a 1960s Party at Jubilee Barn, the home 
of John and Fiona Kenward, on Saturday 15th July from 7 pm. Tickets, price £20 

available from Molly Poulter (842988) or John Kenward (891889. 



 

 
 

 
 
 



Link Word Puzzle - Answers at the back (don’t look first!) 
 

 Word 1 Word 2 Word 3 Answer 

1 Group Shot New Blood 

2 Sergeant Kerb Fire  

3 Carpet Brick Tape  

4 Electric Wheel Lift  

5 Fighting White Level  

6 Shopping Fruit Ball  

7 Play Ground Way  

8 Strike Law Ice  

9 Area Matter Hound  

10 Closing Days Bird  

11 Team Chess Piano  

12 Sunlight Hit Debit  

13 Drain Wind Horn  

14 Coffee Cloth Time  

15 Rolling Market Pile  

16 Developer Lost Hot  

 

 
Answers at the back (don’t look first!) 

 

 Find the missing word? 

1 
Ziggy ________, A David Bowie persona associated with The 

Spiders from Mars 

2 
______, Ginger, Scary, Posh & Baby, Nickname of The Spice 

Girls 

3 Phil ______, Irish musician who fronted Thin Lizzy 

4 _____ Clarkson, First ever winner of American Idol 

5 Jimmy ____, Influential rock guitarist with Led Zeppelin 

6 _____ Harley, Rocker who was backed by Cockney Rebel 

7 Artic _______, A Sheffield indie act band 

8 Roy ____, Glam rock star who fronted the group Wizzard 

9 
_____ Jacks, Canadian singer who had a No 1 hit with Seasons 

in the Sun 

10 Billy ____, A 1980, A solo artist who sang White Wedding 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 

REPORTING PARISH HIGHWAYS and 
ENVIRONMENT PROBLEMS 

 
TO REPORT:  Potholes; broken signs; traffic signal faults; 

overgrown trees or hedges 
-  Call 03000 418181                (Highways Issues - KCC) 

 

- or click 
http://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem 

 
 

TO REPORT: Litter; fly tipping; abandoned vehicles; dog mess; 
noise: 

- Call 01622 602202 (Environmental Issues MBC) 
or click 

http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/residents/report 
 

TO REPORT non-domestic Water Leaks: 
- Call 0333 000 0002 

or click:  http://www.midkentwater.co.uk 

 
TO REPORT: Overgrown Footpaths click on: 

 
http://www.kent.gov.uk/waste-planning-and-land/public-rights-

of-way/report-a-on-a-right-of-way 
 
 

 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/residents/report
http://www.midkentwater.co.uk/
http://www.kent.gov.uk/waste-planning-and-land/public-rights-of-way/report-a-on-a-right-of-way
http://www.kent.gov.uk/waste-planning-and-land/public-rights-of-way/report-a-on-a-right-of-way


 

 

Silver Service Airport Transfers 
 

Professional and comfortable airport transfer 
service based in Lenham. Competitive rates 

for all your needs on a pre-booked basis, 
whether local or long distance. Fully licensed 
and insured Audi A6 estate, full member of 

the Institute of Advanced Motorists. 
 

Call 01622 859595, call or text 07784 447200 
or email gez.clark@hotmail.com for a quote 

 
 

 

Temporary Road Closure 
 Headcorn Road, Platts Heath  

 

From 21 July 2017 for up to 25 working 
days 

 
  
The road will be closed from Lenham 
Road Platts Heath to Blenberry Farm 
Liverton Hill Grafty Green.   
  
 
The alternative route is via Lenham 
Road, Ulcombe Road, Ulcombe Hill, 
Lenham Road and vice versa.  
 
The closure is to enable duct installation 
to be carried out by BT Openreach. 
 

 

mailto:gez.clark@hotmail.com


  EGERTON COMPUTER 

CENTRE 
 

at the Millennium Hall 

 

 
 

Need help with your iPad or tablet? 

Struggling with Windows 10? 

Lost your email? 

Can’t find your photographs? 
 

Why not come along to our popular 

Saturday morning clinic for help  

- we are open between  

10am and 12 noon 

We would love to see you! 
 

Phone: 07990 574214 
               

email:instructor@egerton-kent.co.uk 

and find us at www.egerton-kent.co.uk 
 

mailto:instructor@egerton-kent.co.uk


  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

D.FLISHER ROOFING  
   

Free winter check on roofs  

Roofing repairs, ridge & 

hips checked  

      

 Moss cleaned off roofs 

Gutters & window frames 

cleaned 

 

        Chimneys re-pointed 
 

 

Call Dave for a quote on  

01622 850659 or 07941 324286 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Seasoned Logs from 
Local Coppice for Sale  

 
Clean Burning, Kiln Dried 

Cut to size and delivered 

 

 

 

Variety of logs suitable for 

open fires or log burners 

 

 Contact Norman on 

077333 28715 
 

 



Christian Message July 2017 
 

One of the saddest things that we ever have to do is to say ‘goodbye’.  We can all 

probably think of a time when that has been extremely difficult. 
 

Some of you will know that two of my children live quite near, but I don’t see  my 

youngest son  as often and it is difficult to say goodbye to him when I do get to see 
him. 

 
A child in one of our church schools recently told me how sad it was to say goodbye 

to a baby her family had been fostering. 

 
And, of course, 8 months ago we said goodbye to our last Priest in charge here in LV. 

And now our newly appointed priest is preparing to say goodbye to the parishes he 
has been serving in.  He  told me that this is an emotional time for him, even though 

he is very much looking forward to coming to Len Valley. I have told him that our 
prayers are with him. 

 

When we say ‘goodbye’ we are saying ‘God be with you’.  and in our English language 
‘goodbye’ can be quite final.  Unlike Italian for instance where ‘Ciao’ or ‘arrivederci’ 

means, I think, ‘see you again’.  As does the German ‘auf wiedersehen’.  And then the 
French ‘au revoir’  meaning ‘until we see each other again’.  all these interpretations 

are NOT so final. 

 
We might just say ‘see ya’!  But, as I said, ‘goodbye’ can be quite final…. 

 
And so we can relate to how the disciples of Jesus might have felt when Jesus died, 

how sad they would have been, but how happy they would have felt when they 

realised he was alive again!  But then, just 40 days after the resurrection, when Jesus 
was with his disciples on a hilltop, he told them that he must go back to his Father in 

heaven.  We can only imagine how his friends felt then, how all sorts of thoughts 
must have gone through their minds.  About how they would be left alone again.  

  
How were they going to carry on the work of spreading this Good News without Jesus 

there to guide them? 

 
I guess we too might have felt something like that when our last Priest in charge 

announced his retirement.  For myself, I was aware that God spoke to me.  First, in 
my heart, saying ‘you do this in my strength’.  God sent his Holy Spirit to help me 

with the situation, just as he sends him  to each one of us, if we ask, in whatever 

situation we find ourselves . 
 

For Jesus’ disciples, then, and for us now, there is the promise that God will send ‘the 
Spirit of truth’ to be with us, and to teach and guide us, if we ask. ‘I will not leave you 

orphaned’ Jesus says.  That was his promise before his Ascension into heaven, and 
before the Day of Pentecost when The Holy Spirit showed himself in the power of 



wind and fire.  And so, the departure of the physical Jesus from this world is a plus 

for us  -  not a minus.  We have the gift of the Holy Spirit always with us, wherever 
we are and whatever our situation.  We are never alone because we are not left as 

orphans and we can all be welcomed into that eternal family relationship that exists 
with the Trinity of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

 

We no longer see Jesus on earth but we have not been left orphans  -  we are not 
children left without a loving parent. 

 
Absolutely Not!! 

 
Holy Spirit of God, we thank you for Your presence always with us.  Be our teacher, 
we pray.  Teach us to learn from you and help us to trust you to lead us where you 
would have us go.  Amen 

  Reverend Millie Hart  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Calling all God’s creatures, great and small:  
Come along to our  

Pet Service  

 

at St John the Baptist Church, 
Harrietsham 

on Sunday 2nd July 

at 3.30pm. 
 

Please bring a responsible owner with you,  
and invite their parents, grand-parents,  
children, brothers, sisters and friends. 

All creatures welcome: 
mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish and birds. 

Do come along and enjoy the fun (with or without a pet)! 
Refreshments served afterwards.  

 
“So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with 
which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to 
its kind. And God saw that it was good.” Genesis 1:21. 

 
New Len Valley Vicar 

 

The Rev Dr John Huggins, currently service in the Creekside Benefice, has been 

appointed Vicar in the Len Valley Benefice with effect from 10th October. 

 



The Len Valley Benefice 
Lenham & Boughton Malherbe; Harrietsham & Ulcombe 

Sunday/Main Services – July 2017 
 
Sunday 2nd July 

  9.30 am  Lenham: Breakfast service 
  9.30 am  Boughton Malherbe: Holy 

Communion (Prayer Book) 
11.00 am  Ulcombe: Family Worship 

11.00 am  Lenham: Holy Communion 

  3.30 pm  Harrietsham: GIFT family 
worship 

 
Wednesday 5th July 

  9.30am  Lenham:  Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 9th July 

   8.00am  Lenham: Holy Communion 
(Prayer Book) 

   9.30am  Lenham: Breakfast Service 
   9.30am  Harrietsham: Holy 

Communion  

 11.00am  Ulcombe: Holy Communion 
 11.00am  Lenham: Morning Worship 

   6.30pm  Boughton Malherbe: Choral 
Evensong 

 

 
 

 

Sunday 16th July 

  9.30am  Lenham: Breakfast Service 
  9.30am  Harrietsham: Morning 

Worship 
  9.30am  Boughton Malherbe: Holy 

Communion 

11.00am  Ulcombe: Morning Worship 
11.00am  Lenham: Holy Communion 

 
Wednesday 19th July 

  10.30am  Chippendayle Lodge 
 

Sunday 23rd July 

  8.00am  Lenham: Holy Communion 
(Prayer Book) 

  9.30am  Harrietsham: Holy 
Communion 

  9.30am  Boughton Malherbe: Family 

Worship 
10.45am  Ulcombe: Holy Communion 

11.00am  Lenham: Family Worship 
 

Sunday 30th July 

 10.00am  Boughton Malherbe: Joint 
Len Valley Churches Celebration 

Service 

 

 
 
 
 



Emergency and  Help Contact Details 

 
Police, Fire And Ambulance  Emergencies         999 
Police, Non Emergency - (Including PCSO …………..)        101 
 
Ambulance 999 note: an  aed ‘public access defibrillator’ is sited and available 24/7 
at the premises (in porch) of A.W. Court in Headcorn road.   Ambulance 999 control 

centre will give 999 callers the lock code, if appropriate, to access the defibrillator. 

 
First Aid Support –  when an ambulance has been called using 999 - Interim 

emergency support (first aid and AED defibrillator), prior to arrival of paramedics / 
ambulance, may be available (not 24/7) by calling Chris Wheal on 07979 864929 -this 

is a voluntary ‘good Samaritan’ facility for residents. It is hoped a SECAMB 
(ambulance) community first responder scheme may start in future 

 

 
NHS Medical Helpline            111 
Maidstone & Pembury Hospitals                      0845 155 1000 

William Harvey Hospital                       01233 633331 
Headcorn Surgery          (out of hours listen to -                    01622 890294 

Lenham Surgery                     recorded messages)               01622 858341 

 
Electricity (UK Power Networks)           
  Emergencies and Power Cuts        0800 783 8866  
         or 01243 508866 
 
Water  Emergencies          0333 000 0002 
Calor Gas Emergencies           08457 444999 
KCC   Emergencies          03000 41 41 41 
  Highways          03000 41 81 81  
 
KCC Community Wardens: 
 
Local warden – Stuart Ellesmere            07969 583923 
District Support – Dawn Riach- Brown        07773 397125 
 
Fire     General Enquiries            01622 692121 
 Home Safety Visits           0800  923 7000 
 KFRS Community Volunteer – Chris Wheal        01622 858100 
 
R.S.P.C.A     Emergencies                              0300 1234 999     
Vet             24 Hour Pet Emergency Treatment Service  01622 734555 

 



Answers to the Quiz and Missing Word Puzzle 
 

 



 


