_Rolvenden Parish Council

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2022

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

NOTICE

1. Date of announcement 16 June 2022 {ah

2. Each year the smaller authority's Annual Governance and Accountability
Return [AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by
Smaller Authorities” Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been
published with this notice. Az it has yet to be reviewed by the appeinted auditor,
it is subject to change a& a result of that revicw,

Any person intercsted has the right to inepect and make copies of the
accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating
to those records must be made available for inspection by any person
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2022, these documents will be available
on reascnable notice by application to;

(k) _Paoler Seterfield, Parish Clerk
Weakden House, Grand Parade, Littlestons THZE BND
Rolvendenclerk@grmad.com

commencing on (c) _ Monday 27 June 2022

and ending on (d} ___Friday 5 August 2022 ) {

3. Local governimegnt electors and their representatives also have:

+« The opportunity to guestion the appoimted auditor aboul the accounting |

records; and

*  The right to make an obhjection which concems a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for & dectaration that an item of account is unlawiul. Wiitten nofice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
ihiz purpose betwaen the above dales only.

4. The smaller authority's AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor
under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the
Acesunts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the MAO's Cade of Audit Procties
2015, The appolnted awditar is;

PKEF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

Lendon E14 4HD

(sbafpkf-.com)

5. This announcement is made by () _Peter Setterfield Responsible Financial
Crificer

NOTES ) '

(@) Inser date of placing of the mabice
wiich musst be nol kess than 1 day befora
the date in () below

(b} Imsart name, posiion  and
addressitelophone numben’ el
addre=s, @= appropriaha, of the Clerk or |
ather person to which any person may |
apply fo inspect the accounts |

(&) lnsert date, which must be at kst 1
day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and at least 30 working days
befree the date appointed in {d) beloa

] The inspection perod between (0) |

| and (d} must ba 30 woiking days

inchsive and st include the first 10 |
working days of July.

(2] Insart name and posifion of parson
piacing the notice — this pareon must be

[ the responsible financiel officer for the
| smalier authority




LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities,

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appainted to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contzined in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties. responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, ather organisations and the public concerming the accounts being gudited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person You can inspect accounting records and related
documents. If you are a local government eleclor for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
a5k queslions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for EXETTiSing
your rights. However, any resulting costs incumed by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exerciging your rights through their council
fa

The right to inspact the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is naot imited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and sl
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannaot. for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, of that include persenal information (Section 26 (8) — (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevartheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished prepanng accounts for the financial year and approved tharm,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a capying charge. The 30 working day period must include a comman period of inspection
during which all smaller authorites’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July
2022 for 2021722 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accou nting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the acepunting records, since they hold all the
celails. If you are a local elector, your right o ask guestions of the external auditar is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the guestion might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproporticnate cost (which iz bome by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor abeut the accounting records.

The kyw limits the time available for you formally fo ask questions. This must be done in the period o
the axarcise of public rights, so let the external auditor know YOUTr CONCEM 85 5000 as possible. The




atdvertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will alse give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external avditor guestions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, ingpect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they cantain. Please remember that you cannat formally ask questions, under the Act after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller autharity other guestions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor guestions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is mited. The extarmal
auditor can only answer ‘what' questions, not “‘why' guestions. The external auditor cannot answer
guestions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to 2n item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opnions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing

The right to make objections at audit

Y'ou have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authornty. Mow vou
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an itern in them is in your view unlawiul or there
are mattars of wider concern ariging from the smaller authority's finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply fo the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or o issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the extemal
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidenca you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. Te object to the accounts you must write tn the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send 2 copy o the
smaller authorty. The notice must include:

confimmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's area:
why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;
defzils of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful: and

details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make 3 public interest
repart.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can anly ask the extemal auditor
1o act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,

& final word

You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smallar
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre of
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with guestions
and cbjections. In deciding whether to take your chjection forward, one of a series of factors the auditar
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it iz
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against

an auditor's decsion not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the actinn yourself

= : £ If you wish te contact your authority’s appointed

atail idan i : _ :
E:: ;n;;igl p;ﬂ-.rguﬂf aﬁ';ﬁg”g;;gm;aﬁ: | external auditor please write to the ac_!u:lress ir
| publication [ ocal autherity accounts: A quide to | PRr2graph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and

i . : Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
your rights are available from the NAO website. Accountability Return,




Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2021/22

We acknowledge as the members of

Rolvenden Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. Ve confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belisf, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that:

» W have pulin place arrangements for efective financisl

e accounting stataments.

managamant during the year, and for the praparation of '/

o s acoounting afalerrments in acoomianog
witty fing Aceouwniz and Audk Requistions.

2. 'We maintained an adeqistte system of inlema control

ard comuption and reveswed ils effectivencss.

mchiding maesures desigred 1o prevant Bngd detec] fraud j..-f

MEdie Sroper aranemenis and accopted reepoEtity
for safaquerding Fe public money and resowrces in
il cliarge.

3. W ook ol reasonable stegs i sssume cursaives
et there are o maters of achual or potenlial
ric-campliance with lews, regulaions and Proper
Praclices that could have & significant irancal afact

buginess of manage its finsncee. 1

on the shility of thes authonty to conduct s £

fraas iy dione whit I hes e lege) powar o oo e Fras
compled with Propor Practicas in doing so.

1

4. Wa provided proper np-p:rh.nrry-' during thie vear for
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

the exercise of glectors’ mghts in accordance wh the /

g the Vedr gave aff parsons inerested e opporumiy fo
ingpecl and azk questione shou this apthonTy s accourls.

5. We camied oul an assessmaent of the feks facing this
sutharity and took appropiate steps to manage those
tisks, including the intreduwcion of intemal controls andror
@xtermal nsurance covwar whane required.

carsdared and docomenad he fneocis and oher reke it
faces and gdesif with thern propary;

6. Wi maintained throughout the year an adegquete and
effective system of intemal audit of the sooounting

records and comtnl syebame. .-""f

Whamtm.hdqmmrmmm&mﬁ_
CINTIFONE dmd procdunas, i give an ohiacive wisw on whether
irtarTal conirods meaf e needs of this smalar sutimonly:

T. 'We ook appmpriabe action on all iralbers miscd
in raports fnom inkemal and examal audit,

regpdnided do mrattars broughl ke ds steation by intenal and
axtarmal suc.

| & Wie corsidered whelher amy Eigatian, liabilities or
| commitments, Geants of amsschions, oocuming e
during of afber the year-end, have & financial impact an

in the mcoounting siahamenis.

8. [For lacal councils only) Truet funds including
charntabie. in our capacity as the sile rangng
trustee wa dischanged our accountabiliy
respansibiities for the fundispassets, mduding
findncial reporting and, if required, independen
“xamination or sudit

this autharity and, where sppropnate, have ncuded them |

ﬁhdmdﬁﬁqﬁg#sﬁummmaﬂmﬁﬁbmm |
during the year Inluding everts taking place affer the year
and if rakant.

Faz met &l of is resporpibiities whene, as a body
oovparaia, { i & sole managing bustes of a focal
druest or fasts.

“Please provide explanations to the external auditor on 2 separate sheet for each ‘No' responge and describe how the

authorty will address the weaknesses identified. These sheats must ba publizhed with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Govermance Statement was approved at a
rmeeding of the authority on;

Wf.:f_}"rzn_

and recarded as minute reference:

Signed by the: Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
apperoval was given:

- Q
Chairrran C___

7 3 ? Clerk
rolvendenparishcouncil.org.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2021/22 for

Rolvenden Pansh Council

I, ANt

1. Balances brought Tolal balances and reserves at the bedgimming of the year
farward 3,296 62,211 | as recorded in the financial records. Vaive must agree fo
Bow 7 of previous year,
| Z. {+) Precept or Rates ang Total smount of precept (or for IDBs refes and levies)
| Lewvies 42 180 30,486 | received or recoivable in the year. Exclude any grants
receiae
| 3. (%] Tedal other receipts Tal incorme or receils a5 recorded in the cashbook fess |
' B7.616 25,171 the precept or ratesdevies received (line 2). Include any |
| granis recaived, I
4. -} Staff costs | Tots! expenditure or payments made to and an behalf
|
| 10.411 11.362 of aif gmpioyess. n'rﬂu:_!'ﬂ qross salares wmagaa
1 empoyers M confritbidlions, employers parsion
CObLtons, graluilins and Sseverancs payments.

5. [} Lo interest'capital Todal expanditure or payreonts of capital and nferest
regenmants 10,330 0| made during the yesr on the authority’s bormowings (if amy).

6. (-} All cther payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash- |

50,140 73,941 | book tess sfaff costs (line 4) and loan interssticapital
repayTents (i J).
| 7. (=) Balances caried Total balances and reserves at the end of the pear. Mus!
| torward 62,211 32,564 | oqual (1+2+3) - (4+5+6),

&. Total value of cash and | The sum of ail ¢urrent and deposit bank sccounts, cash
short term invesiments 62.211 32,564 holdings and shor term investments held ss st 31 March —

| To agres with bank reconciliation,

4, Tofal fized assaiz plus Ther verlug of &l the property the suthority owns — | iz made
leng barm investments 29,6549 29,711 up of & ils fived sssete and long term investments as a
i asselis 37 March,

10. Total bomowings The outstanding capita! balance as af 37 March of a¥ nans

0 0\ from third partios fingiuding FWLE)
| 1. [For Local Gouncils Only) The Council, a5 a body comporate, acts 23 sole truslee for
Disclsure note re Trust funds and iz responsitle for managing Trust funos or assols,
finciuding charitabla) - N.B. The figures i the scoouwnling slatements above do
not inclide sy Trust iranssctions:

| ceerlify that for the vear ended 31 March 2022 the Accounting | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were

Staternents in this Annual Governance and Accountabiily
Return have been prepared on either a receipls and payments
of income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Zovermance and Accrundahility for Smaller Aothorities — 5
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and presen! Fairy
the financial position of this anstivority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented o the a ity for approval

.i'ij'r-n:- :""Jm.
Date

approvesd by this authonity on this date:
| ‘I'r I|| .y ¥ 27

&% recorded in minute reference:
-—I?djlg.-

Signed by Chairman of the measting where the Accounting

Statements werg ipp?d
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