SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 9th MARCH 2026 AT SYDLING ST NICHOLAS VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7PM

Present:	Cllrs S Shears, A Newman, J Dobbs, P Gower, G Walker, D Tucker

Chair:		Cllr C Legg

Clerk:		Mrs A Crocker

Also present:  2 members of the public and Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes present

1.	 To accept apologies for absence

25.116	All members were present.

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

25.117	No interests were declared at this stage and no requests for dispensations had been received. 

3.	To approve the minutes of the meetings held on Monday 12th January 2026 

25.118	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members. Cllr Shears proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Walker and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.

4.	Matters arising from the minutes – for report only 

25.119	No matters arising.

5.	Chairman’s Report 

25.120	 Nothing to report. 

6.	Democratic Period 

25.121	The proposed planning application for the Watershed was raised. It was noted that most of the proposal falls within permitted development. A neighbour raised the question of the need for three additional rooms for artists’ accommodation. There are, at present, four rooms for artists’ accommodation and only two are available for artists as the others are, allegedly, occupied by the owner of the property. In addition, would it be possible to ensure, when the development goes ahead, they use the Council’s own Building Regulations Inspector. Last time a private one was used and the buildings do not comply with the original proposal. 

	Cllr Shears reported that he had invited the applicant to attend the meeting but he was unable to do so as he is currently out of the country. The applicant reported that he is losing Government funding for the arts and there is ‘an international demand to run ecologically based artists workshops that pay fees.’ The applicant needs to accommodate between 6 and 8 artists over a week to enable this and bring in the much-needed funding. 

Members were reminded that the issues raised are enforcement issues and the Parish Council is required to look at the application before it and not consider what has happened in the past or what might happen in the future. Any alleged breach of the original planning can be reported to the Enforcement Officer. 

7.	Dorset Councillor’s Report 

25.122	A copy of the report had been included with the agenda. A press release will be going out today regarding the booking system for the Dorchester Household Recycling Centre. There will be a 30minute leeway on the booking time. The additional work of Dorset Councillors was also raised. The bulk of the work is taken up with sub-committees, including Licensing, on which Cllr Haynes sits. 

	Cllr Haynes highlighted the road closures due for the sewage works coming up in the next few months and drew members attention to the meeting with Wessex Water on the 19th March. 

19.40 Cllr Haynes left the meeting. 
	 
8.	Finance 

25.123	To agree retrospective and current payments 

	The following payments were requested:
	
	Hugo Fox		Web hosting 19.01.26 to 15.02.26				     11.99
	Hugo Fox		Email hosting 28.01.26 to 26.02.26				     20.99
	HMRC			February 2026 PAYE				BACS041	     50.60
	A  Crocker		February 2026 salary & expenses		BACS042	   227.35
	AG Tree Services	Tree work in play area & village green	BACS043	1,080.00
	Lloyds			Account charges 10.12.25 to 09.01.26			       4.25
	A Crocker		March 2026 salary & expenses		BACS044	   219.05
	HMRC			March 2026 PAYE				BACS045	     50.80
	Hugo Fox		Web hosting 17.02.26 to 15.03.26				     11.99
	Hugo Fox		Email hosting 02.03.26 to 26.03.26				     20.99
	Maumbury Design	Website hosting				BACS046	   120.00

	Total amount requested from the Precept: £2,818.01.

	Cllr Shears proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Legg and agreed unanimously.

25.124	To approve the bank reconciliation and position against budget 

	Copies of both reports had been issued with the agenda. Both were accepted and approved. 

25.125	To consider the reserves for the year 2026/27

	The following items were recommended to be transferred to reserves:

		Hall hire			£43 final invoice not yet received
		Environmental			£1,019.28 includes tree work
		Grass cutting			£1,224.79 includes an element for replacement mower
	
	Cllr Dobbs proposed the figures are held in reserves. This was seconded by Cllr Shears and agreed unanimously.	
		


9.	To receive reports on the following matters and to agree any action necessary

25.126	Planning 
	
	P/FUL/2026/00751	The Watershed, Dorchester Road – Erect first floor extension, install three roof lights and fire escape 

	It is understood the installation of roof lights was turned down on the original application, and, so, should not be included on this one. In terms of the architecture, it could be deemed a crude extension to the existing building when considering the aesthetic. It was proposed that an objection to the application is submitted on the grounds that the inclusion of roof lights contravenes the Dorset Council Dark Sky policy and the nature of the extension is not in keeping with the overall aesthetic. 

25.127	Play Park 

	To consider the purchase of new play park equipment  - Cllr Walker has spoken to the play equipment provider. The kit was £5,500 plus VAT and potentially another £5,000 for it to be fitted. He is still trying to negotiate a better price for the equipment. It was suggested that some form of fund raising could be undertaken locally to assist with the cost. 

	Cllr Newman reported that he would be stepping down from the play park inspections due to other commitments. Cllr Legg offered to take over the visual inspections. 

25.128	Footpaths 

To consider the finger post repairs and agree costings – The area behind the roadside fingerpost has been cleared and one of the fingers has been collected. The one on the cross has been removed for renovation. Cllr Gower has visited Dorset AONB and they are fully supportive and have provided the paint for the posts. The 3d lettering has been donated, saving us £300. 

Once the posts are put in, they will need some protection. Highways will put the post in on the cross once it is completed and suggested some painted rocks on the green. However, there was some discussion about the liability should rocks be put in place. It was suggested that the ground could be mounded up as an alternative. This will be given more thought. In the meantime, the post will be installed. Thanks are extended to Cllr Gower for all his work. 

Footpath markers - The one at the bottom of Church Lane had been knocked over and the parts are with Cllr Gower. 

25.129	Police, Traffic and Rights of Way 

	Nothing to report and no problems raised. Bridleway and footpath signs are needed. 

25.130	Trees 

	Nothing to report. 

25.131	Flooding 

Nothing to report at this time. People are asked to keep an eye on the drains and if they spot something when they are out working, clear the drain. Markers could be put on the banks near the drains so they can be located and cleared when the area is flooded. 

10.	Maiden Newton Fire Station Closure

25.132 The meeting held last week was well attended. Andy Elliott from the Fire Service gave an excellent talk, explaining what is happening. They need as much support as possible. There is a petition that people can sign but there is also a consultation that can be filled in. There is information in the bus shelter as well. On the 19th March there is a meeting at Maiden Newton with Edward Morella MP in attendance. 

	As a Parish Council what can we do? Write to the MP and, individually, everyone should complete the consultation. 

11.	Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

25.133	A funding request has been received from the Chalk Stream Car Drivers service. This will be put on the May agenda for consideration.  

12.	To consider the adoption of the combined IT and BYOD policy

25.134	Cllr Legg proposed the policy is adopted. This was seconded by Cllr Newman and agreed unanimously. 

13.	Items for the Annual Parish Meeting and May Parish Council Annual Meeting 

25.135 Should anyone wish to have an item added to the agenda, they should contact the Clerk before 1st May.

14.	Date of the next meeting 

25.136	The next meeting will be held on Monday 11th May 2026.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.40hrs.
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