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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th July 2026 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), P Venning, J Smith, S Gill, A Lloyd-Smith, PC Darren Laker, no members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
5009.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs S Mash and C Sykes, reasons accepted.
5010.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  Cllr Smith declared a non-Pecuniary interest in agenda item 5012.e and  5024 as he had recommended Glen Thorn to help with the Cemetery Extension’s next steps. 
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	Public Session – See appendix at the end of these Minutes.

5011.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th June 2026.  After a correction was made, agreed and signed as a correct record. 
5012.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Sports Club Lease update.   It is understood that the Sports Club has seen the draft Lease and it is now back with the Landlord’s solicitors.
b) Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith informed the meeting that he had spoken with the PCC.  Members of the PCC agreed to pass the decision on the brick path back to the Parish Council.  After a full discussion Councillors agreed to ask KCC for a stopping up order for the brick path.  It would then take responsibility for the whole length of the path and would decide on what action to take regarding the possibility of relaying the bricks.  
	c)  HIP update.  Following the previous meeting Cllr Wayne Chapman had had a Teams meeting with 
	KCC Highway officers who had confirmed with him that there wasn’t a suitable site in Swan Street for 
	a SID pole nor was there a suitable place in The Street for a crossing from the Memorial Garden gate 
	to the Hairdressers.  The Clerk has explained to Cllr Chapman that the Parish Council has never asked 
	for a crossing there but a footway from the gate to the Hairdressers to meet up with the existing 
	footway.  Unfortunately KCC officers refuse to consider this option as the telegraph pole is in the way.
	d)  Parking in Lloyds Green.  The Clerk confirmed that the Engagement Day organised by ABC officers 
	with the residents of Lloyds Green will be held on 17th July between 3 and 5pm.  She will attend and 
	it would be good if Councillors were also able to attend. 
	e)  Cemetery extension update.  The next steps will be discussed under Agenda item 16 when the public 
	will be excluded.

5013.   	Planning Application:  (previously forwarded to Councillors)
	PA/2026/1006  The Old Corner House, 6 Poplar Road - Listed Building Consent for internal alterations.
	After a short discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should reply that Councillors do not have
	the expertise to comment on internal alterations to Listed Buildings.

5014.	To agree new IT Policy.  After a full discussion it was proposed by Cllr Newton, seconded by Cllr Venning and agreed by remaining Councillors that at number 6 and 9 authorisation be given to current Councillors to use their personal devices for Parish Council business and the storage of information in the iCloud or hard drive in accordance with this IT policy.

5015.	To approve the Parish Council Handover Procedure.  This was approved after the changes agreed at the last meeting had been made.
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5016.	To review the Policy and Procedure for co-opting Councillors to Fill Vacancies.  Agreed no changes necessary.

5017.	To review Safeguarding Policy.  Changes to this policy are required at Contacts and Further 
	Information.  It was also agreed to add the KCC Social Services contact number to the Parish Council 
	Local Contacts page on the Website.

5018.	To consider and agree the quotation for felling the dead trees in the Cemetery.  The quote received 
	From Green Leaf Tree Care for £3,920.64 was accepted.  These are large trees.

5019.	Correspondence.
	1)  Wittersham Village Hall Committee – Increase in fee for hire of Club Room from 01.10.2026.  From 
	£7 per hour to £10 per hour.  Noted.
	2)  KCC – HIP Parish Meetings – Parish Meetings have been paused for approximately 12 weeks due to
	Operational pressures.  Noted.
	3)  Spacehive – Our pledge to Kent ACRE will be returned as the target set was not reached.  Cllr Smith 
	reported that Defra funding had been confirmed and the Trustees were still on board.
	4)  ABC Leader’s Briefing no. 25 – Ashford Local Plan.  Due to the Government’s new Planning Laws 
	ABC has had to restart its Local Plan.  Noted.

5020.	Payments for Authorisation.  Clerk’s expenses 11th March to 30th June 2026.  £132.61 which includes 
	£51.17 to be set against Chairman’s Allowance.

5021.	Working Party Reports:
	a)  Caretaker – The Clerk reported that the SID will need replacing at a cost of £1,318.00 excl.Vat.  
	Councillors agreed it should be replaced.
b)  Finance:  i)  Monthly Transaction Statements.  Noted
	       ii)   First Quarter’s Budget Statement.  Noted.
c)  Planning:
     Decision received:
     PA/2026/0347  The Old Corner House – Appeal against ABC’s refusal to grant permission for internal
     alterations.  Appeal dismissed.
     PA/2026/0727  16 The Street – Single storey rear extension following the removal of the existing
     building.  Enclosed porch and associated works to replace existing porch canopy.  Granted.
     PA/2026/0481  Trybairn, Blackwall Road – Relocation and change of use of barn into a self contained
     dwelling with changes to fenestration (retrospective).  Granted with conditions.
     PA/2026/0617  Rosemary at The Orchard, Swan Street – Proposed leisure and gym room following 
     demolition of existing stables building and pole barn.  Granted.
d)  Open Spaces.  The Clerk reported that she had received an email from Barbara Scott asking if
      Margot Dixon could hold a yoga class on Coronation Field on a Wednesday.  They would give a 
      donation to the PC.  The Clerk agreed as long as it was carried out at their own risk or she was 
     covered by her own Insurance. 
e)  PROWs.  The footpaths through the oilseed rape fields cannot be walked at present.
f)   Highways.  Cllr Venning asked when Poplar Road will be resurfaced.  This is not known.  The Clerk 
      reminded Councillors that Rye Road and Hill will be closed on 23rd July all day.
g)  Churchyard/Cemetery.  The Clerk has received a Certificate stating that the Council is a Member of 
     the Institute of Cemeteries and Crematoria Management. (ICCM).

5022.	Date of next meeting:  8th September 2026 at 7pm.

5023.  	Items for Information:
	The Clerk had been asked to make the Parish Council aware of problems with people trespassing 
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on the riverbank and jumping off Blackwall Bridge.
	Report on Ramblers Meeting for Footpath Volunteers attended by Cllr Gill and the Clerk.
	Report on KALC Training on Mastering Planning Applications attended by the Clerk.
	Report on Scribe Webinar on Digital AGAR in Action.
	Email received from Jayne Beech regarding the problem of parking in Forge Meads and the need for 
	more bays.  The Clerk had responded that ABC Housing Department needs to be contacted regarding
	this.
	It was asked whether there was any update on a new editor for the Outlook on Oxney.  The Chairman 
	reported that the signs were hopeful.

5024.	To resolve by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public:
	To discuss and decide on the next stage of the Cemetery extension.   Cllr Smith proposed and Cllr 
	Venning seconded with all Councillors agreeing that the public be excluded.
	After a full discussion it was agreed to send Tenders out to interested parties regarding a light access 
	Track/Path in the Cemetery extension.

The meeting closed at 21.26hrs.



Appendix

PC Darren Laker reported that he had attended the Coffee morning on 9th July.  He then informed the meeting of recent crimes in Wittersham with a reminder to secure sheds, outhouses and properties.  Calls on domestic issues and criminal damage were received from residents.  One unusual report had been regarding an aircraft coming down in the field north of the Peening Quarter Road.  The cause had been engine failure and once repaired had been flown away.


