


HALSE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th APRIL 2023 at 7:30 pm AT HALSE VILLAGE HALL
Present:	Mr I Walker – Chair
		Mr D Huxtable
Mrs K Robinson Burge
Mr J Stevens
				
In attendance:		Mr T Payne, Clerk to the Council			

	
	

	
	Public Questions
· None

	1.
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr S Haselock

	2.
	Declarations of Interest
· Cllr Robinson Burge as Chair of Halse Village Hall in relation to Electric Charging Point at Village Hall

	3.
	Minutes of the meeting held on 28 January, 1 February and 4 March 2023
Following a minor typing correction, the minutes of the meetings were approved

	4.
	Actions from Previous Meetings
· None

	5
	Community Matters
(i) Electric Vehicle Charging Point
Chair reported the two charging points had now been installed at the Village Hall and that final set-up was awaited. Discussion will take place between the PC and the VH as regards the split of the excess of the charge fee over the cost of electricity. Once the chargers are live, the facility will be advertised as being available. The annual cost will be £200 per charger and the net cost to the PC will be approx. £1,800, being £3,300 less the £1,500 grant received.

(ii) Community Infrastructure Levy
No other matters on CIL to report

	6.
	Environment and Transport 
(a) Highways 
(i) Monthly Report
There are no further details on any eventual repair to the drain by Priory Lodge.
The main road through Halse is scheduled for surface dressing in July

(b) Footpaths Monthly Report
Cllr J Stevens reported that there were no new incidents to report and there had been no updates on the outstanding matter have been received from SCC. Footpath T1/10 (Denbury Farm) had been inspected and deemed accessible. The possibility of making use of the SC Volunteer Strimmer scheme is to be investigated. The condition of a handrail/steps on T13/10 is to be investigated.

	7. 
	Planning
(a) Monthly Report

It was noted that the application of works at Copper Beech Farm, Manor Farm and Badgers  had been approved by Somerset Council. There is still no indication of the date when the decision on the solar farm will be made.

	8. 
	Finance
1. Current position
The only movements on the General Fund was the receipt of the grant in respect of the ECP of £1,500, with the balance at 31 March being £7,584.89. 

(a) Payments for approval
No payments to consider

	9.
	Unitary Authority Update
A meeting of parishes in the LCN including Halse has been arranged by SC Cllr G Wren on 26 April at which each parish’s priorities are to be discussed, prior to the formal LCN meetings commencing in June /July.


	10.
	Matters of Report
(a) Village Hall Report
Cllr Robinson Burge reported that the Hall is awaiting a a quote for a repair to chimney, which should be covered by insurance. Various smaller works are being undertaken.

(b) Police Report
The latest Crime report from PCSO Louise Fyne was noted, this included no items in Halse. 


	11.
	Appointment of replacement Clerk.
Further to the Clerk advising that he would be stepping down in mid-2024, it would be investigated if there was a Halse resident willing to take on the role, with there possibly being a shadowing period before this time.

	11.
	Items for Next Meeting
· None noted 

	12.
	Date of Next Meeting 
The next Ordinary meeting was set for Wednesday 7th June 2023 at 7.30pm, in the Village Hall, with the Annual Meeting to be held on 15th May 2023.







Signed……………………………………    Date…………………   Minute Book Page Number………………
