

Morden Parish Council Meeting Minutes 8th September 2025

Morden Parish Council

The minutes of the Meeting of Morden Parish Council meeting held on 8th September 2025, at 7.30pm at Morden Village Hall.
[bookmark: _Hlk103017901]
[bookmark: _Hlk8674439]Present: Councillors Mrs Alex Brenton (Chair), Mary Mathers (Vice-Chair), Christian Shepherd, Louis Gearing, and Maxine Clews.

Also Present:
Alison Clothier (Parish Clerk), Footpath Officer 

No members of the public were present.      

2025/091 Apologies

Cllr Brian Ash

2025/092	Declarations of Interest 
There were none.

2025/093	Public Participation  
There was none.

2025/094	Parish Council Vacancy 
There has been no interest to date. 

2025/095	Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 14th July 2025
The minutes of the meeting for 14th July 2025 were approved.

2025/096	Matters Arising & Action Points from previous meetings

0. Notices to quit – This matter was raised with the local MP; however, it was noted that there is limited action the Parish Council can take. Some housing association properties in the village are subject to local covenants, but this applies only to certain homes. Ongoing maintenance issues were discussed, and it was noted that housing associations have a duty to provide safe accommodation. Dorset Council is involved in tenant selection for some properties. There appears to be a lack of understanding by the housing association regarding the specifics of some village properties.
0. Please Slow Down Sign – It was reported that installing these signs would require a survey and a mounting post, making the initiative costly and logistically complex. The Council felt it was not worth pursuing at this time. However, concerns about speeding into the village remain. Residents are encouraged to report individual incidents to the Police.
0. Bench at cemetery – The originally selected bench is currently out of stock and not expected to be available until Spring. An alternative bench option with a 20-year guarantee was considered. The Council expressed a preference for the original choice and agreed to wait until it becomes available.
0. Relocation of Pound Wall Noticeboard – a local expert will look at it and decide whether it is strong enough to move. Two new noticeboards would be very expensive. May have to prioritise with other projects. 
0. Litter bin at Cock and Bottle – potential costs for a new bin and surround are very high. It was asked whether a new wooden surround could be made for the bin as this would save the money. Cllr Shepherd to action.
0. Repair of village benches - ongoing

2025/097	Planning Applications and Housing Matters
To comment on any planning applications notified to this Council up to the date of this meeting;

P/LBC/2025/04904 West Morden Dairy, Kings Lane, West Morden
Proposed conversion of redundant agricultural building to form two residential dwellings. Demolition of existing dutch barn structure.

NO OBJECTION

It was questioned whether the work that Wessex Water are carrying out at Black Heath would need planning permission.

2025/098 	To agree a response to the Dorset Council Local Plan consultation

The Parish Council recognises the need for new housing across Dorset and understands the rationale behind identifying strategic development areas. However, the proposal for a large development of approximately 5,000 homes at Lytchett Minster raises several points that should be addressed to ensure the development is sustainable and respects the existing character of the area.

Key points include:
· It is important that a clear and meaningful buffer is maintained between Lytchett Minster and Lytchett Matravers. This will help preserve the distinct identity of each settlement and avoid coalescence.
· The Council supports maintaining a green corridor along the A35, both as a visual and ecological buffer and to limit the impact of development on this important transport route.
· The development should not extend as far west as Bulbury Woods Golf Course, as this would contribute to linear sprawl and encroach on open countryside. Retaining this area as green space is vital to avoid an overly stretched development footprint.
· Any large-scale development in this area must take into account the already congested A35 and A350 routes, with proper investment in infrastructure to support increased traffic volumes.
· As the proposed development lies within the Green Belt, any changes should be carefully justified, and compensatory green infrastructure should be prioritised.
· The Parish Council broadly supports the principle that it is more sustainable to plan for a small number of well-designed new settlements rather than dispersing housing across many smaller villages, which often lack the infrastructure to support growth.

Other Policies
· Neighbourhood Planning: The current cost and complexity of creating Neighbourhood Plans makes them unviable for small parishes like Morden. Dorset Council should acknowledge and support alternative, cost-effective local planning tools.
· Flexible Settlement Policy: The flexible settlement policy currently applies only to areas outside the Green Belt, which excludes villages like Morden. This is seen as inequitable, and it prevents small villages from pursuing modest, community-supported development. Morden, which has a pub, church, and village hall, would benefit from limited incremental growth. Preventing all development is short-sighted and will lead to the long-term decline of rural communities.
· Affordable Housing Policy: The implication that only affordable housing can be built in villages like Morden is overly restrictive. A more balanced housing mix should be allowed to meet a range of local needs. 
· In response to Question 3 of the consultation, the Parish Council believes there should be allowance for local village plans that facilitate small-scale, locally appropriate development within the Green Belt.

Action: Clerk to draft response to the Cllrs for approval based on the discussion.

2025/099	Reports from the Dorset Councillors

Dorset Councillor report Sept 2025 
August has been dominated by awaiting the Dorset Local Plan. It has been assembled by Planning Officers with some guidance by a cross party group of Councillors under strict confidentiality.  
Now it is available for consultation your Ward Councillors have run Drop In sessions to show the detailed maps and hard copies of the Draft Plan in Upton and Morden. A session is arranged for 17th September in Lytchett Matravers Village Hall when the professional Planners will be in attendance and another session in Upton on Tuesday 30th afternoon in Upton town council offices. The Plan is available online as www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-is-changing  The Housing maps are in Appendix A the consultation runs until 13th October but late submissions will be accepted for a few weeks after.  
 The draft plan for housing which is the most contentious includes all the land which has been suggested by landowners as possible for development, but also some parcels which the Planners have suggested. Any landowner can contact the Planning office and remove their parcel of land. These are only suggestions at this stage, there will be no compulsory purchases and they will be taken up by developers not Dorset Council. The process is driven by Central Westminster government who have set Housing target which Dorset must put in the Local Plan. The figures really need Dorset to plan for some large scale building as in new villages in Dorset. One proposed is between Lytchet Minster and Lytchett Matravers of up to 5000 houses. That size would bring enough infrastructure money in to build new schools, shop areas, employment zones and surgeries. Others are proposed for North Dorchester and Crossways.  
Morden and other Green belt settlements are excluded for the proposals but will still be affected by the amount of new buildings, traffic, etc. The Tag Line ‘Dorset-is-Changing’ is very true. Please respond to the consultation online if possible as they are easier to collate, hard copies are available on demand in Libraries.  
Dorset Transport Plan is out for consultation at the same time as the Local Plan. It is full of aspirations but not many definite commitments because  it needs public response in order to prioritise the options. Better transport links can support economic life and keep vitality in our villages and market Towns. Please respond online. Bus Companies are private businesses, they take commercial decisions, Dorset Council can influence the decision and sometime campaign for routes but there is limited money available for subsidies.  BCP have run a consultation about removing subsidies. Dorset would like to maintain and increase bus routes. 
Connectivity between villages and towns is a problem preventing commuting by public transport and increasing rural isolation. Dorset Community Transport is a Charity which runs minibuses for non-drivers in villages which should be wider known and used. There is one route which connects Winterborne Kingston Morden Bere Regis  and Slepe with Poole and one which runs through Upton to Poole. This is a door to Door service for those who cannot access the commercial bus routes.  Ward Councillors are campaigning for more support for DCT as this is part of making life better for the older or more isolated folk in our County.  
Dorset Council has been active in  moving forward with new ideas, to make the County Age Friendly for all . Accessibility to all services and consideration of all users preventing some age groups becoming isolated and ignored is the prime motivation.  Dorset has applied to be recognised Nationally as an AGE FRIENDLY County, ratified by Charity Centre for Aging Better.  
Cllr Robinson is working on getting a Health Science University in Weymouth in association with Education and the NHS by repurposing an underused Hospital. This would raise the educational offer in Dorset and should keep and probably attract trainee Healthcare workers to our area.  It is well known that Dorset has an ageing population, but we need younger active workers to find worthwhile careers and housing in the County to stay and enjoy our beautiful coastline and countryside. 
 
Chairmans report Morden Parish Council Sept 2025 
The dry summer means the verges stayed under control. The footpaths are passable in East Morden thanks to Rob and Harry, though the footpath from Whitefields to East Bloxworth is problematical and needs a working party.  
A working party also needed to clear brambles around the MORDEN signs. No progress on litter bins or noticeboards.  
The A35 will be closed from Morden Park Corner to the Woodbury turning. I have asked if it will be accessible to Black Heath in the evening, but doubtful as digging up tarmac to insert new larger pipe.  
Burial ground has been cut by contractor and also strimmed by volunteers. The Watkins memorial is in place. Plans for a headstone for Rev Maddox is in hand.  
A maintenance list is being  prepared for Martin Legg to quote.  
Extension of Burial ground has stalled because of need to know extra costs for EA report etc.  
A Drop In about the Dorset Local Plan was organised but very poorly attended. The next chance to see the hard copies of maps etc is 17th September in Lytchett Matravers Village Hall.  

2025/100	Village Reports
Morden Village Hall (MVH) 
REPORT FROM MORDEN VILLAGE HALL
The hall has been quieter on weekdays over the school summer holidays as meetings are less popular.  The weekends have been busy with 3 weddings and a couple of parties. The hall is VERY busy in September with only 1 day totally free.
The tennis afternoon that Louis organised was very successful with several families turning up.  The young players were particularly promising.
The Morden community lunches are still very popular
The Macmillan fundraising brunch will be on Saturday 13 September from 11am.
The Morden Quiz will be on Friday 14 November.
A bench in memory of Myrtle Whitelock has arrived and the tree is ordered.
Church

No report


2025/101	Governance Tasks 

i) To update on online banking arrangements – this is progressing well with online access now achieved with permission to start online payments pending.
ii) To discuss moving to a .gov.uk email address – Clerk to attend DAPTC information session in October on requirements.
iii) To approve the national Local Government pay increase – this was approved.


2025/102	Financial Matters

See Appendix 1. The accounts were noted and approved. DCT will be asking all Parishes if they can donate towards the cost of the bus in January. 

Cheques were authorised as follows:-

	[bookmark: _Hlk24393080]Cheque No
	Payee
	Details
	Amount

	
	Lloyds
	Service Charge
	£4.75

	
	Lloyds
	Service Charge
	£6.25

	
	Lloyds
	Service Charge
	£4.25

	766
	Alison Clothier
	Salary, mileage, printer cartridge and back pay
	305.49

	767
	HMRC
	PAYE
	36.60

	768
	HMRC
	PAYE
	32.53

	769
	Morden Village Hall
	Room hire for Local Plan consultation 
	18.75

	770
	Morden Parish Magazine
	Donation 
	£100


	

2025/103	Roads and Highways
	
		24 hour closure of A35 on 22nd September. 

2025/104	Parking – New Lane
		
		No improvements 

2025/105	Village Maintenance

· Footpath Improvements (Footpath Working Party Discussion):
Many of the footpaths are now clear. A working party is needed to tackle the remaining issues.

2025/106	Progress on Projects
		Neighbourhood Plan – stalled until funding is available. Housing feedback session 			will be put into a report.

2025/107	Tree Officer Report

		Confirmation Of Tree Preservation Order TPO/2025/0020 Dorset Council (Swingate, 89 		Dorchester Road, Lytchett Minster, BH16 6HT & Denmer House, Dorchester Road, 			Lytchett Minster, BH16 6HT) 

2025/108	Report and comments on Burial Ground (in advance)

· Future of the Burial Ground – 
To approve pre application costs for cemetery extension –  this is stalled pending advice from Dorset Council on whether the application needs specialist groundwater report.
Action: Clerk to approach the EA to ask about a report.

2025/109 To agree the meeting dates for 2026
These were agreed as second Monday of January, March, May, July, September and November 2026 at 7.30pm
2025/110	Items for information

2025/111	AOB

Macmillan Coffee Morning on Saturday 13th September 

Morden Quiz on Friday 14th November 

Litter pick – equipment needed including pickers, bags and signs will be purchased.

2025/090	Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 10th November 2025 at 7.30 pm at Morden Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.44 pm.


Signed……………………………………………………………………………………….Date……………………………….
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Morden Parish Council

Budget Monitoring for the year ended 31st March 2026

Description

2025/26 

Budget

Actual Balance

Receipts

Account Interest 44.15 44.15

Precept 5,000.00 2,500.00 (2,500.00)

CIL receipts 0.00 0.00

Burial Income 475.00 475.00

Grants 0.00

Misc income 0.00 0.00

VAT refunded 143.59 143.59

Total receipts 5,000.00 3,162.74 (1,837.26) 0.00

Payments

DAPTC Subs. + other subs 150.00 130.00 20.00

Insurance 500.00 277.00 223.00

Training 300.00 0.00 300.00

Wages - Clerk 1,200.00 971.85 228.15

Clerk Expenses  240.00 35.70 204.30

IT/Website 150.00 0.00 150.00

Rent 80.00 0.00 80.00

Grass cutting and maintenance  1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00

Audit fees 200.00 100.00 100.00

Contingencies 250.00 27.75 222.25

Election costs 500.00 0.00 500.00

Grants 100.00 0.00 100.00

Donations 200.00 0.00 200.00

Defibrillator 50.00 0.00 50.00

Parish Projects 1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00

Childrens Activities 300.00 0.00 300.00

Burial Ground 0.00 0.00 0.00

VAT 4.99 (4.99)

Total payments 0.00 6,220.00 1,547.29 4,672.71 0.00

Balance b/fwd from 31.03.23 33,558.69 Monies held in bank 35,548.76

Income to date 3162.74

36,721.43

Add:

Earmarked Reserves Income not cleared

Election costs 1,500.00 Less:

General Reserves (defibrillator, 

insurance excess, IT) 4,000.00 Cheques not cleared (374.62)

Burial Account 13,368.43

CIL 1,937.69

20,806.12 Earmarked funds (20,806.12)

Expenses for current year to date 1,547.29

1,547.29

Balance available not yet committed 14,368.02 General Reserve 14,368.02

0.00
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Morden Parish Council

Reconciliation of Accounts

Balance b/fwd From 31.03.25 33558.69

Add: Income year to date 3162.74

Less: Expenditure to date 1547.29

Balance as at 31.08.25 35174.14

Funded by:

Burial Account 01566470 13368.43

Community Account00156333 22180.33

35548.76

Add: Uncleared Income

08.09.25 Alison Clothier Clerk wages and expenses (July/August) (printer cartridge and back pay) £305.49

08.09.25 HMRC  PAYE payment (August) £36.60

08.09.25 HMRC  PAYE payment (September) £32.53

374.62

Balance as at 31.08.25 35174.14

Difference 0.00


