Temple Ewell Parish Council, Annual Parish Meeting – 29th April 2025
Chairmans Report
The last year has been both productive but also challenging in a number of areas for Temple Ewell Parish Council. I would like to thank all Parish Councillors for their support. There have been several comings and goings during the year, not least with the departure of Glenn Mousley who had been Chairman and a Councillors for many years, and who is now living near Faversham. We also said farewell to Cllr. Kylie Marsh due to her busy workload, but in May we welcomed the addition of Cllrs. Andrew Bateman & Stuart Wilson and later in the year Cllrs. Edward Haste and Dr. Laetitia Schoeb. We still have 3 vacancies but are blessed with more Councillors than most parishes in Dover District and benefit from a wide range of experience from all of our Councillors.
Our thanks go out to our Village Handyman, Nigel Newington who continues to perform his role very well and often carries out additional tasks to help keep the village looking its best. Nigel is also seen working with his father Bob Newington who we also thank for supervising the volunteers who manage Dragon Wood and for advice to Parish Council on a number of environmental issues.
Last summer we joined the national celebrations for the 80th anniversary of D-Day, and I’m pleased to advise that with May 8th being the 80th anniversary of VE-Day we again have the support of Rev. Parrish and the Church of St. Peter & St. Paul with the village beacon being lit at 9.30pm. We have also supported a VE-Day linked art competition for the children at Temple Ewell Primary School and the prizes will be presented to the winners earlier in the day.
The Christmas lights turn on complete with Santa Claus and Christmas songs from the excellent Pharos Chamber Choir was very well attended; a special thank you to those who helped supply the mince pies and drinks during the evening. Sadly, the high winds and some localised vandalism impacted on the quality of the lights display during the festive period; we hope to solve some of these problems for the coming year. 
The annual village footpath walk took place in October with a group of parishioners covering some of the many footpaths around the village, followed by an excellent tea prepared by W.I. We thank them for their support.
We continue to liaise with Kent Highways regarding trying to improve traffic safety within the village. Sadly, many of our proposals have been thwarted by KCC Highways either due to technical issues or the absence of funding, this includes proposals to improve the Alkham Valley Road and its junction with London Road in Kearsney, despite support from both River and Alkham Parish Councils. I am pleased to advise that we are close to establishing an active Speedwatch Group within the village which following discussions and training from Kent Police will focus on traffic moving along London Road near to the centre of the village.
The long-awaited Section 106 monies from the Railway Bell redevelopment have enabled a refurbishment of some of the play equipment at King George V Playing Field, and we hope to improve the area behind the netball court later in the summer utiising the remainder of this money. Having taken nearly a year to get the required Licence from KCC, we now undertake the maintenance of the embankment near to Lorna’s Hairdressers which should see it being kept tidier and hosting some bright flowers during spring and summer.
Lastly, I would like to thank District & County Councillor David Beaney for his help with a number of issues throughout the year, not least by enabling us to complete the long term and expensive project at Dragon Wood Car Park which now has better drainage and a tarmac surface which will hopefully enable greater usage throughout the year.



