
IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 22nd May 2019 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



K Watts – In the Chair

Councillors

Miss L Brown


JP Carr

P Smith 


Mr D May

J Dunkley


Mrs C Elliott
R Elliott


Mrs A May

D Shroll



V Wilkinson
T Maguire

P Armstrong
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There was 1 member of the present 

Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from L Ellis-Day & M May
19/01
Election of Chair and Acceptance of Office

Nominations were received for the office for Chair for Cllrs K Watts & P Armstrong It was RESOLVED That Councillor P Armstrong be elected Chairman for the ensuing year.  The Acceptance of office form was then signed.

Cllr Armstrong took the Chair

19/02
DPI's

Members were reminded that at change of interest throughout the year should be given to the Clerk – DPI’s Cllr T Maguire, other interest, regarding 19/17 Correspondence Scarrott Fair and Cllr P Smith, other interest, 19/14 planning
19/03
Appointment of Members

a)
Vice Chair – Cllr T Maguire
b)
Internal Accounts Controller – Cllr L Brown
c)
Footpaths – Cllr P Armstong
d)
Highway Warden Irchester– Cllrs P Smith
e)
Highways Warden Little Irchester & Knuston – Cllr J Dunkley

f)
Health & Safety Representative – Cllr J Dunkley

19/04
Advisory Groups

Resolved: that the following Advisory Groups are appointed for the ensuring year with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman being ex officios of all.


a)
Planning and Development – Councillors R Elliott, JP Carr, J Dunkley, V Wilkinson & K Watts

b)
Recreation – Councillors  M May, A May, P Smith, T Maguire, K Watts, JP Carr & J Dunkley also acting as Safety Inspector and Routine Maintenance,, 

c)
Cemetery – Councillors A May, JP Carr, P Smith, P Armstrong, R Elliott, T Maguire, L Ellis Day, K Watts


f)
Finance – Councillors JP Carr, T Maguire, L Brown, P Armstrong, K Watts, R Elliott & D May 


g)
Emergency Plan - Councillors D Shroll, D May, P Armstrong, L Ellis Day, J Dunkley & L Brown

19/05
Appointment of Representatives on Outside Bodies

Resolved: that the following appointments are made for the ensuing year.


a)
Irchester Sports Association – Councillors L Brown & R Elliott

b)
Village Hall Committee – Councillor P Smith


c)
Youth Centre Management Committee – Councillor L Ellis-Day


d)
Bowling Club Committee – Councillor P Armstrong


e)
Allotment Association – Councillor T Maguire/L Brown
19/06
Dates of Council Meetings 2019/20
RESOLVED That the dates for the Council Meetings were agreed and accepted as listed below:



26th June 2019



29th January 2020


28th  August 2019



26th  February 2020


25th September 2019


25th March 2020


30th  October 2019


29th April 2020


27th November 2019


May 2020 meeting to be agreed as election yea


Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Irchester Parish Council 
19/7
Public participation
Police report sent to councillors prior to the meeting – It was stated that the Bowls club had been broken into and the mower and bell had been stolen.
19/8
Minutes
The minutes from 24th April 2019 were agreed as a true record
19/9
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Levelling of graves ordered but confirmation not received
· Memorial testing scheduled for 4th and 5th October 2019

· Church Clock maintenance for 5 years accepted

· Bootcamp risk assessments and insurance received

19/10
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £ for May 2019 be approved.  
[image: image1.emf]
b) Current financial statement £179,624.23 – sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  
c) RESOLVED that Cllr JP Carr and L Brown to authorise the bacs payments for May 2019
d) RESOLVED to agree the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment and Internal Controls without any changes.
e) Agreed to set up a Finance Working party meeting to look at policies and procedures.  Date to be confirmed.
19/11
Recreation Grounds
A meeting had taken place regarding the Methodist Church event weekend and risk assessments etc. were being carried out.  It would appear that a great deal of cut grass had been left all over the wet pore in the play area which may have been from the grass cutting or being kicked about.  To monitor the situation.
It was agreed to accept the quotation of £345.00 in order to have the quarter pipe of the skate park repaired.
19/12
Highways – 
· The epicormic growth at the bottom of the trees along the A509 had started to overgrow the pathway which was on the lengthsmans list to cut back.

· A drain cover in Daniels Road had come loose which needed to be reported to Anglian Water
· The country park sign was obscured by vegetation which needed to be reported to fixmystreet.
· The 30mph sign in Little Irchester was obscured by vegetation which needed to be reported to fixmystreet.

19/13
Little Irchester/Knuston
Request was made that the notice board along A509 be replaced using the Solar Farm monies as the current frame had deteriorated.  It was agreed that the Clerk could order a new notice board as long as the cost did not exceed £500.00.
19/14
Planning

· Application No. WP/19/00230/FUL Proposal: Single storey rear extension plus front porch Location: 2 Gray Street, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN29 7DS – No objections
· Application No. WP/19/00138/FUL Proposal: Demolition of bungalow and erection of a replacement 2 storey dwelling, a vehicular access crossing and area of hardstanding off Prospect Avenue - Location: 203 Wollaston Road, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN29 7DG – No objections
· WP/19/00140/FUL – Erection agricultural building re submission land adj Railway & High Street - Concern was raised in that the description was misleading, there are ample farm buildings a field away, the field is managed by a third party, the access is on a dangerous stretch or road, goes against policy 2 of the Irchester, Knuston and Little Irchester Neighbourhood plan regarding protecting the views of the grade I listed church and High Street.  It also goes against the policies 1, 8 & 15 of the NNJCS.

19/15
Cemetery/War Memorial
Notes of the working party meeting had been sent to councillors
· Concern was raised regarding the tree cuttings which appeared to be encroaching on graves as to when they would be removed – to be mulched/removed asap.
· Concern was raised regarding weeds growing through the gravel in the cremated remains section – it was stated that this area would be weed killed as soon as possible, hopefully, before July.
· It was noted that several ornaments being stolen from graves and councillors were asked to be vigilant
· War Memorial planting - it was noted as being successful.
19/16
Community/Consultation Events
a) Notes from the Village Voice working party to be sent to councillors – the approach to advertisers etc. to be discussed at the next working party meeting
b) Parsons Hall – The meeting was re arranged for 3rd June.  
c) Motion - To support the establishment of a Community Managed Library in Irchester, overseen by a Library Management Steering Group.
i) A decision will be made by Northamptonshire County Council for Community Managed Libraries on the 14th May 2019. A timeframe of 6 weeks (until 30th June 2019) has been given for successful libraries to submit a business plan and a budget for up to 5 years. – RESOLVED after a great deal of discussion the motion was agreed
ii) To enable a management group to go forward with producing a business plan and managing to keep Irchester Library open they will need both moral and financial support from the Parish Council. This would include operational costs on a ¼ year basis when a transfer has taken place and until such time a management group has secured other means of funding the library. This should be reviewed annually. – RESOLVED after a great deal of discussion it was agreed in principle.  Request was made that once the business plan and budget details had been completed then the information would be sent to councillors and a further meeting, exclusive to public and press, to take place in order to discuss the information further before being submitted to NCC.
Cllrs R & C Elliott left the meeting
19/17
Correspondence
· A late request had been received by Scarrott Fair to attend the recreation ground during June 2019.  It was agreed that the cost would be £600.00 plus £200.00 refundable deposit as long as all the risk assessments and insurances were appropriate.
· A further meeting had been arranged by NCALC regarding the Local Government Reorganisation which takes place on 12th June.  Only one delegate can attend and as Cllr Carr went to the original meeting it was agreed that he should attend.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10 pm


Chair
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