


Minutes of the Annual Barrow Parish Council  held at  Willey       Village Hall, Willey, on Tuesday 21st May 2024, at 6.30 p.m. 

1.   APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN:
To appoint a Chairman for the ensuing year.  It was RESOLVED to elect Councillor Downes to the position of Chair.  He signed his declaration of office form. 
2. APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN:
To appoint a Vice Chairman for the ensuing year.  It was RESOLVED to elect Councillor Knott to the position of Vice Chair.  
3. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES: 
 It was RESOLVED to elect the following Councillors to the following roles. 
a. SALC Bridgnorth Area Committee. Councillor Knott.
b. Severn Gorge Countryside Trust. Councillor Downes.
c. Slaney Alms-houses Charity. Councillor Downes.
d. Willey Village Hall. Councillor Skinner.
e. Planning Committee. Whoever is available.
4. APPOINTMENT OF PARISH COUNCILLORS TO VARIOUS RESPONSIBLITES:
a. Allotment working party. Councillors Skinner and Churchill plus clerk. 

5.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
 Members of the public will have the opportunity to raise Parish matters between 6.30 p.m. and 6.40 p.m. No members of the public were present. 

6. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES:
    Apologies were accepted from Councillor Knott. 

7. TO RECORD THOSE MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors Downes, Churchill, Hancox and Skinner were present.  Also present Shropshire Councillor Thomas. 
8. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS:
               Councillor Downes declared a prejudicial interest in item 17a. 

9.     MINUTES:
     To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 19th March 2024.
      It was RESOLVED to sign and adopt the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 19th March 2024.


10.  CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION:
   To complete and sign the Certificate of Exemption for smaller authorities where the  higher  of gross income or gross expenditure does not exceed £25000.   It was RESOLVED to sign the Certificate of Exemption.  

11.  ANNUAL INTERNAL AUDIT STATEMENT AND ACTION PLAN.
  Noted. Clerk to present an action plan to the July meeting. 
12.  ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2023/2024:
To complete the Annual Governance Statement for 2023/2024.  It was RESOLVED to say  yes to the 8 questions and sign the statement.

13.  ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 2023/2024
  To approve and sign the Accounting Statements 2023/2024.
  It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Accounting Statement.
14.  STANDING ORDERS, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS AND RISK ASSESSMENT:
 The Clerk will report that it is necessary to adopt the revised Standing Orders and re- confirm the Financial Regulations, Asset Register, and all other policies.    
1. Standing Orders
2. Financial Regulations
3. Financial Risk Assessment
4. Code of Conduct
5. Reserves Policy
6. Complaints Procedure
7. Grievance Procedure
8. Managing pre application approaches.
9. Councillor-clerk protocol
10. Safeguarding Policy
            It was RESOLVED to adopt all the procedures and policies.

15. APPROVE SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES FOR  2024/2025.  
           21st May 2024
          16th July 2024
17th September 2024
19th November 2024
21st January 2025
18th March 2025
20th May 2025
        
        It was RESOLVED to book these dates.
16.     REPORT BY SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL MEMBER:
          To receive a report from the Shropshire Council Member.
          
     Shropshire Councillor Thomas informed the meeting that a new Pelican Crossing is being installed on Victoria Road by Much Wenlock Primary School. There will also be 40mph buffer zone leading towards the 30mph area.  Bridge Road had further works to fix water problems around three weeks ago.  He has visited Bould Lane with highways engineer to try to get the potholes fixed.  He discussed the recent consultation about the future of five recycling centres in the county.  This consultation is part of the £62 million cuts to budget.  He also reported that the government has given Shropshire Council over seven years £164.4 million for highways.  The major drainage works on Stretton Road will be taking place 22nd July to 15th September 2024. The road will be entirely closed for the whole closure.  The Dog PSP order with powers for Shropshire Council officers given power to issue fixed penalty notices of £100.00.  

   17.  PLANNING
a. New applications to be considered.
· 24/01817/PAAFC 4 Caughley Farm Buildings Pound Lane Broseley.  Prior approval application for the change of use of an agricultural building to a flexible commercial use.    It was RESOLVED to raise no objection to this application.    
b. Applications since last meeting.
None. 
c. Decisions:  
· 24/00705/FUL Builders Yard Adj Benthall Lane Benthall.  Proposed new    bungalow on  existing workshops/builders yard. Refuse full planning permission.
· 24/01175/TCA Little Gables Spout Lane Benthall Broseley.  Fell 2 Pine and thin by 30% and reduce back to give 2.3-3m clearance from adjacent building 1 Pine within Broseley conservation area.  Raise no objection. 
· 24/01381/CPE Application for a lawful development certificate for the continued occupation in excess of 10 years in breach of planning permission.  The Bungalow Bishton Nursery Posenhall. Certificate of existing lawful use or development.
d. Any other planning matters.
· APP/L3245/W/23/3322079 Benthall Grange Benthall Lane Benthall Broseley.      Outline application (all matters reserved) for the erection of three dwellings following demolition of all existing buildings.  Dismissed. 







18. FINANCE:
a. Invoices to pay.  It was RESOLVED to pay the following invoices: 
·  Mrs J Madeley £689.47 chq 1111.
·  NEST £63.48 dd
·  Waterplus 
· Willey and District Village Hall £45.00 chq 1116.
·  Hugo Fox £11.99 dd
·  Clear Insurance £393.50 chq 1112.
·  Shropshire Council £15.00 chq 1113.
·  SALC £349.05 chq 1114.
· RLT Auditing £112.50 chq 1115.
b. Bank reconciliation   Mar 24 
 
	Bank reconciliation at 31 March 2024
	 

	
	 
	£

	
	Balance b/f 31.3.23
	         9,801.60 

	
	Plus income
	       12,712.69 

	
	Total
	       22,514.29 

	
	Less: expenditure
	       13,165.44 

	
	Total
	         9,348.85 

	
	 
	 

	
	Balances31.3.24
	

	
	Current account
	         7,424.19 

	
	savings account
	         3,352.13 

	
	Total
	       10,776.32 

	
	Less: unpresented expenses
	1427.47

	
	Add unpresented income
	 

	
	Total 
	         9,348.85 


And April 2024
	      Bank reconciliation at 31 March 2025
	 
	

	
	 
	£
	

	
	Balance b/f 31.3.24
	         9,348.85 
	

	
	Plus income
	       14,824.96 
	

	
	Total
	       24,173.81 
	

	
	Less: expenditure
	             277.83 
	

	
	Total
	       23,895.98 
	Apr-24

	
	 
	 
	

	
	Balances31.3.25
	
	

	
	Current account
	       20,570.39 
	

	
	savings account
	         3,355.59 
	

	
	Total
	       23,925.98 
	

	
	Less: unpresented expenses
	30.00
	

	
	Add unpresented income
	 
	

	
	Total 
	       23,895.98 
	



c.   Noticeboard and Benches inv.  Councillor Downes will present invoice. 
d. Precept received Shropshire Council £11500.00

     19. POLICE MATTERS:
a. To receive any reports from the beat manager.  Clerk to ask for new posters for noticeboards. 
b. Introduction to the New Local Policing Inspector. A new police inspector has been appointed for the South Shropshire Safer Neighbourhood Team.

   20. PARISH ALLOTMENTS.
a. Report from Cllr Skinner & Cllr Churchill.  A plot has become vacant.  The first two people on the waiting list no longer live locally and do not wish to be considered.  The third person is meeting Councillor Skinner as soon as possible.  Clerk to contact neighbours re the condition of the back of their outbuilding offering access via the allotment site at an arranged time.
b. Tree Works:  Councillor Churchill to obtain a written quote for tree works.
c. A proposal for a share table/bench and exchange centre is being explored.  

21. WEBSITE AND EMAILS UPDATE. Councillor Knott is still working on these issues.

     22. BARROW CHURCHYARD
a.  Working Party. Works quotes. Clekr has received two quotes from the three contractors approached.  It was RESOLVED to employ Tree Solutions for £350.00
 23. STREET LIGHTING.
                No updates.
                    
         24. HIGHWAYS
a. Any issues to report.  The roads towards Willey Village are all pothole ridden.  Clerk to find out what plans there are to fill. 
b. safety scheme Benthall. Clerk has not received the information needed to progress this project. 
c. Road Closures :
· Road Closures B4375 Barratts Hill. 26th-27th June.
· Road Closures B4375 Church Street 27th June -1st July.
· Bridge Road Benthall 17th June 18th June.
· B4373 Bridgnorth to Astley Abbotts 1st – 4th July.
· B4373 Astley Abbotts and Nordley 28th July. 
         25.  REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS WHO HAVE ATTENDED OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
· Councillor Skinner reported that the brown signs are now in place at five different points.  Sadly Nick’s quiz had to be postponed because there were not enough volunteers available. The last pop up pub was a success.  The sponsored walk for Lady Forester centre ended at the village hall with tea and cake. There is now a card reader available.  A grant has been obtained from the platinum jubilee village hall  fund of £2125 to  up grade the kitchen.
· Councillor Downes attended the Annual open meeting of Severn Gorge countryside Trust.  It was attended by around 80 people who heard a presentation by Andrew Fuesk Peters an international wildlife photographer.

27. CORRESPONDENCE:     
        a. email from resident. Regarding the proposal for Floyer Lane development.
        b. Phone call water running down Bridge Road. This has been repaired.
               28.  Date of next scheduled meeting Tuesday 16th July  2024.  The meeting was   declared closed  at 20.07pm.
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