

PTM 07 (02) 25
[bookmark: _Hlk523741982]                                             Planning & Transportation Committee held on
                                            Wednesday 16th July 2025 at 18.45 in the Village Centre

Minutes
Present: Cllr. Radford (Chairman), Cllr Picot, Cllr Blundell, Cllr Maines, Cllr Moody , Cllr Fiorini.
In attendance: Zoe Brookman (Clerk) , Michelle and Gareth Thomas (Three Horseshoes) and 6 Parishioners.

1. Apologies: Cllr Collins, Cllr Brookes, Cllr Hewitt – Other Commitments.
2. Declarations of interest: None.
3. Decisions:
Granted:
Refused:
           Appeals:
           Appeals granted:
           Appeals: Refused:
No longer valid:
Withdrawn:
Prior Approval not Required:
4.  Applications Received:
[image: ]
Demolition of existing buildings and erection of a two-storey terrace with
accommodation in the roof comprising 7 dwellings, new access drive and 16 parking
spaces.
Object:

This is one of the most significant applications that has come before the Parish to consider.

In hindsight, this appears to be a contrived planning application as a lot of thought has gone into this ahead of its submission.

On first view the very well-presented brochure offers a visually agreeable street scene but on closer inspection would introduce the highest ridge height in the centre of the village and a distinct terracing effect as it turns the corner into Chevening Lane, where it reduces the open, rural approach and further impacts on visibility on an already accident-susceptible corner.

The property to the rear will be subject to light intrusion which we understand is contrary to Policy EN2.

We are unable to ascertain the footprint/volume calculations and whether the structures in the rear garden which do not appear to benefit from planning permission had been included and request clarity of this.

We sympathise with the apparent poor trading figures but are surprised that the pub was so recently considered a viable investment. 


We request that the case officer asks the applicant for a viability assessment of their business ahead of a decision being made on this application.

If we reluctantly have to accept the loss of our central village pub and loss of employment, it would seem that this application presents a potentially sympathetic design of the central existing-style structure however the properties either side are not in-keeping and lack  ‘character’.

We have concerns regarding the number of bedrooms proposed as these do not meet Sevenoaks housing needs survey requirements for affordable housing and have reservations about the parking arrangements as the design must be such that the new residents make full use of it and do not park in the road.

We support neighbours at Faun’s Wood concerns regarding plot 7 wrapping around the corner into Chevening Lane in relation to overdevelopment of the site, street scene, obscured sight lines and parking.

We would welcome a condition directing the construction site traffic to the rear of the properties to limit congestion at the Pound.

We would strongly support a diverse palette of building materials and would advocate the use of old-style brick colour, differing window sizes and shapes along with the use of traditional Kentish white shiplap cladding. Furthermore, we would look favourably on a hipped roof rather than the gable end style roofing.

Please note that further information will follow from the Parish Council when verified.


	Other Planning Matters
1. a. Sevenoaks Local Plan and Fort Halstead. 
Nothing further to report.

2. Planning applications consultation issues.
Nothing further to report.
              

5. Transportation Matters

Meeting ended: 21.10


Signed……………………………………………………………………


Date………………………………………………………………………….
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