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Minutes of the Elkesley Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 14th March 2024 at 6.00pm in the Elkesley Memorial Hall, High Street, Elkesley.

Present:	Cllr Skelton (Chair), Cllr O’Brien, Cllr Stronach
Others:		Mrs Davies (Clerk) and members of the public

2050/24	To receive apologies and reasons for absence
		No apologies received.
2051/24	To receive and record declaration of interests from Members in any item on the agenda
		No declaration of interests received.
2052/24	To receive the Chair’s report
		The Chair gave a brief report.
2053/24	To suspend the meeting to hold a 10-minute public session
		Nothing from the members of the public. The Chair then reconvened the meeting.
2054/24	To receive reports from the District & County Councillors
		Apologies received from County Councillor Turner. 
		At this point, The Chair brought forward the Co-option of Parish Councillors.
2055/24	To consider co-option of Parish Councillors
Three applications for co-option onto the Parish Council were received: Jamie Wright, Leona Ashley, and Jamie Gilson. After consideration, Cllr Stronach proposed to approve all three co-options; this was seconded by Cllr O’Brien and resolved by the Council - 3 votes
Cllr Wright and Cllr Ashley signed their Declaration of Office; the Clerk then countersigned these. Cllr Gilson was not present at the meeting and his Declaration of Office will be signed at or before the next council meeting.
2056/24	To receive update on the Neighbourhood Plan review and approval of Contractor Licence 
		No Neighbourhood Plan update received. 
		Cllr Stronach proposed to approve the Contractor Licence for access to the Council’s mapping 			account; this was seconded by Cllr O’Brien and resolved by the Council – 5 votes.
		This contractor licence is to provide information for the Neighbourhood Plan Consultant and the 		Steering Group.
2057/24	To approve the minutes of the meeting held 15th November 2023
Cllr O’Brien proposed to accept the minutes of the meeting held 15th November 2023 as a true record; this was seconded by Cllr Stronach and resolved by the Council.

2058/24	To consider any planning applications or planning correspondence 
		No planning applications received.		
2059/24	To consider a grant request from the Girlguiding – 1st Elkesley Rainbows
After consideration, Cllr Stronach proposed to approve a grant of £158 to the 1st Elkesley Rainbows; this was seconded by Cllr Wright and resolved by the Council – 5 votes.
2060/24	To consider the Idle Times contribution as per this year’s budget
After consideration, Cllr Stronach proposed to approve this year’s contribution to the Idle Times; this was seconded by Cllr Wright and resolved by the Council – 5 votes.
2061/24	To consider payment of the hire of the tractor and storage
Cllr O’Brien proposed to pay for 5 months hire of ride on tractor and storage of £208.33; this was seconded by Cllr Wright and resolved by the Council – 5 votes.
2062/24	To approve the payments as listed and the financial reports for 30th November 2023, December 		2023 & 31st January 2024
		The Clerk circulated copies of the payments as listed and financial reports as above, bank 			statements, budget, variances, general and ear marked finances for the Council to view.
		Cllr Stronach proposed to approve the payments as listed and financial reports as above; this was 		seconded by Cllr O’Brien and resolved by the Council – 4 votes. Cllr Wright didn’t take part in 			approval of payments due to a declaration.
		Bank Balances at 29.2.2024		£39,487.61
		Less unpresented cheques		£01,025.56
Closing cash book balances 29.2.2024	£38,462.05

Made up of:	General reserves	£13,818.09
Ear marked reserves	£24,643.96 (Includes restricted funding)
					£38,462.05

2063/24	To review and consider any changes of the General  & Financial risk assessment
		The Clerk previously circulated copies of the General  & Financial risk assessment for the 			Councillors to review.
		Cllr Stronach proposed to approve the assessment without any changes; this was seconded by Cllr 		Ashley and resolved by the Council – 5 votes.
2064/24	To consider the 2024-25 Budget, ear marked reserves and the precept for 2024-25
		The Clerk previously circulated copies of the draft budget for 2024-25 taking into account ear 			marked reserves, for the Councillors to consider.
		The Clerk then went through the options for the precept for 2024-25 for the Councillors to 			consider.
		After consideration, Cllr Stronach proposed to approve the budget and precept for 2024-25; this 		was seconded by Cllr Wright and resolved by the Council – 5 votes.
		There is no percent increase on the precept for 2024-25 this remains at £15,195.00.
		The impact of £60.19 is reduced by 0.54p from last year.
		The approved budget for 2024/25: 	Expenses 				£19,606.00
							Less self-generated Income		£01,203.00
							Less contribution from reserves		£02,816.00
							Sub-total				£15,587.00
							
							Less: BDC Concurrent grant		£00,042.00
							Less BDC Cemetery grant		£00,350.00
							Parish precept requirement (A)		£15,195.00
							
							Parish Tax base   (B)			£00,252.45
							Impact on Parish Council taxpayer	£00.060.19
							(A divided by B) for a Band D property

		

		At this point the Chair asked for the grounds maintenance requirement item to be moved to the end 		of the meeting.
2065/24	To consider the inspection reports for the BMX tracks and any expenses required to carry out 			repairs
		Due to the cancellation of the last 3 meetings; the Clerk asked to Councillors to consider the BMX 		tracks risk assessment and items that required doing.  After discussion, the Chair suggested that the 		Councillors take a look at the BMX tracks before the next meeting to discuss this further  at April’s 		meeting. 	
2066/24	To receive reports and consideration of any expenses on the following:	
		Sports field, play area and BMX safety inspections 
· It was noted that the cows have gone through the fencing and onto sports field again; the football team has offered to help with labour to repair the gap. The Chair to contact the farmer.
· The Chair is putting together a contract with football team for the use of the sports field.
· The Clerk reported that the independent play area inspection will be carried out in early April
		At this point Cllr Ashley left the meeting.
		The Officer then reported that under the District Council’s Anti-social Behaviour Crime and 			Policing Act 2014, they are consulting parishes on the Proposed Renewal of an Existing Public 			Spaces Protection Order.
		In September 2021, the District Council renewed a Public Spaces Protection Order aimed at 			controlling anti-social behaviour related to dogs and dog ownership.
		The Bassetlaw District Council – Public Spaces (Dog Control) Order 2021 states that:-
· Owners must pick up their dogs’ faeces on any land to which the public have access
· Owners must keep their dogs on leads in specified burial grounds cemeteries and churchyards
· Dogs are banned from specified fenced children’s areas
· Owners must be able to demonstrate to an authorised officer that they are carrying suitable means, such as a suitable bag, to pick up and remove dog faeces from designed land
		Public Spaces Protection Orders remain in force for a maximum period of three years, but the 			Council may renew the Order for further three-year periods if it is believed that an Order is still 			necessary.
		For Elkesley this means that:-
		Schedule one – Keeping of dogs on lead – This Order applied to all the land described
		The following churchyards and cemeteries:
· St Giles’s Churchyard, High Street, Elkesley
· Elkesley Cemetery, High Street Elkesley
		Schedule two – Dog Exclusion Areas – The Order applies to all the land described
· Children’s playground off Lime Tree Avenue, Elkesley
		Cllr Stronach proposed to support the three year extension; this was seconded by Cllr Wright and 		resolved by the Council – 4 votes
		Cemetery  - no issues.
Defibrillator inspections – no issues

		To receive highways and service faults `
· Mick – commented on drains that haven’t been cleaned out and he has contacted Severn Trent, the Chair will draft another letter for Cllr Stronach to send to them. 		
· Cllr O’Brien reported that water is still flooding Jockey Lane and litter picking has been taking place in that area for the last three weeks 
· 
2067/24	To receive items for information only
· Letter received  regarding the Brough Lane site
· BMX track on the next agenda

2068/24	Time and date of the next Parish Council meeting
		The next Parish Council meeting will be held on the 25th April at 6.15pm following the Annual Parish 		meeting held at 6pm, at the Memorial Hall, High Street, Elkesley

		At this point Cllr Wright left the meeting due to an interest in the next item; members of the 			public also left the meeting at this point.


2069/24	To consider the grounds maintenance requirements for 2024-25
	
		Following the loss of the council’s grounds maintenance employee, the Councillors discussed the 		options for the continuation of the grounds maintenance.
	
		After discussions, Cllr O’Brien proposed to write a specification for the work that needs carrying 			out and advertise for a contractor; this was seconded by Cllr Stronach and resolved by the Council.

	Payments approved:
1) Dec - Wages £667.20 (SO)
2) Dec - J Skelton – Xmas event expenses £32.25 (2364)
3) Dec - JW Services – churchyard strimming in November £60.00 (2365)
4) Dec - National Grid Christmas tree licence £25.00 (2366)
5) Dec - The Play Inspection Co. Ltd – BMX tracks £183.60 (2369)
6) Dec - J Skelton – Xmas event expenses £51.04 (2370) 
7) Dec – Elkesley Memorial Hall – £45.00 (room hire £25.00 & Post Office contribution £20.00)(2371)
8) January - wages £667.20 (SO)
9) January - Playdale Playground - independent play area inspections £312.00(2372)
10) January – additional final wage £270.92 (2374)
11) February – Wages £302.50 (SO)
12) February - Nottinghamshire Association of Local Councils – subscription £191.96 (2375)
13) February - Idle Times contribution - agenda item 10 £330.00 (2376)
14) February - Girlguilding-1st Elkesley Rainbows – £158.00 - agenda item 9 (2380)
15) February - Hire of tractor & storage - £208.33 agenda item 11 (2379)
16) February - Elkesley Memorial Hall – room hire/post office contribution £50.00 (2377)
17) February – Neighbourhood Plan expense for consultations  at Primary School £180.00 (2378) - Funded 
18) February – Elkesley Memorial Hall - £82.00 (2381)
19) March – Wages £302.50 (SO)
20) March – The Cumbria Clock Co, Ltd – Service of war memorial church clock £234.00 (2382)
21) March – Bassetlaw District Council – Cemetery bin collection £211.64 (2383)
22) March – Elkesley Memorial Hall – room hire and post office contribution £40.00 (2384)
23) March – JW Services – grass cutting £120.00 (2385)
24) March – Neighbourhood Plan expense – Planning With People £4,100.00 (2386) - Funded
25) March – Neighbourhood Plan expense – Elkesley Primary & Nursery School £120.00 – Funded
26) March – Neighbourhood Plan expense – Planning with People £4,330.00 (2389) – Funded
27) March – Neighbourhood Plan expenses – Memorial Hall room hire £455.00 (2390) - Funded
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