


MELLING PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF
 MELLING PARISH COUNCIL
 HELD ON 12th MAY 2026 AT MELLING PRIMARY SCHOOL, WHEELER DRIVE, MELLING


Present:  	Cllrs: Ashburner (in the chair), Baker, Devine, Harrison, Ledgerton, Rogers and Todd.

3471:	Election of Chairman
RESOLVED that Cllr Ashburner be elected as Chairman. 

3472:	Election of Deputy Chairman
	RESOLVED that Cllr Rogers be elected as Deputy Chairman. 

3473:	Apologies for absence
None.

3474:	Declarations of interest - Members are invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests and other interests in items on the agenda as required by the Melling Parish Council Code of Conduct for Members and by the Localism Act 2011. 
	None.

3475:	  Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 10th March 2026
 	RESOLVED that the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 10th March 2026 be approved as a correct record.  
	       
3476:	Public participation 
Aintree Parish Cllr Honeyman attended to provide some information about options for access to advice services used at Aintree.

3477:	  Casual vacancies
 	RESOLVED that the casual vacancies be noted.

3478:	  Asset register
 	RESOLVED that asset register be approved.

3479:	  Cashflow to 31st March 2026
 	RESOLVED that the current financial position be noted

3480:	Annual Governance and Accountability Returns 2025/26
	RESOLVED that:
1. The Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 be received;
2. Section 1 - The Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 be approved; and
3. Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26 be approved.

3481:	Appointment of Internal Auditor
RESOLVED that Batten Hughes be appointed as internal auditor to complete the Annual Internal Audit Report for the financial years 2026/27 and that their fee of £120 (inc VAT) for the year be approved. 

3482:	Grant application.
RESOLVED that this item be deferred until further information regarding advice services 
that may be available in Aintree is available.

3483:	Lease of playing field
RESOLVED that the ongoing lease of the playing field on Wheeler Drive be approved at a cost of £5.00 per year.

3484:	Storage and correspondence address at the Alt Centre, Hightown
RESOLVED that the annual cost of storage and provision of a correspondence address at the Alt Centre, Hightown be approved in the sum of £450.00.

3485:	Christmas 2026
RESOLVED that a budget of up to £1,500 exclusive of VAT for the provision of Christmas gifts for children attending Melling Primary School, the Scout groups, Judo classes, Melling Youth Club, the pensioners attending the Pensioners Club at the Ratepayers and other local groups be approved.  

3486:	 CPRE Membership
 RESOLVED that the fee of £60 to renew membership of the CPRE be approved.

3487:	 NALC Membership
RESOLVED that this item be deferred until a need arises for legal or other services that  NALC can provide.

3488:	Appointment of representatives	
  RESOLVED that no representatives are currently required.

3489:	Working groups	
RESOLVED that all Cllrs be appointed to both the Melling Leaflet and the Community     Event working groups.

3490:	Policy review
	RESOLVED that the following policies be approved as drafted:
· Complaints policy
· Disruption at meetings policy
· Standing orders
· Financial regulations
· Scheme of delegation
· Grant awarding policy
· Recording of meetings policy
· Habitual or Vexatious Complaints, Correspondence and Data Request Policy
· IT policy

3491:	 Training
 RESOLVED that the fee of £60 for the chairman to attend LALC training in chairing meetings effectively be approved.

3492:	Community event
RESOLVED that this event be moved to a date in October and planning to proceed through the working group.

3493:	Litter
RESOLVED that a request be sent in to Sefton Street Lighting to request permission to attach signage from Keep Britain Tidy campaigns to lighting columns in the parish.
3494:	Benches
RESOLVED that a request be submitted to Sefton MBC for an update on any plans to install a bench in Rainbow Park.

3495:	Melling Leaflet
Members received an update regarding the preparation of the summer edition of the leaflet.

3496:	Website and laptops
Members received an update regarding the new website and laptops and it was noted that the meeting in June will be a hybrid meeting as a training opportunity using the new systems.

3497:	Banking services
	This item was deferred to the next meeting.

3498:	Planning Applications
RESOLVED that:
1. Concerns submitted by a resident regarding the application to change the use of the Pear Tree pub would be highlighted to Sefton planning; and
2. The applications in the schedule circulated be noted.

3499:	Reports of meetings
	Cllr Harrison reported that he had spoken to builders working near St Kentigerns about removing fly tipped rubbish from the nearby brook and Cllr Ashburner reported concerns relating to the pot holes on Wheeler Drive. 
	
3500:	Correspondence
The clerk reported on correspondence relating to parking in Woodland Road, various project proposals for Melling that had been submitted to Sefton MBC, a request for assistance with a housing application and inaccurate dates published the last edition of the Melling Leaflet.  Concerns of residents were noted.

3501:	Accounts paid and for payment
	RESOLVED that the amounts listed on the schedule be paid.


J Farrar – Clerk to the Council
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