HIGHCLERE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held at 

Highclere Village Hall 

Tuesday 9 December 2014 at 7.00pm

 Present                        Councillors Sally Izett (Chairman); Russ Castle; Will Flack; 

                                      Mike Jenkins; Don Langan; Horace Mitchell;                                                                                                                          
                                      John Stoker
Apologies:                    Councillor Graham Falconer
                                      Borough Councillor John Izett 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Councillor Stoker for taking the chair at the November meeting. 
62/14-To approve the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 18 November 2014 
The Minutes of the meeting had been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman, Councillor Izett.
Amendments

Agenda item 51/14 Line 10. The sentence should read ‘there was a need for members to use the forum’.
Agenda item 52/14 Line7. It was suggested that the ‘a’ should be removed, now to read ‘inspector had raised issues’.

Agenda item 56/14 Line 2 of Road Narrowing, should read ‘dangerous roads’ not road.

63/14- Matters arising from the Minutes
53/14-41/14 The Travellers that had resided on the C5 close to the bridge crossing the A34 have now left the area. A very large tree trunk had been placed across the entrance to the land to prevent any re-occurrence. 

54/14 Councillor Mitchell had been unable to ascertain the revised schedule of the local bus services, which is due to commence in January. He will investigate the matter further with Borough Councillor Falconer.

64/14- Appointment of Parish Clerk
The Chairman extended a very warm welcome to Mrs Susan Edwards who joined the meeting in preparation to becoming the new Parish Clerk on 

1 January 2015. Councillor Izett said that Mrs Edwards had a background in marketing and had run her own Marketing Training consultancy. She is an examiner for the Chartered Institute of Marketing, and has been Chair of the Clere School PTA. Sue had served as a Councillor with Highclere Parish Council until September of 2013 and is therefore well known to majority of the present Council. Whilst serving with HPC she had been instrumental in securing a school bus service for children within the area.
Sue Edwards said she was looking forward to her role as Clerk and all the Councillors welcomed her to the role.

65/14 – Heathland and Woodland Improvement Project
Councillor Mitchell said that the HWIP committee had not met since the last Parish Council meeting and would now re-convene in the New Year. Councillor Mitchell advised that that the field opposite Council Houses had been owned by the Hon Harry Herbert but it was not clear if this was still the case. Further investigations will be made as it is necessary to establish the ownership before a questionnaire is sent out to the residents. The Clerk advised he had only received one objection to the suggestion to rename Council Houses to ‘Field View. A motion that the Parish Council agreed to the change of name to Field View was proposed by Councillor Mitchell and seconded by Councillor Flack and unanimously agreed. The Clerk will write to the Street Naming and Numbering Officer at The Borough and inform them of the Council’s wishes. When the change of name is completed the Parish Council will write to all residents giving guidance on how they inform organisations and statutory bodies.
66/14 – Report on Environment
Little Penwood. Councillor Izett informed the Council that Frank Wright, Senior Tree Officer, BDBC, had met with the Forestry Commission to identify which trees in Little Penwood should be felled. Three areas of Silver Birch are to be thinned and cleared along with some footpaths. The entrances to the woods are to be marked with bright yellow stripes. The first stage of the work in Little Penwood will begin in January with completion in March. The second stage will be the removal of any debris, (fly tipping, rubbish etc), and work on the Fitness Trail, which is to be funded by S106 contributions. All residents in the area will be informed of the works.
Parish Lengthsman. Councillor Jenkins advised of the current work being undertaken by the Lengthsman. Bulbs are to be planted around the village gateway and some ditches cleared in Highclere Street. Councillor Jenkins was asked to ascertain that the clearing of ditches was not in conflict with work being undertaken by Hampshire Highways. It was thought that approximately £400 remained in the budget which should be utilised by the end of March 2015 and Councillors were asked to think of ways to achieve this.
67/14 – Report on Roads and Transport. 

Community Speedwatch. The Clerk advised that Highclere now had potentially 10 volunteers to take part in the Speedwatch scheme. There had however been some confusion as to the number of application forms that had been completed. Any outstanding forms are being chased by PCSO Abbey Carpenter. It was suggested that a note be placed on the village notice boards to attract more volunteers. As Highclere are hoping to share the equipment and costs with East Woodhay it is unlikely that HPC would receive a grant from the PCC funding. The Council agreed that they should go ahead with the joint venture with EWPC and the Clerk had written to Councillor Brad Norton (EWPC) to inform him of their decision. After some discussion it was agreed that the areas for speed checks cannot be prioritised until the team of volunteers are in place and agreement has been finalised with East Woodhay. The day to day responsibility for Speedwatch lies with the Speedwatch team and Police, not with the Parish Council.
The Clerk had received a letter fro a resident on the Andover Road expressing his support for the Council’s endeavours for trying to have the 30 mph limit extended.The gentleman enclosed copies of email correspondence with HCC together with photographs of damage caused to his property caused by excessive speed and loss of control along the stretch of the road by Seven Stones Bridge. The correspondence was passed to Councillor Castle. 

68/14 Report on Planning
14/00059/REF. Kinnersley House, Westridge. Appeal against BDBC refusal of application 14/00421/FUL
14/01354/ FUL. Curridge Car Sales, Andover Road. Appeal Decision. The Inspectorate has dismissed the appeal.

There were no new planning applications since the November meeting. 
Local Plan.  Councillor Mitchell advised he would be out of the country for the meeting on Local Plan to be held in the spring and asked if any of his fellow Councillors would be prepared to attend.    
69/14. Correspondence.

British Red Cross. A letter had been received from the Hampshire branch of the British Red Cross about the Open Garden 2015 scheme, asking for keen gardeners to open their garden to the public in aid of Red Cross. It was suggested that the poster be placed in the notice board and perhaps a note in the Parish Magazine.
70/14 Financial Matters
Due to the budgeting figures not being available from BDBC until the New Year, the Precept/Budget setting cannot take place until the January meeting. Parishes should be provided with the council tax base figure for 2015/16 by 9 January, in time for HPC meeting on 13 January. If there is a delay in receiving the figures until after 13 January a supplementary meeting of the Council will need to be held to decide the Budget/Precept. The deadline for returning the precept and limited grant forms is 31 January 2015.
Accounts for payment

Highclere Parochial Church Council (Grass and hedge cutting) £70.00
Highclere Village Hall Management Committee (Hire of meeting room) £75.50

M. Harwood (Clerk’s expenses – postage stamps) £12.72
M Harwood (Clerk’s salary) £659.20

C Corral (Litter Warden) £131.60
D McClelland (Litter Warden) £267.00
S Edwards (Clerk’s salary) £534.92

HMRC (Tax & NI) £340.90
71/14 Councillor’s matters to be included in the Agenda for the next meeting
None
72/14 Date of the next Council Meeting: Tuesday 13 January 2015
The Council agreed that in future meetings will start at 7.00pm
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.55pm.
