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ANNUAL REPORT – WROXETER AND UPPINGTON PARISH COUNCIL – MAY 2020
 
PARISH ISSUES
I have really enjoyed working with the Parish Council over the past year and helping local residents with a variety of issues. I have been contacted over matters including the Sewage Treatment Plant at Wroxeter where the reed bed is failing, I continue to liaise with Housing Plus and the Council’s Environmental Health Department. The state of the roads, in particular the B4380 from the Atcham junction to the Wroxeter turning has also caused concern and is going to be resurfaced over the next few months. Speeding traffic continues to be a problem on the B4380, specifically towards Wellington and Leighton.  
The Parish Council has been concerned over the various former Ironbridge Power station applications and the impact this development will have on the local infrastructure. The two most recent applications are for the sand and gravel extraction on the Much Wenlock road and the master plan for the whole site. The Parish Council and I have both taken on board all the objections raised by local residents and submitted these objections to the local planning authority. These objections can be viewed on Shropshire Councils planning portal. The application is unlikely to be decided until the end of the year. The full traffic assessments are not yet available and once they do become available, they will be consulted upon. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Covid-19
For the Annual Parish Council meeting I would usually reflect on Shropshire Council’s past year and look ahead to the new year. A few months ago, I am sure none of us predicted what would happen to the world in 2020. As you can imagine the Council’s day to business has altered beyond recognition with all efforts focussed on our Social Care services and helping those in need in our County. The council staff have been redeployed into Community Reassurance Teams delivering food, prescriptions, PPE etc. I think it is a statement of how strong our communities are that many groups have formed self-help groups and are working alongside the Council staff to help protect those who are shielding. Friends and Neighbours are also playing such an important part.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Some useful contact numbers regarding Covid-19 are:
Covid–19 Helpline 0345 678 9028
Children’s Services 0345 678 9021
Adult’s Services 0345 678 9044
Business 0345 678 9003
Waste 0345 678 9007
Council Tax and Benefits 0345 678 9002
All other enquiries 0345 678 9000

Not only is this situation costing the Council millions of pounds of additional expenditure, but it has also lost millions of pounds in income. We are not alone; every council is experiencing a similar situation and we are in regular contact with our MPs and Ministers to ensure they understand our situation. As for what shape the Council will be in after we get through this crisis, only time will tell.

If you know of anyone who needs support and is not receiving it, please contact me on 01743 255884 07582 002 100. Please always follow government advice and stay safe.
 
BUDGET
The Council’s finances have again come under enormous pressure, mainly due to the continued increase in costs for Adult & Children’s Social Care. Over the last few years the costs of Adult Social Care have risen by some £10M year on year. We have also seen a big increase in the number of looked after children which has added an extra £4m of pressure to this year’s budget.
 
Council agreed in February 2020 to increase Council tax by 1.99% which equates to approximately £3.1M, In addition the government Social Care precept of 2% will be included giving a total increase of approximately £6.5M. As you will appreciate this goes nowhere near to funding the Adult and Children’s Social budget let alone any provision for inflation. 
 
It should be noted that the excellent work undertaken in social care across Shropshire, the number of actual service users is less than 10,000. There are over 320,000 people in Shropshire meaning that almost 97% of the population are not accessing social care services; but they are accessing other services of the Council such as highways, transport, public protection, leisure, parks and open countryside. These areas, acutely visible to us all, are the very areas that will see their funding reduced, to enable our limited resources to be diverted to social care. To almost 97% of local taxpayers this presents a simple and unfortunate outcome: they pay more money to the local authority in Council Tax, fees and charges yet receive reduced services. 
 
LOCAL PLAN
 
A full draft version of the Local Plan comprising both site allocations and Development Management policies will be taken to Cabinet in May 2020.  This draft version will be consulted upon for six weeks in June/July.  This is likely to be your final opportunity to provide written comments on the Local Plan.  The Final Draft Local Plan will go before Shropshire’s Full Council in September in order to seek agreement to submit the plan to the Government for Examination. Assuming Council agree to this, the Local Plan will be submitted in October and the Examination in Public (EiP) will commence.  It is anticipated the EiP will take at least a year, and assuming a successful outcome, the Council anticipates adopting the Local Plan in early 2022.
 
CLIMATE CHANGE
 
Shropshire Council has always been concerned about the environment and have adopted many schemes and practices to reduce our carbon footprint prior to the declaring a Climate Emergency. On 16th May 2019.
 
Since that time we have established a Climate Change Task and Finish Group, employed additional staff and created a Climate Action Partnership of stakeholders and the wider community, to partner with the Council to provide advice, support and encouragement to public, business and charitable organisations to adopt similar policies and practices across the county.
 
Shropshire is already very proactive in renewable energy generation. In 2019, Government Feed-in Tariff (TITs) data showed that Shropshire was ranked 5th nationally for installed renewable energy capacity, largely as the result of significant installed solar PV and anaerobic digestion facilities. Shropshire is home to the largest amount of installed capacity of anaerobic digestion, in all amounting to around 16 MW or over 5% of the total UK installed capacity. 
 
Shropshire Council recently responded to the Government’s ‘Future Homes’ consultation on potential changes to the Building Regulations to the effect that Government needs to significantly improve the performance of new building if we are to be able to respond to the challenge of climate change.  
 
In December 2019 the Council approved a £6.5m programme to convert all the remaining street lighting to LED, which will generate further significant financial and carbon savings. 
Our waste management contract with Veolia also delivers a strong positive outcome, with a net carbon negative performance of around minus 22,000 tonnes CO2e, largely as the result of our excellent recycling performance which places Shropshire Council in the Top Ten Unitary Councils for its recycling performance.
You will have read about the “plant a tree” schemes that are taking place across the UK. Shropshire Council will be reintroducing its free tree scheme in the near future.
 
Whilst Shropshire Council can ensure that it reduces its own carbon footprint it is more difficult to ensure that the County as a whole follows suit. Our role is to lead by example. However, we all have a part to play in reducing the carbon footprint and there are a lot of actions that we can take as consumers. Shropshire Council will soon be launching the new Climate Change website and this site will feature some simple positive tips that anyone can take (regardless of means) to reduce our overall footprint. 
 
SOCIAL CARE
Our Adult and Children’s Social Care budgets continue to show sharp increases year on year.
In the last three years the Council is now starting to experience budgetary pressures within children’s social care.
The expected green paper for Adult Social Care which was delayed by Brexit has now been shelved completely and following the general election in December we are promised that a cross party panel will come up with an entirely new scheme for Adult Social Care in the next 12 months.
In the meantime, 55% of your council tax is spent on Adult & Children’s social care. To put this into some sort of perspective only 3% of the population receive Adult Social Care from Shropshire Council and yet it currently costs 62% of Shropshire Council’s net budget. In 2015/16 the percentage of the net budget was 44%, which represents a growth of £37M in just four years. This is unsustainable and we continue to lobby at the highest level for immediate help and significant change.
 
HIGHWAYS
Over the past year Highways and the lack of communication and getting the job done has been a real issue for many residents and Shropshire Councillors alike. Shropshire Council has 3,200 miles of roads to maintain, one third are A & B roads, two thirds are C roads or unclassified. Two thirds of the resources are spent on the A& B roads leaving insufficient funds for our C and unclassified roads. Up until now the road maintenance programme has been based on an asset management system. However, Shropshire Council are looking at this and wish to work more with local councils and communities as to the allocation of resources for roads in their local area. I welcome this proposed way of working as the Parish Councils have a far more detailed knowledge of priorities in their area however, we cannot escape from the fact that there are simply not enough resources to repair and maintain our current road infrastructure.
The total budget available for highways this year is £30M, with the recent wet weather many roads have been flooded. There is a need to invest in drainage improvements and generally reconfigure our engagement, communications, processes, computer systems and deliver a better quality of work and service to the community. In order to assist the Council with these changes they have employed a consultant, he has been brought in on a six-month contract which, in total, will cost £130,000. So, whilst there maybe criticism, if £130k implements the changes needed to the £30m budget and residents see an improvement in delivery then in my view, it is money well spent.
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