Egerton Parish Council

The meeting of Egerton Parish Council was held on Tuesday 4" June 2024
7pm Committee Room, Millennium Hall, Egerton

Present
Clirs: John Lawton, Peter Rawlinson, Jeff Hopkins, Pat Parr, Simon Palmer, Susan Stone
Five members of the public were present.

1) Apologies: Clirs Harper, Wall and Foinette. County Councillor Charlie Simkins, Borough Councillor
Kayleigh Brunger-Randall.
2) Declarations of Interest
Cllr Pat Parr: Neighbour to the Orchard Nurseries site proposed for development.
Cllr Simon Palmer: Neighbour to the Orchard Nurseries site proposed for development.
3) Minutes of the Previous Meeting — 7 May 2024
The minutes were approved and signed as a true record of the proceedings.
Proposed: Cllr Simon Palmer. Seconded: ClIr Sue Stone. All in agreement.
4) Matters Arising from 7 May 2024 (not covered by the agenda below)
e  Works at the sewerage treatment works - update
Clir Jeff Hopkins reported that surfaces had not been made good following repair works to a
fresh water supply pipe.
Action: The clerk to send photos to Southern Water/SE Water to request reinstatement of all
surfaces and re-seeding to grass.
e Ashford Local Plan 2041 - call for sites
It was proposed to establish a Working Group to review each site and have comment prepared
ahead of consultation.
Proposed: chair John Lawton. Seconded: Vice-chair Peter Rawlinson. All in agreement.
Clirs Hopkins, Palmer, Rawlinson and Lawton volunteered to join the Working Group. Member
of the public Lois Tilden, who attended the meeting, volunteered to join the Working Group
and was co-opted. Further discussion will take place at the July meeting.
e Village beacon — update
The Clerk confirmed that the new beacon has been installed and ready for the village’s 80"
Anniversary Celebrations of D-Day on 6 June.
e French drain on cricket field - update
A new estimate to extend the works was circulated prior to the meeting. ClIr Jeff Hopkins said
the new estimate reflected a proposed extension to the drain along the entire flank of the
cricket field.
Action: Clerk to check with ABC re the release of the S106 payments on the New Road
development by Canham Homes as a sum to cover this work was included in the contracted
agreement.
e 80 Anniversary D-Day celebrations — update
The Film Club evening and official beacon lighting will go ahead as planned on Thursday 6 June.
The Saturday night dance had to be cancelled due to insufficient interest. Refunds will be
issued to all those who have booked and paid to attend.
e Playground repairs
The roof of the climbing frame has been removed and will be rebuilt and replaced. A new ‘Slow
children playing sign’ has been installed at the car park.
e Waste collections



5)

6)

7)
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ABCis holding a meeting with Suez on 7 June to review rollout of the new service, performance
issues, and how members of the public can report problems.
e Verges — New Road
ClIr Stone has visited the Canham Homes site to talk about repair of the unsightly and badly
damaged verge and kerbing.
Action: ClIr Stone to keep tabs on work and whether the necessary repairs have been carried
out.
e Games Barn
The Clerk confirmed exterior refurbishment works and painting of the Games Barn had started.
o Village car park lights
The clerk reported that the hall car park lights were fixed. EPC wished to thank Dave Austen
for his assistance in sorting out the electrical fault and overseeing all works to install new
cabling from the Games Barn to get them working again.
e Green Hill proposed 30mph speed limit
EPC confirmed its view that it could only act on evidence and until that was submitted to them
for review, it was not able to support a change to the speed limit on a single road outside of
the village envelope and separate from the village’s current 30mph zone.
Chairman to close the meeting for public discussion.
Meeting closed at 7.27pm
Meeting re-opened at 7.41pm
Footpaths Report 169 (See Appendix 1)
Action: Cllr Pat Parr will check that the footpath from New Road to the Saxon Burial Mound across
the Canham Homes development has reopened on 11 June as confirmed by the KCC footpaths
officer.
Highways Report number 13 — see Appendix 2
The Clerk has responded to a report from a resident that the bus stop outside the former Queens
Arms public house has been removed and the ‘pull in’ fenced off. The matter has been reported
to Kent Highways for investigation. It was agreed that the village children urgently required a safe
point to get on and off the school buses.
Action: The Clerk.
HiP — Highways Improvement Plan
Action: ClIr Sue Stone will start investigation works on a HiP for the village.

8) Planning and Development
Planning applications submitted to Ashford Borough Council this month for Egerton Parish Council to
consider, details of which may be accessed online at: http://www.ashford.qov.uk/online planning/.

Case Reference: | PA/2024/0937 and PA/2024/0945

Location Malthouse Farm, Rock Hill Road. TN27 9EB

Proposal Single storey rear extension following demolition of existing single storey

extension and porch.

EPC view: This property had an application for works approved in 2023 and this application proposes
modifications to those permissions.

Proposed: No comment

Proposed: Chair John Lawton. Seconded: Clir Simon Palmer. All in agreement.

Other Egerton Planning and Development updates:


http://www.ashford.gov.uk/online_planning/

Egerton Parish Council

e An update from the EPC Planning and Development Working Group about the development
of Orchard Nurseries was necessary. Chair John Lawton said the update was commercially

confident and proposed to update all councillors in a Closed Session.

Proposed: Chair John Lawton. Seconded: Vice-Chair Peter Rawlinson. All in agreement.

In addition, member of the EPC Planning and Development Working Group Lois Tilden

advised that Kent Highways had now proposed a solution to improve the sight lines at the

entrance to the proposed Orchard Nurseries development of older people’s

accommodation. As such, ABC has approved an extension to the deadline for consideration
of the application for outline planning permission until 30 June. She said this was positive

and welcome news.
e G(S)ale Field.
No update available.
9) Correspondence
Note: All circulated by email in advance unless marked with a *
Request from St James for funds. All. 08.05
ABC initiative to save water and energy in its tenanted properties. 7.05. All
Clir Charlie Simkins — highways issue. 13.05. All
KALC bulletin. All. 15.05
Transport for Se — survey link. 17.05. All + update
ABC takes action via the High Court regarding the continued harassment of its staff. All. 17.05
Campaign to improve safety of lithium batteries. All. 18.05
ABC announces Sevington Border Control now up and running. All. 20.05
ABC Borough Plan now out for public consultation. All. Update. 20.05
Road safety initiative. All. 20.05
KCC Crocken Hill closure until May 24. All. 20. 05
Clir John Howson Lib Dem candidate for Weald of Kent support for Parish councils. All. 28.05
Police Commissioner Spring newsletter. All. 28.05
ABC Updated Community resilience plans. PP. 04.06.2024

ABC meeting link to the overview and Scrutiny meeting — update on new waste services contract. All.

31/05

Website

April minutes

June agenda
10) Accounts

METHOD £
Internal Audit Martin Thomas & Co BACS 550.00
Printer inks Reimburse Clerk BACS 92.99
Car park signage — children | Reimburse Clerk BACS 29.95
playing
Employment HMRC and salary BACS 1403.35
Mowing and strimming Envisage BACS 458.40
Annual membership CPRE BACS 48.00
2 x outdoor picnic tables FSF Fencing Supplies BACS 1617.37
with integral seats and 2 x
benches
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Materials and labour laying | Dave Austen BACS 550.00
new cabling to repair Elm

Close step lights

Total £4750.06
Income

ABC Rural Grant for village BACS 6122.00
beacon, two benches and

two picnic tables

Total £6122.0

Bank Reconciliation Balance at 31 May 2024 = £50.637.82 less unpresented cheques as follows

Actual balance = £50,637.82 as at 31° May 2024

Accounts for Egerton Update magazine

Expenditure

Print and paper — May Lotus Design and Print 915.00
edition
Delivery A Arthur 130.00
Total £1045.00
Income
Advertising Mixed BACS AND 97.50
CHEQUE
Total £5,570.05
Bank Reconciliation Balance at 31 May 2024 £5,570.05 Less un-presented cheques as follows:
Actual balance = £5, 570.05 at 31 May 2024
Accounts for Village Projects
Expenditure Cheque No
Total £
Income
Interest BACS 14.09
Total £14.09

Bank Reconciliation Balance at 31 May 2024 £13,198.88 Less un-presented cheques as follows:

Actual balance = £13,198.88at 31 May 2024

Village Projects fund

Pre-school project

3,159.66

Esme Slater woodland

10,039.22

i) Proposal to approve the accounts as presented
Proposed: Chair John Lawton. Seconded: Clir Pat Parr. All in agreement.




iii)

iv)

]‘:Hlfl'tt][‘l Parish Council

The Clerk confirmed that the internal auditor had approved the Annual Internal Audit of
the Accounts on 10 May 2024.

Annual Governance Statement 2023-2024 - approval of full council

The Council considered and approved the statement read out by Chair John Lawton. The
Chair and the Clerk signed and dated the document on behalf of the council.

Section 2 Accounting Statements 2023-24 for the year ending 31 March 2024

The Council considered and approved the accounting statements and supporting
documents as provided by the Clerk who had prior to the meeting signed and dated
Section 2 of the AGAR for 2023-2024. These were read out by Chair John Lawton. The
Chair signed and dated the accounting statements on behalf of the Council.

Action: Clerk to submit all documentation to the external auditor Mazars.

Proposed: Chair John Lawton Seconded: Vice-Chair Peter Rawlinson. All in agreement.
Report from the Finance Committee

The Finance Committee said it was in a position to confirm the costs of the application
for a Judicial Review of the permission given on Appeal by the Planning Inspectorate for
the development of the land known as North Field. The chair said EPC had correctly
taken legal action to uphold the views of the majority of the village as expressed in the
Neighbourhood Plan Referendum, as well as the hard work of a group of volunteers,
across a four-year period, to put the Neighbourhood Plan in place. He said their work
and the Plan were worth defending.

The Chair said EPC had found it very disappointing that misinformation had been
circulated on social media and wished to confirm full details on the public record. He
repeated his statement made at the annual Parish Assembly in April that total costs
could not be confirmed until all final costs were known, and monies held on account,
released. Donations had also continued to come in.

e Donations to the Neighbourhood Plan ‘Fighting Fund’ from a large group of residents
across the full two-year period of the legal case 2022-23 and 2023-24 totalled £20,830.
EPC thanked all those who donated to the Fund.

Action: Clerk to draft a letter of thanks to all of those who donated.

e Donations offset a large proportion of costs so the final net unbudgeted cost for legal
expenses to villagers totalled £6,832.69 across the two financial years that the legal case
was live. The Finance Committee proposed that as year-end had been finalised by The
Clerk ready for the annual (AGAR) internal and external audit process, EPC should make
a provision of £3,456.00 for treeworks budgeted for the 2023-24 year but not yet
undertaken due to continuing wet weather conditions, and move all current account
balance remaining at year-end to meet its statutory obligations to hold 10k in reserve,
plus additional General Reserves of up to 90% of the total annual precept.

Proposed: Chair John Lawton. Seconded: Cllr Simon Palmer. All in agreement.

11) Complaints

Clirs were advised that a Code of Conduct Complaint had been made about one EPC Clir to the
ABC Monitoring Officer. The complaint was not founded, and no further action will be taken.
The same person made a complaint about the Parish Council and the Parish Clerk. This
complaint was investigated and found to have no grounds. Chair John Lawton said there has
been a litany of Code of Conduct complaints, requests for information and Freedom of
Information Requests from the same three people. He said that this small group of people
seemed determined to take up valuable EPC time and subsequently waste taxpayers’ money.
Each Code of Conduct complaint cost local taxpayers a minimum of £4,000 and takes - based
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on ABC’s own estimates - at least eight hours of internal time at ABC. In addition are the hours
required by Parish Cllrs.

12) Additional Items

e Emergency Plan. Clir Pat Parr said it would be wise to have physical copies of the Emergency
Plan printed. Clirs agreed.
Action: ClIr Pat Parr to organise printing and distribution.

e Waste bins
The Clerk advised that the bin on The Glebe had insufficient capacity following the re-opening
of the village shop. Also, the popularity of cricket and football meant additional capacity would
be helpful adjacent to the lower steps to prevent littering/ litter escaping from the existing
bins.
It was proposed to purchase two large capacity bins for the two sites identified.
Proposed: Cllr Jeff Hopkins. Seconded: ClIr Peter Rawlinson. All in agreement.
Action: The Clerk

e Survey to prioritise village projects
The clerk confirmed that 53 forms had been completed and returned. It was proposed that a
working group should be set up to revisit and review the existing Parish Plan and work with
the village to implement the findings of the Survey.
It was proposed to establish a Parish Plan and Future Projects Working Group to revisit and
review the existing Parish Plan and work with the village on bringing projects to fruition.
Proposed: Chair John Lawton. Seconded: Clir Simon Palmer. All in agreement. Clirs Parr,
Palmer, Rawlinson, Stone, Lawton and Hopkins volunteered sit on the PPFP Working Group.

o Village beacon
Vice-chair Peter Rawlinson suggested that the new beacon would benefit from ‘Egerton’
signage. All in agreement.
Action: The Clerk.

13) Closed Session

The Closed Session was held to approve the Confidential minute of the Closed Session, Item
14) at the May meeting and to update councillors on Orchard Nurseries.
The minutes of the 5 May Closed Session were proposed as a true record of the Closed Session.
Proposed: CllIr Jeff Hopkins. Seconded: Clir Pat Parr. All in agreement.
The minutes will be held in a Confidential File. The minutes relating to the commercially
confident update on Orchard Nurseries be read in a Closed Session for approval at the 9 July
meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.57pm

Appendix 1
Report no. 169 of the Egerton footpaths representative for June 2024 Meeting

5 Outstanding ltems remain from the April 2024 report.
0 Closed Items
0 New Items

The outstanding items below are listed with the KCC Reference, the date reported, the footpath
number, the location, the difficulty experienced and the status of action.
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1. PROW 210959063. 10/09/21. AW?75 at Heronsdale, Wanden Lane. Egerton resident
complaint of overgrowth (brambles) and fence panel leaning towards the footpath. Status: Still
Awaiting Allocation.

2. PROW211126930. 09/11/21. Part of AW87 to the west of the church behind the Glebeland
houses where the path is quite narrow has collapsed due to badger activity. Status: Still Work
Scheduled but it is accessible with matting in place until a more permanent solution is found. Status:
Still In Progress.

3. PROW211117086. 21/11/21. AW64 Footpath opposite Egerton House on Greensand Way in
a small, wooded area towards the byway up to Coach Road. Two planks missing/broken on the
bridge over a small stream. Status: Still Work Added to Forward Maintenance Plan.

4, PROW230732955. 28/07/23. AW96. Barhams Mill Road, before Frasers, on the right-hand
side from Egerton village end. Broken stile at the entrance to the footpath from the road. Status:
Still Awaiting Allocation.

5. PROW231147996. 27/10/23. AW92. New Road — Canham Homes Development. Builders
have installed wooden steps to connect the public right of way footpath at the New Road end of the
site and the new path for residents. If the wooden ones are to be permanent, they look slippery in
wet weather and have no handrail. On 14/11/2023 they responded that “for safety reasons the
steps will be finished with a handrail on both sides”. Status: In Progress.

UPDATE:

8™ May.2024. The Footpaths officer went to the site, spoke to a general workman who said the
footpath wouldn’t be open until July as there has to be a top layer of tarmac. KCC were updated by
email. They replied the same day that contact would be made with the site manager as their
information was that the path was open.

20" May 2024. KCC emailed again for an update. The reply came that they were investigating legal
ways to enforce opening.

31 May 2024 Reply received from Senior KCC Footpaths Officer.

“I had a meeting with the project manager yesterday on site. | explained the path closure
expired in February 2024, and they were technically obstructing the Highway. | was going to insist on
opening the path immediately; however, | noted trip hazards on the path, as it was waiting for its
final coat of tarmac. They explained that the final coat would be laid on 10/06/2024, after which it
would be fully open. | reluctantly agreed to keep it closed, as there is a health and safety issue, but
insisted it must be open on 11/06/24. | will post some notices on site on Monday for the public.

In relation to the steps & handrail. | will tolerate the steps for now, as they offer a form of barrier,
which will slow people down as they approach the road. My worst fear is a child or someone running
out onto an oncoming vehicle; however, the steps offer a “slow down” so we will see how they fit in; |
also requested some anti-slip coating on the steps. The path is slightly off its definitive line (just) by
about 1-2 metres. This is the smallest margin, just outside of the tolerance, but | don’t think this will
cause the path user any inconvenience, it’s more of an issue for conveyancing and legal definition.
I’ve discussed diverting the footpath onto the tarmac path, which would be no more than 1-2 metres
at the roadside end, narrowing down to 0 metres at the kissing gate — the developer is in discussions
around this matter. | believe there is an application to upgrade the path to a bridleway, but we will
let that take its course and cross that bridge when we get to it.”

New ltems — none.
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Report no. 13 of the Egerton Highways Representative — June 2024

Closed ltems
Open Items
New ltems

Closed Issues

3

Reference Description & Status

764836 Flooding — Bedlam Lane (by Myrtle Cottages)
Logged December 2023

Status Enquiry investigated and customer updated
804602 Iden Lane — Multiple potholes

Logged April 2024

Status Works completed

803059 Mundy Bois Road — Pothole

Logged April 2024

Status Works completed

Outstanding Issues

Reference Description & Status

646549 Egerton House Road near The Coppice — Dip/Depression
Logged 20/07/2022

Status Works being programmed

Update No change

706534 Egerton House Road — Blocked Drain/Gully

Logged March 2023

Status update Gully scheduled to be cleaned

Update No change

774609 Drainage & Flooding Pembles Cross/Barhams Mill Road
Logged Jan 2024

Status Enquiry under investigation

Update Works being programmed

763231 Blocked Drain & Gully — Rock Hill Road (by North End)
Logged December 2023

Status Gully Scheduled to be cleaned

Update No change

801466 Barhams Mill Road — Drainage Ditch Problems

Logged

April 2024
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Status Works being programmed
60007579 Barhams Mill Road — Multiple Potholes
Logged April 2024
Status Works being programmed
New Issues
Reference Description & Status
810360/809697 Egerton Forstal - Bus Stop Pole/Timetable Damage
Logged May 2024
Status Enquiry under investigation
806924 Mundy Bois Rd/Green Hill Lane - Soft Verge Damaged
Logged May 2024
Status Works being programmed




