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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th May 2016 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs Rivers, Smith, Mrs S Mash, P Venning, D Green, G Parkin, Borough Councillor M Burgess, 3 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
3332.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33;  None

(iii)  Request that Councillors or any other persons present declare if they intend to record any of the proceedings using any video or audio recording devices or camera.  Mrs Miriam Lewis said, when asked, that she might.
3333.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr N Thom, reason accepted. 
3334.  To elect a Chairman:  Cllr Venning nominated Cllr Rivers, seconded by Cllr Mash.  There being no further nominations Cllr Rivers was duly elected and the Declaration of Office signed.
3335.   To elect a Vice-Chairman:  Cllr Parkin nominated himself, seconded by Cllr Green.  Cllr Venning proposed Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Mash.  After a vote Cllr Smith was duly elected.

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.
3336.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th April 2016:  Agreed and signed as a correct record.

3337.
Matters Arising:


a)  WiFi is now installed in the Village Hall


b)  There had been a fairly good attendance at the Annual Parish Meeting with an interesting presentation from Jason Hall, Secretary of the Ashford Astronomical Society with the opportunity to look through a telescope at the planet Jupiter.  


c)  We have just heard that ABC has added the Oxney Gourmet Pie & Burger Bar (formerly The Swan Inn) to the list of Assets of Community Value.


d)  Three more pieces of the adult fitness equipment are now in place.  It was suggested that these should be promoted through Outlook on Oxney.


e)  The Triangle is now looking quite colourful with the tulips in full bloom.


f)   The Clerk reported that she hadn't yet been able to get an update on the community speedwatch but our new PCSO, at the Annual Parish Meeting, had said the he hopes to carry out speed checks in the village.  
3338.
To elect members to Working Parties:


a)  Village Caretaker – Cllrs Rivers & Smith and the Clerk

b)  Finance – Cllrs Rivers & Smith and the Clerk


c)  Planning – All Councillors


d)  Housing – Cllrs Venning, Green and Parkin



e)  Open Spaces  - Cllr Green

f)  Highways – Cllr Venning

g)  Public Rights of Way – Cllr Smith


e)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Cllrs Mash & Parkin
3339.
To elect 2 representatives to attend KALC meetings:  Cllr Smith.  No other names were put forward.
3340.
To elect 1 representative to the Police Parish Forum:  Cllr Venning
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3341.
To elect 1 representative to the Village Hall Management Committee: Cllr Thom
3342.
To elect 1 representative to Tenterden Day Centre: Cllr Mash
3343. 
To review Standing Orders: The Chairman suggested and all agreed that they stand as they are now with the intention of reviewing them in September 2016.

3344
To review the effectiveness of the system of financial internal control and the internal audit:  The Financial Regulations would normally be reviewed at this meeting however over the next month or so these will be updated.  In the meantime the Clerk explained that monthly transaction statements are given each month and after the Financial Regulations have been updated there may be something that comes out of that might affect financial internal control and the internal audit so this will be considered again in July.  It was agreed to appoint David Chesson as our Internal Auditor for a further year.  He had agreed to this.
3345.
To review the Council's procedures for handling requests made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998:  The Clerk explained that a publication scheme and guide will be finalised by September 2016.
3346.
To review the Council's policy for dealing with the press/media: We have yet to produce this policy.  It is hoped to do so by September 2016.
3347.
To consider and agree 'Interaction with residents and the public' which includes a Complaints Procedure: Cllr Smith had drafted this and had circulated it to Councillors before the meeting.  All agreed to it.  Clerk will add it to the website.
3348.
To consider and agree additional website material 'Responsibilities of different councils':  Cllr Smith had drafted this and circulated it to Councillors before the meeting.  It was agreed, once it had been noted that a few amendments needed to be made.  This will be added to the website in due course.
3349.
To ratify End of Year Statement & Budget and Receipts and Payments Account as presented to the last meeting: Once a small correction had been made to the End of Year Statement & Budget both were ratified.
3350.
Annual Return:


a) Consider the findings of the review of the system of financial internal control: See above minute no. 3344.


b)  Resolve to approve the Annual Governance Statement (previously circulated to Councillors): Resolved.


c)  Consider the Accounting Statements (previously circulated to Councillors): Councillors had been able to consider these before the meeting and the Clerk explained the reason for the difference in the Total fixed assets plus other long term investments and assets figure from the previous year.  She now understands that the asset value of the Village Hall should be listed as NIL value as beneficial ownership rests with the charity. This will be explained to the External Auditor on the list of significant variances.


d)  Resolve to approve the Accounting Statements: Resolved.


e)  Sign and date the Accounting Statements: Signed and dated.

3351.
To authorise payments:


i)   Fresh Air Fitness.  Ist installment £2261.50 plus VAT £452.30 = £2713.80.  The company had agreed to go ahead with installing the equipment before the 1st installment had been received. Payment authorised. It was also agreed that a cheque could be drawn for the 2nd installment as soon as the invoice is received.


ii)  Call Flow – Broadband connection in the Village Hall £82.50 plus rental for 18 months £315. plus Vat £79.50 = £477.00. Authorised.


iii)  KALC – Clerk's conference 14th June and Burial Law & Management Training Module and Workshop course 13th July 2016 which the Clerk is attending..  Each course £60 plus Vat £12 = £72. Total due £144. Authorised.
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3352.    Correspondence:


a) Came & Co – Insurance Renewal £788.02  Agreed

b) Kent County Playing Fields Association – Annual Subscription £20.  Agreed.

For noting: 


c)  Mrs. Miriam Lewis.  Letter expressing her dissatisfaction with the way Agenda item 10.a) was dealt with at the April Parish Council Meeting and forwarded to Councillors as requested.


d)  Letter of thanks from Kenardington Parish Council to the Clerk and the Caretaker for all the work that has been done in Kenardington this year including a cheque for £500 towards the scheme.


Previously circulated:

e)  ABC – Nomination of the Oxney Gourmet Pie & Burger Bar to be included in the List of Assets of Community Value.   f)  Clerks & Councils Direct.     g)  Local Council Review

            Forwarded by E-mail:  


g)  KALC – Bulletin on National Developments & Meetings 8/4/16.     h)  KALC – Parish News April 2016.     i)  ABC – Ashford Development update.     j)  ABC – Ashford Homelessness Review & draft Homelessness Strategy Consultation.     k)  KALC Bulletin 22/4/16     l)  NALC Newsletter 26/4/16.     m)  KCC – Inspector's Report on the Kent Minerals & Waste Local Plan 2013-30.     n)  KALC – Independent Review of Local Council Tax Support Schemes – Final Report.     o)  Southern Water – Invests £1.4m to 'Keep it Clear' in the South East.
3353.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker's:  To discuss & ratify the financial recommendations from the Working Party including the End of Year statement. The End of Year Statement and budget was explained by the Clerk and accounts ratified.  The Working Party recommended an increase in the Caretaker's salary of 40p per hour to take effect from 1st May. 

b) Finance:

Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement. Agreed


c) Planning: 



     16/00057/TC  Tyle House Farm – Jasmine – remove, Horse Chestnut – remove, 4 x Cypress & 1 x Pine (surpressed) – remove.  The tree works are proposed to stop the influence of the trees on the soil below building foundation level and provide long term stability.  Raise on objection.


     16/00438/AS  Hunts Hill Farm – Application to discharge Section 106 – Erection of replacement bungalow.  Discharge.

     16/00343/AS  Oxney End – Proposed single storey rear extension to form lounge/dining area, WC, utility and larder.  Granted.

d)  Highways – Nothing to report.


e)  Public Rights of Way –  Bridge now in place on AT82.  Thanks given to Paul Stern.


f)  Open Spaces –  Nothing to report 


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard – Perimeter wall still awaiting clearing.
3354.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 

Village Hall Management Committee – deferred to the next meeting in the absence of Cllr. Thom.
3355.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 
3356.
Date of the next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  14th June 2016 at 7.30pm.
3357.
Items for information: 


a)  Cllr Smith informed the meeting that the rumour going round that the shop is up for sale is not true.


b)  Cllr Green pointed out, just for information, that the recently announced South Downs Dark Sky Reserve is just that, a Reserve, not a Community.

The meeting closed at 21.45hrs

