IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 31st August 2022 at the Village Hall, School Road at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

P Smith

K Watts

L Brown
JP Carr

T Maguire



C Ashford
D Shroll

M May

S East
The meeting started at 7.15pm. there were 6 members of the public present
The Chair reminded Councillors and the public regarding the rules of debate and talking during the council meeting.  It was also stated that N Gibbons had resigned as a councillor.
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllrs J Dunkley & S Bridge
Cllr Wilkinson K Clarke also sent their apologies
22/32
Public Questions, Police Report and NNC Update
Police Report had been received from the PCSO of which the councillors noted the stats.
It was stated that there had been a fire on land at the back of Station Road of which residents helped the fire brigade with the supply of water etc.  The Fire Officer stated that bales that had been left at the entrance of an alleyway off the Main Road was a potential fire risk and would need to be removed.  Chair to contact the local farmer to ask to remove.  It was proposed that a vote of thanks be given to the fire fighters and residents for their prompt action.

There were several issues with overgrown vegetation in Little Irchester near to the War Memorial and Village sign which needed to be addressed. A quotation for works to be bought back to full council.
Concern was raised regarding the vegetation and glass in Denton Close.

North Northants Councillor – It was stated that the bridge over the river Nene is being replaced and will be opened in September.  The Council were receiving some issue with the waste collections and were currently recruiting and training new staff.  A Parish Forum meeting had taken place and highways representatives will be visiting the village again in the near future.  Knuston Hall was scheduled to be discussed at the Executive Meeting in September but no further details were available.
22/33
Notification of Any Interests
None declared

22/34
Minutes
The minutes from 29th June and 26th July 2022 were agreed as a true record to be signed by the Chair.  
22/35
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments for July and £5495.34 for August were approved 
[image: image1.png]Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Authorized Ref  Transaction Detail

Mowerman BCS00t 222490 OSA 1906514 Grass cuting

PKF Litlejohn LLP. BACS0802 480.00 Audit Com Act  External Audit
1908

Nill Moreton BACS0803 382,00 0SA 1906 liter and benches.

Dawn Morton BACS0B04 8350 OSA1906  Garden Maintenance

NDat BACS0805 163196 LGAT25 11172 Salary & Expenses

Neower oo 42865 PCA195753  Unmetered supply

HMRC oo 26433 LGAT2s112 Tax&NI

Total Paymonts 549534




b) The Current financial statement after the payments being £250,493.03
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs P Armstrong and JP Carr to authorise the bacs payments for August 2022  
d) Details had been received from the External Auditor with no matters arising.  A proposal was made to thank the Clerk for once again completing a successful Audit for the Council.
e) Discussion took place regarding the External Auditor and if the pc wanted to appoint their own.  It was RESOLVED to stay with NCALC recommendations.
22/36
Cemetery/War Memorial

a) There had been a several interments within the cemetery.  There had been an issue with spoil being left in the bushes by the baby section.  A proposal was made to thank the gentleman who regularly attends the cemetery for his help in keeping the area tidy.
22/37
Highways
a) Several areas within the village had been marked for repair.
b) Discussion took place regarding the removal of 2 cherry trees in James Street by NNC due to a complaint/insurance claim by a resident. Concern was raised that no apparent investigation took place before the removal.  It was requested that a letter be sent to NNC regarding the councils dismay of the removal of the trees and to ask where 2 replacement trees will be planted.

22/38
Play Areas
a) There was an issue with the wetpore near to the seats in the playarea at the recreation ground.  Quotation from Wicksteed had been received for wetpore and carpet type overlay.  It was RESOLVED to accept the carpet type overlay
b) A problem with vegetation had been reported in Denton Close play area.  The area had been weed sprayed but not cleared.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk could spend up to £2k to have the area cleared.
22/39
Community Projects
a) Orchard – Request was made from the parish council in order to have some raised flower beds for the orchard.  Quotations of costs to be received at the next meeting.
b) A request had been received from the Bowls Club asking if the pc would re installed parking bays in the car park.  It was agreed to ask the other car park users for a contribution towards the costs.
c) Library – All the electrics had been completed in the library and certificates for fire, asbestos etc were being sent though.  Training has been arranged for early September and the library is anticipated to open mid September.
d) Remembrance Day Service – it was agreed to hold the Remembrance Service so a meeting with the Events Working Party to take place to discuss the details.
.22/40
Planning
The following planning applications were discussed:
· NW/22/00553/VAR Proposal: Variation of condition 20 of outline planning permission reference WP/19/00154/OUT as the approved plans include two first floor flats with ground floor access, by the nature of this type of dwelling they are not M4(2) Compliant and therefore for the development to be built in accordance with the approved drawings the wording of the condition needs to be amended. Proposed New Condition Wording: Condition 20: As part of any reserved matters submission all dwellings (excluding plots 15-16 as shown on approved drawing 18870/1006C1, and labelled as flats 2-3 on approved drawing RDC1159/151) would meet the requirements of the national Accessibility Standards in category 2 (accessible and adaptable dwellings) (70 dwellings in total) and 3No. dwellings would meet the requirements of Category 3 (wheelchair use) in accordance with the schedule of the Approved Document M of the Building Regulations (2015). The development shall be carried out in accordance with approved drawing 18870/1006C1. Location: Land Adjacent 79-81 Farndish Road And Rear 2 To 26 James Street – no comments
· NW/22/00530/FUL Single Storey side extension – 15-17 Station Road – no comment
· NW/22/00460/PAMB – Irchester Grange Farm – change of use of agricultural barn to single storey dwelling house Class C3 no comments as long as it fits the criteria
· NW/22/00519/LBC  Re roofing of rear barn - retrospective Manor Farm Cottage – no comment
22/41
 Exclusive to Public and Press
RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
22/41
 Future Inprovements to Irchester Cemetery

It was noted that the current adjoining land owner does not want to sell any of his land in order to extend the cemetery.
22/42
 Village Voice

Discussion took place regarding the adoption of the policy for the Village Voice.  Two changes were made to the policy.  It was agreed to contact the current editorial team for their comments to be bought back to full council.
Meeting closed at 9.30 pm
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