Yasmeen Moore – Clerk to the Parish Council




Cerne Valley Parish Council – Draft Minutes
Full Council Meeting – 9 July 2026, 7.00pm
Cerne Abbas Village Hall

1. Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies for absence.

2. Declarations of Pecuniary and Other Interests
· A declaration of interest was made by Fred Horsington in relation to the allotment field.

3. To Confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held on 11 June 2026
The minutes of the meeting held on 11 June 2026 were approved as a true and accurate record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising
· No matters arising were raised that were not already included on the agenda.

4. Update from the Chair
· The Council considered a request to place a geocache within the village. It was agreed that the geocache should be located within the burial ground, where one had previously been situated.
· A letter had been received from a local resident shortly before the meeting. Councillors agreed to consider the contents and provide a response in due course.
· The Chair reported progress regarding the Burial Ground Extension planning application. Discussions are ongoing between the appointed firm and the Council’s planning agent, with further updates to be provided when available.

5. Flood Working Group Presentation
Helen Brown and Karen Burghart presented the findings of the Flood Working Group established following the January/February 2026 flooding events.

Key points included:
· Evidence of increasing rainfall trends in the valley and concerns regarding future flood resilience.
· The unique hydrology of the Cerne Valley, including groundwater, spring lines and runoff from surrounding catchments.
· Concerns that Environment Agency rainfall data may underestimate local rainfall levels due to a lack of monitoring within key areas.
· The need for residents to report flooding incidents to ensure accurate records, improved understanding of risks and access to funding opportunities.
· Ongoing issues concerning sewer overflows and surface water management.
· Concerns regarding future development and its impact on flooding, drainage infrastructure and groundwater management.
· Recommendations for improved flood reporting, stricter drainage requirements for developments, wet-season percolation testing and greater consideration of catchment-wide impacts.

Dorset Council Update
Cllr Jill Haynes addressed the meeting and advised:
· Dorset Council has commissioned a county-wide Section 19 Flood Investigation Review following the severe flooding experienced across Dorset.
· Cerne Abbas and Godmanstone have been identified as locations requiring further investigation.
· Flood mitigation, sewer infrastructure and planning concerns are being examined by relevant agencies and authorities.
· Dorset Council's Local Plan remains under review and concerns regarding potential development in flood-prone areas have been raised.

Public Discussion
Members of the public raised questions regarding:
· Sewer capacity and infrastructure.
· Groundwater and geological factors affecting flooding.
· Retrospective reporting of flooding incidents.
· Development pressures and planning policy.
· The impact of proposed housing developments within the village.

The Chair thanked the Flood Working Group for their extensive work and presentation.

6. Public Discussion Period
The discussion period was primarily utilised in conjunction with the Flood Working Group presentation and related questions from members of the public.

7. To Receive a Report from Dorset Council
A report was received from Dorset Councillor Jill Haynes during item 5, covering:
· Flood investigations.
· Sewer infrastructure improvements.
· Progress on the Dorset Local Plan.
· Planning and development concerns affecting Cerne Abbas.

Jill Haynes left the meeting at this point.

8. Committee and Working Group Reports
a) Allotments (KB)
· Work continues to reconcile and allocate outstanding Scribe transactions.
· The perimeter fence has been inspected and some posts may require replacement later in the year.
· Clearance works have been scheduled for the first week of September.
· Work is progressing to improve the recycling area.
· Rainwater harvesting is to be introduced at the polytunnel.

b) Burial Ground (JB)
· Mapping records require updating and options for improved digital record keeping are being explored.
· Quotations are being reviewed for wall repairs.
· Several signs have been removed from the burial ground and replacement signage will be sourced.
· Waste bins are now being emptied regularly.

c) Car Park (LP)
· Logs have been placed along the access track to discourage inappropriate parking.
· The accessible picnic bench donated by the National Trust has been installed and publicised.
· No update has yet been received regarding electric vehicle charging arrangements.
· The proposal for QR code parking donations was reviewed. Costs associated with transaction fees outweigh the benefits at present, therefore no further action will be taken at this stage.
· Councillors supported the installation of signage directing visitors to refill water bottles at the village shop, subject to agreement with the shop owner.

d) Children's Play Park (MK)
· The annual inspection identified a number of minor maintenance issues which are being addressed.
· The roundabout bearing will be regreased following recent hot weather conditions.

e) Footpaths and Environment (LP)
· Overgrown vegetation on the village snicket has been cleared. It was noted that responsibility for ongoing maintenance is unclear, and periodic works may need to be arranged by the Parish Council.
· Concerns regarding the accessibility of some footpaths in the village have been referred to Dorset Council and relevant landowners.
· Concerns regarding parking within the village were discussed, including visibility issues at junctions. Options for larger directional parking signs will be investigated.
· Councillors were asked to review benches within their respective areas and identify any requiring maintenance or repainting before winter.

f) Burial Ground Extension Working Group (FH)
Resolved: To disband the Burial Ground Extension Working Group as its purpose has now largely been fulfilled and future matters can be managed directly by the Council.
HB Proposed. FH seconded. All agreed


g) Flood Working Group (HB)
· The Working Group had no further matters to add following the presentation earlier in the meeting.
· 
h) Planning (FH)
· P/CLP/2026/03274– Mount Pleasant Farm, Godmanstone
· The Parish Council raised no objections to the proposal.

· P/TRC/2026/03319 – Sycamore.
·  Received for information only.

9. Financial Update
a) Payments for Authorisation
The schedule of payments previously circulated was considered.
Resolved: All payments presented for approval were authorised.
FH Proposed. JB seconded. All agreed.

11. Emerald Ant Presentation
Sarah Butterworth of Emerald Ant presented details of the "Bubbles and Squeak" river heritage project.
Key points:
· The project connects local schools with local chalk streams and rivers.
· Activities include river-themed workshops, lantern making and educational events.
· A community procession is planned for 26 September 2026, involving approximately 230 children and families.
· Family lantern workshops will take place during July and August.
· Councillors welcomed the project and agreed to help publicise activities via local channels.

12. Parish Council Objectives
Councillors considered organisational objectives linked to the Clerk's development and Council priorities.
Resolved: The following priorities were agreed:
1. Development of a succession planning and training programme.
2. Development and implementation of a recruitment strategy.
3. Creation of a robust and effective burial ground management system.
KB Proposed. JB seconded. All agreed.

13. Exclusion of Press and Public
Resolved: That the press and public be excluded from the meeting under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
13.1 Legal Matter (Confidential)

Meeting Closed at 8.35pm
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