


ARDINGTON AND LOCKINGE PARISH COUNCIL
A&L (2020)3
MINUTES of the Virtual Meeting of the Parish Council at 8.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 12 May 2020.

Present: Councillors: Ron East, Nicola Hancock, Paul Gibbs, John Hedgecock, Derek Morrow and Hugh Roberts
Clerk:       Clive Knights.
County Councillor, Michael Fox-Davies.  District Councillor, Janet Shelley,
Apologies: PCSO, Tim Deane and School Governor, Nicola Merry. 

1. There were no declarations of interest and no hospitality had been received or offered. 
2. Matters Arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council on Tuesday, 12 May 2020 and approval of the Minutes.  ACTION 2.1 pursued restoration of the power to the light attached to 38A East Lockinge.  This will continue as ACTION 3.1 The Clerk.  Because the Estate was closed due to restrictions caused by the Corvid-19 virus, Actions 2.2, 2.4, 2.8 and 2.9 were done but had not received a reply. The Actions 2.2 and 2.4 were taken: they sought the frequency of the Estate’s street light checks and their policy and requested inclusion of a welcome letter from the PC in material sent to new residents.  Actions 2.8 and 2.9 requested a quotation to repair the West Lockinge notice board and whether S106 money would arise from the Works Yard (now called Masons Court) development.  The new name discharged Action 1.9a.  Because the street lights were attached to a household and were not street furniture the testing frequency was every 10 years for private households and 5 years for rented households. (Referenced in the 18th Edition (the latest) (IET wiring regulations BS 7671: 2008)).  Five tests per street light were done in 2006 to 2010 and again in 2019.  The earlier tests resulted in the need to earth bond 13 of the 31 lights post to the earth of the householder’s supply.  The bus stop post would be replaced organised by David Bellchamber, at OCC.  All of the other actions had been taken.  The Minutes were accepted by Parish Councillors as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
3. Reports. 
County Councillor’s (CC’s) Report had been circulated before the meeting. Didcot Civic Centre was a Corvid-19 test centre open three days per week. His Priority Fund had been distributed and the PC had received £1,870.  The waste tips would open on 18 May.  Road patching works were planned on the A417 at Challow Road Wantage.  A full virtual Council Meeting of 60 people was successful.  The PC would be informed of Corvid-19 developments.
[bookmark: _GoBack]District Councillor’s (DC’s) Report.  Hare coursing had started.  A silver Vectra car was seen attempting theft of a dog.  The Vale had provided Gaelle Mitchell in Ardington with £400 to contribute to the work in A&L to help people during the Corvid-19 lock-down.  DC staff were working from home.  Site visits would now resume. DC staff had contacted at least two people in A&L because they needed special shielding from the virus.  Discretionary Business Grants were to be made.  Virtual planning committee meetings on 26 May were planned.
PCSO’s Report.  There were no incidents in A&L in the last two months to 7 May.
Clerk’s Report.  Parish Councillors agreed individually by 24 March 2020, to allow the Chairman and Clerk to take action where necessary on behalf of the PC.  Hannah Wood, OCC had been requested to seek the clearance of the conduit at the East Lockinge bridge now that the water level was much lower.  Hannah has been responsible for many of the pothole repairs pre-empting the Clerk.  The PC’s 3630 HP Desk jet printer purchased on 5 January 2016 for £50 excluding VAT has resisted all efforts to remove a print job blocking proper functioning since 14 January 2020, The Clerk used HP Print and Scan Doctor several times and removed the printer and restored it, to no avail.  The Clerk was using his personal printer for PC work and will charge the PC for a proportion of the ink cartridge replacement.  Lockinge Trust has not been emptying the litter bins.  The Clerk on 24 April and 4 May in 48 and 50 minutes partially cleared 3 and 4 overflowing bins normally emptied by Lockinge Estate as an addition to his litter work for the PC.  90 minutes was spent dragging two carpets to the edge of the woods along The Firs to the roadside where they could clearly be seen by OCC staff.  A fly tipped bag of rubbish left in the East Lockinge bus shelter was placed by the carpets. 
4.     Finance.  	
Parish Councillors were provided with printed copies of the following items: the budget, detailed accounts and summary account.  These had been approved by John Hedgecock in an internal audit emailed before the meeting to parish councillors.  These items were approved by the parish council and signed by the Chair.  A Certificate of (External) Audit Exemption was signed by the Chair.  Exemption is possible because annual income and expenditure were both less than £25,000.  This would be Minuted, the Minute reference added to the Certificate and sent to the external auditor.  ACTION 3.2 The Clerk.  Also approved at the meeting were payments already made to Simon Scott for playground work (£70.00 Ex38, White Horse Horticulture (£352.50 Ex 1) and Zurich Insurance (£801.97 Ex 2).  Payments approved at this meeting: were to WEL Medical for a Defibrillator pad (£46,68 Ex3) the Clerk’s payments and his tax for May £228.00 by Standing Order (Ex 4) and £57.00 tax respectively Ex 4), and for June and July, both £340.00 by Standing Order (Ex 4) and both £68.00 tax respectively Ex 4).  ACTION 3.3 The Clerk was to make the outstanding payments.  
5 Playground.  Two pieces of wood have been replaced on the two-towered slide and a toddlers’ swing was replaced on 20 March. The playground closed on 25 March with red and white tape on the two outer gates holding the gates closed.  A seat was repaired by the Clerk.  The grass was being cut at monthly intervals by Tom King.  ACTION 3.4 The Clerk to establish whether Peter and Rose Baring would allow playground grass cuttings to be placed on their tip in Gigger’s at the southern end of Townend.
6 Low Water pressure.  Derek Morrow reported low water pressure in East Lockinge.  Two neighbours at the meeting had not experience it.
7 Closure of the Car Park in Christopher’s wood.  This lead to vehicles being parked along the roads.  This was done to allow stacking of wood there.  The wood has now been removed. This was done to allow stacking of wood there.  The wood has now been removed. The car park could be opened without interfering with the forestry work.  ACTION 3.5 The Clerk to request Nigel Hutt to open the car park. 
8 Cycling on footpaths.  Cycling (which is forbidden) has frequently been observed of late on the Permissive paths round the East Lockinge lake and between Ardington and Lockinge. There is a small “No Cycling” notice at the beginning of the paths to the south of the lake and south of Ardington House both of which needs to be significantly enlarged.  ACTION 3.6 The Clerk to request the Estate to replace it with a bigger sign.
9 Street light safety policy.  This was agreed by the PC. 
10 Items for Trumpeter and Facebook.  ACTION 3.7 The Clerk to insert the notice about the next virtual Parish Council meeting. 
11 Item for Estate News and Trumpeter.  ACTION 3.8 Nicky Hancock to provide a note about Corvid-19 precautions.
12 Date of next meeting.   Probably a virtual one at 8.00 pm. Tuesday, 14 July, 2020.
13 Subsequent meetings: possibly at 7.00 pm on Tuesdays in 2020, in Loyd-Lindsay Rooms, 8 September, and 10 November.

Signed as a true record, 


Chair		Date:  10 March 2020. Distribution: Ron East, Paul Gibbs, Nicola Hancock, John Hedgecock, Derek Morrow and Sir Hugh Roberts.
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