The Times 25th January 1827
On Monday night Mr Sibson, of Grinsdale, who had been at a party at Newtown, was stopped and assaulted by a gong of fellows, whom he met on his road home, near Knockupworth. Finding resistance vain, he leaped over the wall in front of Mr. Thomlinson’s house, and called for assistance. Mr Thomlinson had not retired to rest, he therefore speedily sallied forth to his friend’s rescue, armed with a loaded fowling-piece; but before he had power to use it. Even if inclined, the gun was taken from him and broken in pieces before his face. Both Mr Sibson and Mr Thomlinson were severely beaten, especially the latter. The assailants had been to what is called a “snap-night,” i.e. a card party, in the country, common at this time of the year, and some of them are known. They assert, however, that Mr Sibson was the aggressor, and that they acted in their own defence; nut it is not very probable that an individual, and particularly so respectable a man, would attack a large party. We understand that several other persons have reason to complain of the conduct of these disorderlies.

