Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
5th July 2021
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.00
	Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley

Cllr G Ridley

Cllr J Hunter
	Cllr M Hodgson

Cllr C Moore

Cllr I Stott

Cllr M Forrest

Cllr J Clark
	Clerk – Mrs Susan Saunders



	
	86/21
	Apologies for absence - Cllr T Christie, Cllr J Elliott, Cllr I Hutchinson
Cllr Sharp reported that Mike McGuire has resigned due to personal reasons. He expressed his appreciation for the work Mr McGuire has done in his time as councillor and will write to him to thank him. 
Cllr Sharp then expressed his shock and sadness at the passing of Ellie Clark as did all the members. Ellie has worked very hard for the town, being very active in the Chamber of Trade and especially for the much appreciated, Christmas lights. Members will send a card of condolence to her parents.

	
	87/21
	Haydon Bridge High School

Unfortunately, Mr Smith, the head, was not able to attend. He will try and attend the September meeting.

	
	88/21
	Public Questions There were no questions.

	
	89/21
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	90/21
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on:                                                       
Monday 7th June 2021 

PROPOSED Cllr G Ridley                      SECONDED Cllr I Stott                          AGREED                                                                   

	
	91/21
	Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda – No matters

	
	92/21
	Northumberland County Council
92/21.01 Report from County Councillor – no report

92/21.02 EV charging point from NCC – members thought the appropriate place should be opposite the Co-op Funeral, in front of the hospital. 

	
	93/21
	Grounds Meeting
93/21.01 Report and Proposals from Meeting on 28th June 2021
1. William Binks, from NCC, met with Cllr Sharp, Cllr M Ridley and Cllr Hutchinson. They explained their concerns and he then went to inspect the various places. He will report back to the council. 

Members asked the clerk to chase that up and copy Neil Snowden in too.
2. Rospa Inspector – Meeting to assess football posts in Westlands.  The inspector advised that the goal posts should be placed 3m from the railings. He inspected the posts and Sean explained the decision to lengthen them, with welding, and concrete into the ground. He approved the proposal. 
Proposal – to instruct cemetery staff to make the necessary adjustments and replace the posts.
PROPOSED Cllr J Hunter                     SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                     AGREED                                                                   
3. Cycle Track – The clerk has advertised the work for tenders with the decision to be made once NNPA have decided on the grant request.

4. Comb Hill Wetpour – Still only one quote received, awaiting another.

5. Container on land by Tyne – this will be removed by a scrap merchant at no cost to the council. NCC have asked that the Council put a formal request in for the asset transfer and will send guidance.
6. Orchard Gardens – 

Proposal – to agree basic searches required and outline maintenance of plan.
PROPOSED Cllr I Stott                     SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                         AGREED                                                                   
7. Covid Monument – Ian Robinson, stone mason offered to meet with members to discuss the position and size. Sam Talbot, NCC, has approved the proposal but does not want it to look too much like a memorial. Stephen Renwick will donate the stone required. A diagram and estimate of the cost at £600 has been received so members agreed the design. 
Proposal – to agree the design as shown, which is a book style, presented at an angle, laid on a sandstone flag with white pebbles around (similar to the recent seats placed) standing at approximately 1m in height.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                      SECONDED Cllr J Hunter                         AGREED                                                                   
The clerk will check if planning permission is required before authorising the work.
8. It was agreed to purchase a dog bin dispenser for Park Road.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                      SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                       AGREED
93/21.02 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities – the third solar light has now been positioned in the Comb Hill Play Park. Cllr M Ridley expressed his gratitude to Cllr Hutchinson for his donation.
93/21.03 Public Seating and Bus Shelters - no matters                                                                  

	
	94/21
	Representation Appointments

94/21.01 Staffing Committee – 2 members

Proposal to invite a member of the Burial Committee as a staffing representative.
Cllr M Hodgson was nominated and accepted.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                       SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                       AGREED
It was agreed to ask someone from the Burial Committee to stand.
PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest                      SECONDED Cllr I Stott                       AGREED
A meeting will be organised once JBC notify who their representative is.
94/21.02 Flood and Environmental – it was agreed that after all the work that has been undertaken recently, there is no need for a representative at this present time. Should the need arise, a rep will be chosen.
94/21.03 Haltwhistle Renewable Energy Project Steering Group – Cllr John Clark volunteered for this role.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                   SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                       AGREED
94/21.04  Burn Field Village Green Working Group – As Mr McGuire is not longer a councillor this position is now vacant. However, the members agreed that Mr McGuire could represent the council until the AGM next May.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                      SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                    AGREED

	
	95/21
	Policing in Haltwhistle

Cllr Sharp read out the report.

Cllr Forrest and Hunter have now met with Inspector Neill and felt it was very productive. However, Cllr Forrest would still like to invite the Chief Constable and the Chief Commissioner to a private meeting with members.

It was agreed to write to them.

PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest                      SECONDED Cllr J Hunter                       AGREED

	
	96/21
	Standing Orders

The standing order and financial regulations reviewed on 7th June, were approved.
PROPOSED Cllr G Ridley                      SECONDED Cllr I Stott                      AGREED

	
	97/21
	Covid Archive

Cllr G Ridley presented the proposal for the town to create an archive of the pandemic. He would like to include the school and try and gain the interest of a university for the project.

The school have already expressed an interest.

It was agreed that the clerk would try and organise a steering group.

PROPOSED Cllr G Ridley                      SECONDED Cllr J Clark                       AGREED

	
	98/21
	Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

Cllr Elliott had asked for this item to be considered but was unavailable. However, members agreed that the clerk should contact local groups to form a steering group. The clerk will also contact NCC for advice on road closure of the main street. 

This item will be considered more fully at the next meeting.

	
	99/21
	Memorial Seat for D Robison

The family will be in Haltwhistle early September but feel that Diana would not want a huge fuss made in light of the last year and all the families who have suffered. It was suggested to ask the family if the wold be happy with just 2 represetatives from the different areas that Diana was involved in.

	AS
	100/21


	Planning Applications
21/02112 – Westfield, North Road – domestic wind turbine. Support

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                      SECONDED Cllr I Stott                       AGREED
21 /02121 – 8 Holme Terrace – single storey, rear extension. Support.

PROPOSED Cllr G Ridley                      SECONDED Cllr J Hunter                       AGREED
21/02160 – Croft Gate House, Castle Hill – garden room, hardstand and pavement crossing.

Object due to highway and access issues.

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                      SECONDED Cllr I Stott                       AGREED
21Np0053 – Fell End Farm, Greenhead – installation of new vehicular access. No Objection

PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest                            SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                  AGREED                                                                   

	
	
	100/21.01 Determined and Other Planning Matters 

21/01242 The Band Room – REFUSED

19/01547 Hadrian Ent Park – WITHDRAWN
21/00821 2 Greencroft - GRANTED

	
	101/21
	Reports on Financial Matters       
[image: image1]   
The payments were approved.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                            SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                  AGREED 
101/21.04 Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure as at 30th June 2021 - noted                                                                                                                      
101/21.05 Christmas Lights – it was agreed to contribute £4000 this year.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                            SECONDED Cllr J Hunter                   AGREED 

	
	101/21
	Other Financial Matters

101/21.05 To approve list of monthly statutory and contractual payments to the year end.

[image: image2]  It was agreed that the payments would be approved for the year, to be agreed normally in January, and included in the list of payments as one figure.

PROPOSED  Cllr M Ridley                    SECONDED Cllr I Stott                         AGREED                                                                                                                       

	
	102/21
	Haltwhistle Partnership – the report was noted - 8.00pm Cllr M Forrest left the meeting 

	AS

MR
	103/21
	Report from Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre 
103/21.01 The Burn Field Village Green  - the Leisure Centre asked the council to support further drainage work to be undertaken on the football field. The cost would be 50% of the total with the Jubilee Football Club to pay the other 50%. The amount is £1972.20.

It was agreed to grant this money to the Leisure Centre.
PROPOSED  Cllr J Clark                    SECONDED Cllr G Ridley                          AGREED 
Cllr M Ridley and A Sharp declared an interest and took no part in the vote.                       

	
	104/21
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee Report and resolutions arising     
To consider a contribution to the removal of grass cutting from the cemetery as it has increased due to the Burial Committee taking on the west end grass cutting.
The members agreed to pay a third of the annual cost.

PROPOSED  Cllr I Stott                    SECONDED Cllr C Moore                          AGREED 

Members agreed to ask the cemetery staff to clear the weeds between the fence at the bottom of Comb Hill play area and the neighbouring fences.
PROPOSED  Cllr J Clark                    SECONDED Cllr I Stott                          AGREED 

	
	105/21
	Westlands Incident to consider and discuss related matters, with resolutions arising

To consider a resolution to exclude the public and accredited representatives of newspapers from the following item relevant to a subject which affects the Council’s area.
Resolution
“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.”
This resolution is moved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item.
PROPOSED  Cllr A Sharp                   SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                        AGREED
The clerk reported any updates but no decisions were taken.                        

	
	106/21
	Correspondence received since last Council meeting  - noted                            

	
	107/21


	Dates and times of next meetings

Town Council Meeting - Monday 2nd August 2021 Monthly Council meeting from 6.30pm in Room 3, Haltwhistle Library.
Monday 26th July – Grounds Meeting.


Signed Chair:                                                       Date: 2nd August 2021                Page 2 of 3
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Regular contractual/statutory payments

BNP Finance

lonos

NCC

Mrs S M Saunders
HMRC

Nest Pension Provider
NCC

H&DJBC

Monthly Total

Pay \method

Direct Pay
DDR

Direct Pay
Direct Pay
Direct Pay
DDR

Direct Pay
Direct Pay

10172105

Incl VAT

£ Detail

298.04 Monthly Amount - recharged from JBC
2.40 Email account - monthly

1,248.90 Grounds monthly

899.99 Monthly Salary

607.46 Estimated PAYE: -recharge JBC

185.27 Estimated Pension -Recharge JBC

12.36 Monthly Phone - estimated

304.92 3 months Aug-Oct grass cutting

3,559.34




[image: image4.png]101/21.01

101/21.02

101/21.03

ancial Matters:

£
Bank and cash balances as at 31st May 2021

[Current Account 74,614.34]
[ToTAL 74,614.34]

Receipts Received
JBC

Grants for Solar lights
Amazon

NCC Cemetery Recharge
Henshaw PC

JBC

JBC

Included above
871.83 PAYE, NEST, Payroll & clerk for June
2,000.00 | Hutchinson capital scheme
48.93 Refund of returned phone

2,920.76

Not included above
154.00

109 5 boxes dog bags purchsed
520.00 Insurance for digger and trailer
221.25 Share of NCC HR Services

1,004.25

Pay\method Tnd VAT

[Accounts for payment Sth July 2021

£ Includedin Balance Above

[Monthly Agreed Amounts

3,559.34| Approx
925|Hanging Baskets

19.75|Stamps & Batteries

160.90| Refill dog bags

98.70| May Inspections

144.00| £90 recharge fromJBC- Payroll

147.50|Soil & Bolt, steel mesh

354.00|HR support (recharge JBC £221.25)

9,681.00|2nd Tranche

1,219.68| West End Grass Apr - Jul (4 months)

38.40| Charger for laptop

[DOM Landscapes Direct Pay
Mrs s M Saunders Exp Direct Pay
HEDIBC Direct Pay
H&DIBC Direct Pay
P Axcell Direct Pay
PPH Direct Pay
N Direct Pay
Hs&LC Direct Pay
H&DIBC Direct Pay
[Stone Computers Direct Pay
[TOTAL 16,348.27)




