

Council Meeting 20th July 2020 minutes

Buildwas Parish Council
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
on Monday 20th July 2020

Due to the COVID-19 lockdown, this meeting was held online via Zoom.

MINUTES
Present: Cllr. S Heath (Vice Chairman, acting as Chair), Cllr. J. Grainger, Cllr. J. Heath, Cllr. R. Wilcox
In attendance: Mrs S. Morris (Clerk), Cllr C. Wild (Shropshire Council), 3 members of the public (one joining part-way through the meeting)
1) Public Session
A member of the public asked for an update on the issue he had previously reported of the lack of phone lines available within the parish.  The Clerk had reported the issue to BT but had received no further update.  The Clerk would follow up with BT.  

2) Apologies for Absence
Cllr Lorraine Pratt.

3) Declarations of Disclosable Interests & Dispensation Requests
None declared.

4) To approve the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 18th May 2020
It was RESOLVED to adopt the minutes as being a correct record.  Arrangements would be made for the Chairman to sign the minutes at the next available opportunity.

5) Matters arising from the minutes

Smart Water Signage	Cllr S Heath had mapped out the possible locations for the We Don’t Buy Crime/Smart Water signs and had circulated the map to Councillors for comment.  The larger signs were proposed for the larger routes into the parish, with smaller signs placed in areas near to clusters of houses.  Councillors proposed no amendments.


6) Shropshire Councillor Report

Cllr Wild explained that she had reported the issue of the lack of phone lines to Connecting Shropshire who had raised this at their monthly meetings with BT.

Cllr Wild highlighted that the Pre-submission Draft Local Plan would be out for consultation, with comments returned to Shropshire Council.  A briefing note would be sent via the Clerk.

7) Website accessibility
The Parish Council noted the requirement to comply with the Website Accessibility Regulations, to ensure that the Parish Council website was accessible to those with disabilities.  The Parish Council was required to audit the current website, create an action plan to ensure accessibility and to have an Accessibility Statement in place for September 23rd.  The Clerk would complete this work before the next scheduled meeting.  
8) Neighbourhood Plan

At this point, the Chair suspended Standing Orders to allow a member of the public to speak.

A member of the public asked whether the Parish Council would seek to develop a Neighbourhood Plan to secure additional CIL money, which he proposed could be used towards the development of the Village Hall and Restoration of the Church and churchyard.  He also raised concerns about the potential loss of the village school, with the resulting risk of deterring young families from moving to the village.

Cllr S Heath summarised that the Parish Council had discussed whether to pursue a Neighbourhood Plan at a number of previous meetings.  Councillors had spoken to two Town Councils who had been through the process.  It was noted that with a Neighbourhood Plan, the Parish Council would receive an additional 25% of the CIL from the power station development, compared to 15% without a Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr S Heath raised concerns about the potential cost of producing the plan, and the expertise required to produce it.  There was grant funding available, but this may not fully cover the cost to produce the Plan.  There would be additional costs and time required to ensure that the Plan remained updated.  A member of the public informed the Parish Council that he had a team of people able to conduct work pro bono.  

Standing Orders were reinstated.

It was RESOLVED, by unanimous vote, that the Parish Council would not pursue the development of a Neighbourhood Plan.

9) Insurance

The insurance policy was due for renewal.  The Clerk presented two quotations, with a further insurer unable to quote at this time.  It was resolved to renew with the current provider, Zurich, at a cost of £341.51. 

10)  Finance
a) To approve Q1 budget report and bank reconciliation 
	The Q1 budget report and bank reconciliation were received and noted.

b) To approve payments made between meetings

	Ref
	No
	Payee
	Item
	Amount

	P8-20/21
	SO
	S Morris
	Salary - May
	£198.40

	P9-20/21
	BACS
	S Morris
	Duplicate salary payment made in error (repaid 27.5.20)
	£198.40

	P10-20/21
	BACS
	BestHost
	Domain renewal
	£12.50

	P11-20/21
	BACS
	E.On
	Street light maintenance contract
	£48.00

	P12-20/21
	BACS
	SALC
	Affiliation fees
	£167.61

	P13-20/21
	SO
	S Morris
	Salary - June
	£198.40



c) To approve payment of accounts

	Ref
	No
	Payee
	Item
	Amount

	P14-20/21
	SO
	N Power
	Electricity - street lighting
	£99.54

	P15-20/21
	SO
	N Power
	Electricity - street lighting
	£79.68

	P16-20/21
	SO
	ICO
	Registration
	£35.00

	P17-20/21
	BACS
	Wroxeter & Uppington Parish Council
	Part payment Zoom
	£6.00

	P18-20/21
	BACS
	HMRC
	PAYE Q1
	£1.80

	P19-20/21
	SO
	S Morris
	Salary July
	£198.20

	P20-20/21
	BACS
	S Morris
	Expenses June/July
	£20.88



The Clerk highlighted that street lighting costs which had previously been discussed due to the increasing cost.  Shropshire Council had provided a quotation of an annual cost of £64.67 plus VAT.  It was resolved to move electricity providers to secure the reduction in cost.  It was noted that the Clerk had submitted a complaint to Npower regarding their high administrative cost and requesting a partial refund.

d) To note income received

	Ref
	No
	Payee
	Item
	Amount

	R3-20/21
	BACS
	S Morris
	Repayment of duplicate salary payment
	£198.40

	R4-20/21
	BACS
	HMRC
	VAT refund
	£287.34




11) Planning matters
a) Applications for comment  None

	Cllr S Heath summarised the 4 applications in the village currently pending.

A member of the public joined the meeting at 8:08pm.

	The member of the public reported that work was taking place at Devil’s Dingle where 	a planning application had been rejected.  Councillors noted that landowners were 	able to carry out work on their property, however, if there were concerns that the work 	related to the rejected planning application, the member of the public was advised to 	report this to the Shropshire Council Planning Department. 

12) Parish Matters

B4380.  It was noted that a stretch of the B4380 had been surface-dressed but the worst areas at Buildwas and at Wroxeter had not been repaired.  The Clerk advised that the issue had been reported via My Shropshire and a response received to state that the work was included in the work programme.  The repairs at Wroxeter were anticipated by the end of August.  

HGV traffic.  Cllr J Heath raised concerns that HGVs continued to use the B4380 through the village, and had travelled through daily for the last two weeks or so, despite the requirement to use the bypass.  The Clerk would report this to Shropshire Council to follow up with Harworth.  Councillors were asked to note day/time/haulier/licence plate if possible so that the vehicles could be tracked and the specifics passed to Harworth.
Playground.  A COVID-19 Risk Assessment had been carried out, as well as a physical check to ensure that the equipment was in safe, working order, and the playground had been re-opened for public use.  

Flooding funding.  Cllr S Heath highlighted the recently announced flooding funding, which included £170m for the River Severn.  Grants were available through the River Severn Partnership for businesses affected by the flooding. 

Power station site.  It was noted that the Bunker Bay demolition took place on 17th July.  There had been no feedback to date from residents that there had been any resulting issues.  

13) [bookmark: _GoBack]Date of next meeting and arrangements for future meetings
Monday 21st September 2020

It was noted that the local and national Association of Local Councils recommended that Parish Councils continue to meet remotely.  There was mention of hybrid meetings, where some attend a physical meeting and some access remotely, but without the right technology this would be difficult to manage.  It was resolved that the Parish Council would continue to meet remotely until satisfied that meetings in person could be held, with the appropriate safeguards in place.  The Clerk would update Councillors with relevant guidance as it became available.

The meeting closed at 8:19pm.




Signed…………………………………………………………………………Page 1 | 1

