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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday February 6th at 3.30pm in the Parish Hall
1. Present and Apologies
Cllr Mrs Drury (Chairman), Cllr Ms Farrington, Cllrs Butcher and Lister, and Mrs S Wood (Clerk).  Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs Wyatt, Cllrs Bainbridge, Bartlett and Faulkner (prior commitments).   Cllr Lawrence did not attend having declared a DPI.  
2. Declarations of Interest

Cllr Lawrence:  agenda item 3.1,  planning applications 18/00022/AS and 18/00023/AS.  DPI as the applicant.
3. Planning applications
3.1  18/00022/AS & 18/00023/AS  Park House Farm, Westwell Lane, Westwell
Change of use and conversion of agricultural barn and outbuildings to dwelling with associated annexe and parking provision with demolition and removal of cattle sheds, change of use and conversion of oast to dwelling, erection of associated covered parking and change of use of associated agricultural land to gardens
The application to convert the oast and barn would result in one 5-bed dwelling and one 6-bed dwelling within the curtilage of Park House Farm, two well thought-out and significant residences in a rural setting.  The site is in an isolated location in the AONB but within walking distance of the village.  There are mitigating measures re lighting and provision of roosts for bats.  Concerns were expressed re visibility splays; there would be an increase in vehicle movements.  It was suggested that a condition be attached to suspend Permitted Development Rights to preserve the setting.  It was noted that the Parish Council has a policy of supporting more, smaller properties (cf the planning application for The Wheel), should the 6-bed be two 3-bed properties?  A site visit was proposed to discuss the Council’s strategy and Wish List with respect to smaller homes; the Clerk to contact Cllr Lawrence to arrange, and an extension to the consultation period will be sought.   
3.2  17/01865/AS & 17/01866/AS  Church Barn, Eastwell Lane, Westwell Court
Replacement of 4No. conservation rooflights
It was proposed that no objection be made to the applications.

Resolved:

That the Parish Council has no objection to the applications.
3.3  Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda

17/01443/AS   The Wheel Inn, The Street, Westwell (amended application)
Erection of a pair of 3 bedroom semi-detached houses, and one three bedroom detached house with associated car parking, hard and soft landscaping, and other associated works
Hard copy has been requested from ABC because this is not routinely sent for amended applications.  Cllr Ms Farrington noted that with fewer houses there would be a larger gap, which may alleviate earlier concerns, each house would have a side drive. The plans appear to show an increase in the size of the pub garden : this to be clarified when we have hardcopy.  It was proposed that the plans be displayed in the parish hall over the weekend of 3rd/4th March and residents invited to make comments, these would be taken to the Parish Council meeting on 5th March.  There would be a further opportunity to comment during the Open Session.  Updated large visuals will be requested from Shepherd Neame.  
18/00155/AS  Fallowfield, The Street, Westwell
Proposed single storey timber framed garage
It was noted that the garage would be hidden behind the hedge.  It was proposed that no objection be made to the application.
Resolved:

That the Parish Council has no objection to the application.
18/00158/AS  65 Sandyhurst Lane, Ashford
Erection of a first floor extension, single storey rear extension, side infill extension and front porch
It was noted that this would be a large development, but is on a large plot and there would be no increase in the footprint.  No additional windows are proposed therefore there would be no additional overlooking.  The impact on neighbours was considered but given the scale of other properties in the lane this was thought to be acceptable.
It was proposed that no objection be made to the application.
Resolved:

That the Parish Council has no objection to the application.
4. Addition of Cllr Lister as a signatory to the Parish Council bank accounts
It was proposed that Cllr Lister be added as a signatory to the Parish Council bank accounts.
Resolved:

That Cllr Lister be added as a signatory to the Parish Council bank accounts.
5. Review of advertising rates in the Westwell Eye

It was noted that the Eye has a limited circulation of 390.  It was agreed that advertising rates would be held at the current rate, but this would be subject to review if printing costs are raised.
6. Donation to the Green team

Cllr Butcher advised that the team has no financial support and any donation would be for maintenance of equipment and towards travel costs – these are currently borne by volunteers.  The Chairman proposed that a donation of £200 be made to the Green team.
Resolved:

That a donation of £200 be made to the Green team.

7. Parish hall car parking

The prolonged wet and wintry weather has led to rutting and mud and a very slippery surface; it is unclear if the matting has sunk under the weight of vehicles on wet ground.  It was agreed that there should be no parking on the field until further notice, on safety grounds.  The matting installers are being contacted for advice as to whether the matting should be relaid or sand put down to mitigate the problem.  PW Judges (Great Chart) will be asked if vertidraining would be useful.  Cllr Lister suggested that if the matting has sunk sufficiently, another layer could perhaps be installed on top.
8. Any other business
8.1   Lorry parking: The Chairman advised that she will be chairing a meeting at Civic Centre on Friday 9th February attended by the Head of Infrastructure (Road Haulage Association), KCC and a representative from the Dept for Transport.  The planning application for expansion at Waterbrook has been submitted; an application for an extension to Stop 24 is being prepared.  Cllr Bartlett will be invited to attend.
8.2   Travellers Issues and Options document:  The draft document will be issued shortly.  The Chairman will contact Bill Forrester (retired head of KCC’s Gypsy and Traveller Unit) re a possible role as advisor to the PC.  Savills (agent for Highways England) will be contacted for an update on the triangle  adjacent to the motorway at the Watery Lane site.
8.3     An overgrown hedge in Eastwell Lane near the junction with Mill Lane needs attention, the Chairman to follow-up.
8.4     Peter Spiller was asked to assist in preparation of the planning application for the storage containers on the field, but has retired.  He did not think planning permission would be needed, contrary to advice given by a planning officer, and suggested that a further approach to planning be made.  The Chairman to contact Mr Spiller for further advice.
9. Date of next meeting
Monday 5th March 2018
The meeting closed at 4.25pm.


Item 5:  Advertising rates for the Westwell Eye
Classified ads:  £3/issue

Business ads:
12 months:

Whole page b&w     £ 250

Whole page colour  £ 300

½ page b&w              £ 125

½ page colour           £ 150  

¼ page b&w              £  80

¼ page colour           £ 100

Block 2.5 x 2.5           £  60

6 months:

½ page b&w              £  75

½ page colour           £ 100

Block                           £  40

3 months:

Block                           £ 25

Subscriptions:    £8/year[image: image1.jpg]
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