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Sadly, many events in Linton have had to
be cancelled this year. Linton Park were
going to open their gardens to the public
for the first time as part of the National
Open Garden Scheme at the end of May.
Coffee mornings in St Nicholas Church are
on hold and the main event of the year the Famous Strawberry Cream Teas – will
not now take place. Sad though this is, we
remember those for whom Covid-19 has
had devastating effects.
Through it all, though, we
are grateful for the beauty
of our village this spring,
hearing birdsong so much
more clearly, quieter roads, walking the
Greensand Way with views of the
countryside, as well as enjoying our own
gardens. Plenty has been going on though
and things are starting to open up again,
which Linton Parish News is here to tell
you about. Read on……….

From the Chair of
Linton Parish Council,
Bernie Cresswell
Apparently the art of good
communication is accuracy, brevity and
speed….. perhaps some of you are
thinking I should have learned that one a
long time ago! The main message I have
is that the Parish has a new website.
http://lintonkent.org We needed to
move to comply with a new “accessibility
for all” policy, so a good time to upgrade
the site. To tease you into exploring the
site we have included items that I hope
you’ll find useful.
As the Parish Annual meeting on all
things Linton this year had to be
cancelled I thought we could pull
together a "Parish Annual Report
2020”and it’s available to read on the
website.
... Cont. page 2

New Website for Linton Parish Council http://lintonkent.org
Good News!

Linton Covid-19 Volunteers

Your local Pub, Since mid-March, a team of
local volunteers has been
THE BULL INN
actively helping residents in
will be reLinton who are self-isolating.
opening on
They have been doing weekly
grocery shops for up to six
Saturday 4th July, for both
households, as well as collecting prescriptions
food and drink.
……...Cont. page 2 and medication, and other errands as
needed.
…...Cont. page 3
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From Bernie, continued from page 1:
As last year, it includes the Parish
Council’s recognition of our appreciation
certificates for those who have gone the
extra mile in giving up their time and
energy to make Linton a great place to
live and work.
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the future in their next adventure.
Regrettably this Covid Pandemic is
currently denying us the ability to join
Jerry and Sue in some dance and merry
making to mark their final goodbyes, but
watch this space just in case things
change before they go.

For those who do not have internet SpeedWatch is being phased back in
access please get in touch and we’ll see subject to the Police inspecting
what we can do.
nominated observation locations and
The Parish Council meetings have distributing PPE equipment, but this will
take time. Meanwhile now is a good
been cancelled but we will from time to
time have a virtual meeting and the time to become a member and make a
difference for when we can start….. so
current Councillors remain in post until
please get in touch and see what it’s all
the deferred elections next year. That
said we are hoping to fill some vacancies about.
in the near future.
And, this leads me
to….Jerry Whitmarsh
and his wife Sue have
now retired from nearly
all of the voluntary
roles that have helped
to shape the Linton
Community
we
all
enjoy. They have decided to move home
and have recently sold theirs and are
busy hunting for a new one. Significantly,
Jerry served on the Parish Council for
nearly 20 years! To say he and Sue will be
missed would be an understatement. So
join me as we wish them all the best for

Other news you’ll find within the Parish
Annual Report and trust you find it
interesting. So please stay safe and be
cautious about how you comply with the
relaxing of the lockdown.
I’m conscious that for some it makes no
difference and in fact could make things
even more challenging. If that’s so for
you and your vulnerability continues,
then please get in touch with Cllr Julie
Urquart who is doing amazing work in
our Parish, caring and providing much
needed support with shopping and
other things that are a life line.
Bernie Cresswell
Chair Linton Parish Council

The Bull Inn, Continued from page 1….
Bob, Kim, Bobbie and their
team have not only been enjoying the sunshine but have spent many
hours tidying and improving the premises. Come along and enjoy a drink
and a bite to eat on the decking, taking in our breath-taking views.
Obviously, observing social distancing and Government guidelines as
required! We look forward to seeing you all soon.
From us all at The BULL
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Volunteers, continued from page 1
A huge thanks goes to Emma, Viv,
Nicola, Camilla,
Cam and Lizzie
who continue to
support
our
community during
these
difficult
times. The team will continue to
help the vulnerable for as long as
needed, so do get in touch with
Linton's Covid response organiser,
Julie Urquhart on 07714 835471 if
you need shopping, medication or
other support.
Or, if you are keen to join our small
team of volunteers, we'd love to
hear from you!

Are you new to
Linton?
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Pastoral Letter from the
Rector,
Rev Peter Callway
If you are of a certain age, you
will probably remember a song by Boney M
called “By the Rivers of Babylon”. It got to
number 30 in the charts in 1978. For those of
you who are under 50, you can find it on
Deezer, Spotify, Apple Music or YouTube.
The words of the song are drawn directly from
the Old Testament. Psalm 137 says “By the
rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we
wept, when we remembered Zion. … How
shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange
land?” The song was originally a Rastafarian
protest song, and the Boney M version went
back to the original Psalm. Rastafarians used
the term “Babylon” for any repressive regime
or organisation, and so the essential meaning
of the song is the same – Psalm 137 laments
the time of exile for the Jewish nation when
they were captured by the Babylonians. They
were in lockdown for about 70 years,
lamenting the lack of access to their familiar
surroundings and the temple where they
worshipped God.

If so, Welcome!
If you have
recently moved to
Linton, or know
someone who
has, please contact Jane Sawyer
(see page 4) for a “Welcome” Times of hardship often create both artistic
pack with lots of details about responses and partisan division. Many of our
spiritual songs come from times of slavery.
the village.

………...Continued on page 6
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and
reflections as well as full worship
services from the Church of England at
the end of a telephone line, 0800 804
8044. Available 24 hours a day, it has
been set up particularly with those
unable to join online church services
during the period of restrictions in mind.

Linton Parish News— Summer 2020

Linton Walkers
Well, the lockdown is slowly
beginning to ease down but we aren’t
allowed to restart the walks schedule
yet, according to the government
guidelines.
However, David and Jerry are keeping
a close eye on the situation and you
may be sure that they will be started
the very first minute it can be done.
The first walk will be from the
Buttercups Goat Sanctuary as soon as
rules permit. The published walk
program will be
revised to enable
walks from parking
spots other than our
usual Pub venues.
Watch out for emails .. and keep
practising walking!
For more information email David
Hill: davidhill1945@gmail.com.

Linton Neighbourhood Watch
Scheme is administered by Patricia
Burden. All Linton residents are
eligible. There is no
charge, all that is
required are your name,
address, telephone no.
and email address.
There are very few crimes committed
in this area and we are keen to keep
it this way. Contact Patricia to join!
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Linton
Community
Coffee Mornings
We’ll be back —one day!
Linton Village
Hall
Look on the web
site for details of
hire costs and availability.
https://tinyurl.com/lintonvillagehall
Lettings: contact Jane Brooker :
lvhbookings@gmail.com
or phone 07903 419055
Would you like to help keep this lovely
Village Hall open by becoming a
Trustee?
If interested please contact
David Sendles 01622 745612.
Village Contacts
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme
Pat Burden Mobile: 07979 430148
Email: lintonnhw@gmail.com
Village Hall Lettings Secretary
Jane Brooker Mobile: 07903 419055
Email: lvhbookings15@gmail.com
Allotments & Welcome pack
Jane Sawyer
- 01622 746659
Email: rossawyer@freeuk.com
Parish Council Chairman:
Bernard Cresswell
Email: bernardjcresswell@gmail.com
See the Website for other Councillors:
Pat Burden, Darren Carpenter,
James Smith, Julie Urquhart

http://lintonkent.org
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Update on the Grand Linton
Litter Pick
Unfortunately, due to the
current Covid-19 situation,
the regular Linton litter
picks have been put on hold.
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Robert Caudwell, FRCO,
LRAM
100 years old
on 24th June 2020

Our last litter pick was on 8 February
when 14 volunteers collected a total of 54
bags of rubbish, our largest haul yet! We
were scheduled to run the next litter pick
in early May but this had to be cancelled.
It's sad to see the litter building up again
in our lovely village, but it highlights the
wonderful work that our team of litter
pickers do in keeping our roads and lanes
litter-free. We'll certainly be back out in
force as soon as Maidstone Borough
Council inform us that litter picks are
permitted to resume again.
In the meantime, perhaps you might like
to take a bag or two out with you on your
walks to collect some litter as you go?
BUT PLEASE HANDLE ANY MATERIAL /
ITEMS WITH EXTREME CARE AND
CAUTION AS THE VIRUS CAN STAY ON
HARD SURFACES I.E, TINS FOR UP TO 3
DAYS.

Bob Caudwell moved to Kent in
1996 at the age of 76 and very
soon became organist and
choirmaster at St Nicholas
Church Linton. Who would have
thought that 24 years later he
would still be holding that post!
The congregation of St Nicholas
Church, together with the choir,
have been very privileged to
have such an accomplished
musician to lead our worship
Sunday by Sunday.

It is only since the Coronavirus
lockdown that Bob has been
unable to enjoy playing the
church organ and we will not be
And if you're keen to join in one of our able to celebrate with him on
th
organised litter picks once they resume, 24 June when he will be 100
get in touch with Julie
- years old.
julieurquhart_1@hotmail.com
Happy
Litter picks generally take place every few
100th Birthday,
months, on a Saturday morning between
Bob.
10am and 12 noon, followed by
refreshments.
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From the Rector, Continued from page 3
I am not in any way comparing our current
situation with the exile or slavery – but we
might take heart from a little perspective.
However hard we are finding things at the
moment, most of us will come through this
time of trial and society will recover and
rebuild. For those who will have died, we must
always lament, learn lessons, and grieve the
tragic loss of life.
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FUNERALS
Please be assured that funerals
are still being taken at graveside
and the cemetery/crematorium,
and the bereaved ministered to,
even in different ways at this
time.

BAPTISMS AND WEDDINGS

Baptisms and weddings cannot
take place at the moment and
Billy Graham, the great preacher and evangelist many have postponed weddings
until 2021.
said “Comfort and prosperity have never
enriched the world as much as adversity has.”
Pastoral Support
And William Shakespeare, in As You Like It
states “Sweet are the uses of adversity which, The Benefice has a prayer chain
which prays confidentially for
like the toad, ugly and venomous, wears yet a
anyone who asks for prayer.
precious jewel in his head.”
There is also a Benefice pastoral
The current situation has seen something like
group. Please contact Marian at
45% of UK adults turning to prayer – one in 20 david.marian@btinternet.com
for the first time. Online services have been
phone 01622 743977 or the
attracting people to participate in ways not
Rector Peter Callway
seen in regular worship. Over 25% of adults in
The Lord is near.
the UK have “been to church” during the
Do not be anxious about
current pandemic. Our own Zoom™ services
anything, but in every
have seen up to 80 folk online together. It is
situation,
by prayer and
highly regrettable that not everybody can
petition, with thanksgiving,
access this (by the way you can dial in on an
present
your requests to God.
ordinary ‘phone – details below) and when we
And
the peace of God,
are finally back to “normal” we have to work
which transcends all
out how to re-integrate ourselves.
Meanwhile, please do keep supporting each
other, keep praying, and stay safe and well.

Peter Callway, Rector

understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4 v 5b -7.

Go to our facebook page
for Messy Church at Home activities
https://www.facebook.com/LintonMessyChurch/
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MIDWEEK
HOLY COMMUNION SERVICES
Each week there is a new video
The BBC has various resources
recording of the Holy Communion Sunday Worship on BBC Radio 4 at
service for that week on the Benefice
8.10am
website. http://BeneficeVideos
Sunday Worship on BBC1
10.45 – 11.15am
(please check times as they can vary)
STUDY GROUPS
Sunday Songs of Praise on BBC1
meet online on Tuesdays at 2.30 pm
1.15pm
and Wednesdays at 7.30pm, following
a course called Talking Jesus, which is The Church of England website has
designed to help us share our faith on line resources, services and daily
prayers.
and tell others about Jesus. You are
welcome to join the Zoom meeting https://www.churchofengland.org/
for either study group.
http://bit.ly/BeneficeGroups
Benefice Ladies’ Prayer Group
Continue to pray every Saturday at
10am online:
Donations for Homeless Care
https://zoom.us/j/993530273
Church of England Prayer for
sufferers of COVID 19
Keep us, good Lord, under the
shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the
anxious, be with those who
care for the sick, and lift up
all who are brought low;
that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate
us from your love in Christ Jesus our
Lord. Amen.

Until our churches are reopened Becky
Parnham is kindly collecting any food
donations you wish to make. Donations
can be left in a plastic box outside
Becky's front door. If you are not sure
where she lives, or are unable to get
out to drop your donation off please
give her a call on 07949 646865 to
arrange a pick up. You can also make
online
monetary
donations
to
Homeless Care Maidstone via their
website. Thank you to those who have
kindly donated to this cause as it’s
making a real difference to those in
need.
http://www.homelesscare.org.uk/
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Our buildings are closed but the church is
alive and active
Although we are unable to meet we can
continue to pray for ourselves and our
communities. With this in mind we are
praying for our communities each day:
Mondays: Coxheath; Tuesdays: East
Farleigh; Wednesdays: Hunton; Thursdays:
Linton and Fridays: West Farleigh.
We are praying for members of our
community working from home, those
looking after children and the children
themselves.
We are praying for the
members of the NHS living and working in
our communities, those key workers who
are trying their best to keep the country
running by continuing to provide essential
services and those businesses who have
had to close and their staff. If you have a
particular prayer request, please contact
us and we will pray for you.
Benefice Contacts
Rector
Rev Peter Callway Tel: 01622 747570
email: peter@callways.co.uk
(not available Fridays)
Associate Rector
Rev Eileen Doyle Tel: 01622 204241
(not available Monday or Tuesday)
Assistant Curate
Rev Lorna Faulkner Tel: 01622 439304
Hon. Associate Rector
Rev David Jones Tel: 01622 741474
Children & Families’ Worker
Becky Parnham Tel: 07949 646865
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
IN THE BENEFICE
10.30 Every Sunday morning:
On your Computer, tablet or
smartphone:

http://bit.ly/UnitedBenefice
If you do not have access to the
internet you can dial into the
service from your landline
Dial 0203 051 2874
Enter 185124308#
Enter #
Cost of a call is standard cost to a
geographic number.
The pattern of worship is accessible
to all each week, with Holy
Communion following each alternate
week, ie Sundays of EVEN weeks. Do
feel free to have bread and wine in
your own homes to share in this time
together.

You are most welcome to
any or all of these services
and events. For further
details please see our
websites:
http://
unitedbenefice.church
www.achurchnearyou.com
/church/9958/
or call or email the Rector

