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Tuesday 29th October 2024.   7.00 pm    Ditton Priors Village Hall
APOLOGIES:  Rosemary Abbiss, Alan Jones, Bill Lewis, Karen Lewis, Sarah Crawford Thomas, Jill Scurfield, Ivan Jeavons, Jo Parker, Brian Knox, Susan Goodwin, Anne Reidy, Denise Ingram, Ruth Gosling, Ruth Davies, Sue Crichton, Mariel Lubman, David Powell, Chris Tibbits, Clare Tibbits, Jackie Dorrell, Richard Dorrell, Gaynor Preece, Tony Jones, Debbie Jones, Margaret Buckingham, John Williamson, Bob Lee, Veda Lee, Jeannette Coles, Stuart Wentworth, Bobby Jarvis, Robert McNeil
	PRESENT:
Yemmi Agbebi
Marcus Arnold
Caroline Arnold
	Carol Elwiss
Kevin Elwiss
Norman Fenn
Mark Gregory
Sharon Gregory
	Jill Perks
Anne Peters
Gerald Peters
John Pickup
Anne Preece
June Preece

	Eileen Bentley 
Fiona Boliver
David Bleser
Felicity Burchnall
Roger Barker
Elisabeth Buggins
Colin Barton Smith
Claire Bradley
Margaret Bill
	Duncan Hill
David Howorth
Linda Howorth
Linda Jackson
Bobbie Jarvis
Deborah Jones
Gilly Lindley
Michael Lindley
Dave Lowe
	Chris Ramsden
Tina Ranson
Will Ranson
Adrian Robinson
John Rowland
Julia Rose
Peter Rainford
Margaret Rainford
Joyce Richards
Gill Severn 

	Clive Cartwright
Linda Miles Cartwright
Tony Clarke
Sheila Clarke
John Coles
Les Davies
Denise Davies
Pam Dicer
	Jayne Madeley
Clive Mason
Dee McNeil
Bob Milward
Judith Miles
Lynne Morgan
Michele Nevitt
	Ann Sutcliffe
Louise Tyson
Ann Williamson
Bob Williams
Rosemary Williams
Pat Warren
Helen Watson




AGM
Chaired by Mark Gregory
Apologies from committee members Bill Lewis and Caroline John
1. Tina spoke to the Chair Report (copy attached with minutes).
2. Linda Jackson gave the Treasurers Report (copy attached with minutes)
3. Mark announced that the interim committee was now dissolved.
4. Mark announced that there were 5 nominations received for the new committee – Bill Lewis, Tina Ranson, Yemmi Agbebi, Linda Jackson Mark Gregory, and that Tina would act as Chair until the first meeting of the new committee which will be held within 4 weeks of the AGM.  
OPEN MEETING – Chaired by Tina Ranson
1. Report from the Practice – the PPG committee have met with Dr Bassett and the statement read out by Tina has been approved by the Practice.  (Copy  attached with minutes).    Information includes the imminent appointment of a further female GP, and an advertisement for another Partner.  There was concern when patients learned that the Practice is not reimbursed for the costs of taking blood samples and it was suggested that patients might be happy to pay a small fee rather than have to travel to have a blood sample taken.   We believe that the Practice cannot legally taken money for services delivered, but it may be possible that some form of charitable organisation could make donations to the Practice to support the continued service provision.  PPG to investigate this. 

2. Pharmacy First services – Linda Jackson outlined this scheme which started in January 2024 and has been adopted by 95% of pharmacies across the country.  This service could be particularly useful for patients who are ill at weekends, or who cannot have time off work to get to their GP.  Potential users have to telephone 111 to get authorisation to use the service.   The service only covers 7 medical conditions,  and has minimum age limits depending on the condition.    Once patients are approved, they  can then visit any participating pharmacy and see a pharmacist in a private room.  The pharmacist will examine, treat and prescribe for that condition, or refer the patient elsewhere.    The PPG and Practice support this service as it could help to reduce the huge demand for appointments on Mondays and Tuesdays.  

3. NHS App - Yemmi Agbebi outlined why the Practice was encouraging patients to use the NHS App – as it saves administrative time and provides a secure messaging service between patient and clinician.    33 million uk citizens have already registered for the app, and it likely that additional features and facilities will be added to make communication even easier.   The PPG has already run 4 training sessions which were very successful and more can be offered if there is demand.  There are currently 3 patients on the waiting list for the next session so if you would like help to download the app and someone to show you how to use it, just get in touch with the PPG.

4. Any Other Business  (1) Brown Clee Health and Well Being Community Benefit Society (‘the Society’) David Bleser drew people’s attention to the leaflets which had been put on chairs in the hall.  The Society is now ready to start recruiting Society Members and leaflets will be distributed via the Practice waiting rooms and included in prescription packages in order to get the information out to the maximum number of patients.   The Society have assured the PPG that the leaflet has been approved by Practice Partners.     Voting Membership is £1 plus £4 per year.  Members will receive minutes of meetings and will have the opportunity to purchase shares which will help to acquire the Brown Clee Medical Practice buildings at Ditton Priors and Stottesdon.  PPG members interested in investing in the project, or  keeping fully informed, should complete the application to become a Member of the Society.     
NB  Whilst the PPG currently supports the Health and Wellbeing Society in their quest, and is happy to assist them in information dissemination, this should not be understood as being a recommendation by the PPG regarding the taking up of paid membership, donations or purchasing of shares if applicable.  We would always recommend you seek suitable financial advice before doing so.


5. Any Other Business (2)  Practice Gardens Scheme  - Tina introduced Adrian (Ade)  Robinson, who is a PPG member with considerable experience landscaping and garden creation.  Dr Bassett has been persuaded to take up Ade’s  offer to look after the grounds at the two surgeries, and especially to develop a ‘wellness’ garden at Ditton Priors.    The Practice, however, will not be able to fund this project, so Ade and the PPG will need to consider some fund-raising activities.  Ade will make a list of things he needs eg hard landscaping materials, seating, plants, manual labour etc, and circulate this via the PPG.   His plans enthused everybody and when he spoke of creating a place to stop and contemplate, drawing in nature and softness and tranqility he was applauded by the audience.  Ade will give a full presentation of his ideas at the PPG meeting on 7th January 2025, and there will be further information on  costs, fundraising and logistics.  

6. Dates of meetings for 2025

Tuesday 7th January, - 7pm start in Ditton Priors Village Hall
Also :     1st April, 1st July and 7th October   2025   PLEASE NOTE CHANGED DATES 
