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GUNTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting Held on 
Wednesday 23rd July 2025 at 7.15 pm in the Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: Lesley Jeffery (LJ – Vice Chair), Chris Cope (CC), Ray George (RG), Nick Hill (NH), Dona Kent (DK), Lyn Palmer (LP)
In Attendance: Naomi Cope (NC - Clerk), Cllr Jackson 

	Year and Minute
	DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS

	
	Public Participation: None

	055/25
	To receive and accept apologies for absence:  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Everington.

	056/25
	To receive and note declarations of interest: It was noted that Cllr Cope’s wife is the clerk. None others noted.

	057/25
	To accept as a true record of the meeting the Minutes of the previous meeting: 
Minutes from the meeting held on 25th June 2025 were accepted as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Vice Chair.

	058/25
	To receive and note reports from District and County Councillors: Cllr Jackson apologised for not getting to Via meeting this morning.  Not much to report from County Council.  Full council meeting last Thursday.  Tried to reduce fares for rural buses, but was voted down.  Newark and Sherwood voted for Rushcliffe, Broxtowe and City as the Unitary councils.

	059/25
	Planning: 
a. Applications: 25/01176/LDCE|Certificate of Lawfulness to continue the existing use of the property as a residential dwelling|2 The Avenue Gunthorpe NG14 7ET

25/01177/LDCE|Certificate of Lawfulness to continue the existing use of the property as a residential dwelling|Lodge Farm Lowdham Road Gunthorpe NG14 7ES

Both applications were received after the agenda was set.  Both applications are the same address.  Local residents have reported that 2 The Avenue has not been lived in and has been used as a store.  Cllrs reported concerns whether Lodge Farm is a separate address as the two addresses share an entrance. Concerns were also discussed about whether rates are being paid.  The Council want to know if planning has gone in for conversion of the garage and how the waste and services are being managed.  Local residents need to write in and report their concerns if they are not happy with the certificate being issued.  The Council want assurance that planning regulations have been met and that the services and rates have been/ will be paid.  ACTION: Clerk to write comments to planning.

b. Decisions: 25/00883/NMA|Application for a non-material amendment to planning permission 18/01532/FULM to amend the approved plans|Lowdham Leisureworld Lowdham Road Gunthorpe NG14 7ES: PERMITTED

25/00432/FUL|Change of use of domestic ancillary outbuilding to a new separate dwelling with external alterations and insertion of a first floor level|Brookside Lowdham Road Gunthorpe NG14 7EP: PERMITTED The permission states they cannot start work on dwelling until they have met various conditions.


	060/25
	Financial Matters:
a. To note payments received and authorise accounts for payment – Clerk pay for Apr – Jul was APPROVED.  NALC training £35 APPROVED.  Payment to Village Hall Committee of VE day grant £300 APPROVED
b. To approve monthly bank reconciliation balance at £11,504.78 for Unity.  APPROVED.  Cllrs Jeffery and Palmer visited HSBC to sort out access for Clerk and get statements for previous months.  Cllr Jeffery has an appointment on 18th August and suggests that she closes the account and transfer all the balance to Unity. ACTION: Clerk to amend bank reconciliation to include HSBC figures.
c. AGAR 21/22 Governance Statement completed and signed.  Public Rights Notice dates of 25th July to 5th September set. APPROVED

	061/25
	Environmental Matters/Nature reserve: Antisocial continued the following weekend, but nothing since.  Grass cutting around the perimeter and along river in front of Unicorn.  Fishing has been stopped due to lack of oxygen in the Trent.  
Cllr Jeffery reported the seat near the caravan park is in need of repair.  It needs sanding, cleaning and painting.  ACTION: Cllr Jeffery will put on Facebook to see if anyone would be willing to help.  

	[bookmark: _Hlk99437853]062/25
	Flood Resilience Scheme: Nothing new.  There has been an inspection but no report back yet.  ACTION Cllr George to chase this up.

	063/25
	Highways and public rights of way: Cllrs Cope, Jeffery and Palmer met with representatives from Via (Louise and Will). We discussed the possibility of one-way traffic along the slope road – although necessary use of the road by emergency vehicles, during flooding and people mistakenly going the wrong way were highlighted by Via as potential barriers.  Via will contact the riparian owner to cut the conifer hedge back as they felt it was overgrown. It was advised that the loss of junction markings between Main Street and Trentside is causing near misses and accidents but these cannot be fully repainted due to poor road condition.  The pot holes that have appeared have granite underneath, so hot boxing isn’t possible but Via will look to get this resurfaced (ideally when the bridge is done).  

Parking issues were along Main Street.  Two options include the local PCSO coming down and take photos and also asking NCC to visit – it was decided to ask them to attend on the Saturday and Monday of August Bank Holiday weekend.  Dangerous parking on the bend near the stables at the North end of Main Street was reviewed; photos of dangerous parking are needed which can be sent to Cllr Jackson and Louise from Via to then consider yellow lines.  

Funding is there for the feasibility study on A6097 lights/roundabout/speed review.  Cllr Jackson will ask again for a date.  Options are a roundabout or traffic lights, both which would require a compulsory purchase order as there is not enough space.  The speed limit will be reviewed in line with this.  Discussions were had about the regular accidents (at least 5 of significance in four months on the A6097) and vibration to homes by the A6097. It was felt that 40mph is not safe due to the volume of traffic. Via said that the speed cameras may not work for a 30mph limit.  It was still unclear why NCC had interpreted the DFL 30mph limit guidance so differently from GPC and Louise suggested having a meeting with Paul Hillier about the Main Street/ A6097 junction. ACTION: Cllr Jackson will email Paul and Gary regarding the feasibility study and a meeting.

	064/25
	Village Hall, Play park and playground: Bar night last month and one upcoming.  The hall are looking into a bigger bin outside the play park and a bench for inside the park.  Cllr George proposed that the council put some money towards this.  ACTION: Cllr Jeffery to ask for a written request from the hall.

	065/25
	Marston Riverside: Cllr Jeffery messaged Marston’s and asked to discuss the land.  No response so far.  Will set a date for a meeting with the Parish when she hears back.  ACTION: Clerk to follow up with another letter about the life belt.

	066/25
	Website update: Still waiting for the gov.uk domain to be confirmed.  NC and RG booked onto Assertion 10 training and will start to work on IT policy. Will need to apply for council-owned email addresses

	067/25
	[bookmark: _Hlk99438173]To approve policy documents: Policy documents for volunteers, recruitment, equality, environment, records retention, freedom of information, risk assessment and complaints procedure APPROVED

	068/25
	To note correspondence:  Newark and Sherwood District Council – call for sites - No sites could be identified that would be big enough for building on.


	069/25
	Any other business: NC has contacted Church magazine re changing clerk details and publishing minutes.  No response.  It was resolved that draft minutes should be published so there was not a 2 month delay.


	070/25
	Matters for Next Agenda: Marston’s land

	071/25
	Private & Confidential: 
None

	072/25
	Meeting Closed: There being no further business the Vice Chair closed the meeting at 20:40
Date of next Parish Council meeting:  Wednesday 27th August







Approved by the Chair on Wednesday 27th August 2025, Signed:


