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Happy Inside  
Con¿dent Outside

An incredibly nurturing day and flexi-boarding 

school inspiring 3-13 year old boys and girls  

to fulfil their extraordinary potential. 

dulwichprepcranbrook.org

Divorce Support
Emotional support throughout
the divorce process
Help with paperwork including
Form E

Divorce Recovery
Guiding you through the pain,
isolation and loneliness

Divorce Coaching
Building a new life and 
moving forward

Support for Men and Women

www.jwdivorcesupport.co.uk
julie@jwdivorcesupport.co.uk

07977 777306

Julie Wilson

JW DIVORCE SUPPORT

Two friendly and interesting courses
this autumn in Tenterden.

Day School: Jane Austen and the Search
for Home with Sally Ann Wardroper

Friday 12 October, 10-3pm
at Trinity Baptist Church, Tenterden

Fee £30 includes lunch

Half Day School: The Four Romanov 
Grand Duchesses with Anne Stott
Friday 16 November, 10.30-1pm

at Trinity Baptist Church, Tenterden
Fee £18

Please contact: Sarah Cutts
01580 291406   pscutts@btinternet.com

The WEA is a charity registered in England (no.1112775)

http://www.jwdivorcesupport.co.uk
mailto:julie@jwdivorcesupport.co.uk
mailto:pscutts@btinternet.com
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Having gone away on holiday in August and come back in September, the season had definitely
changed from summer to autumn and now people are even starting to think about ... Christmas!
Noooo, too soon. Some of the charity shops even have their Christmas cards out. Mrs Ward
tells me that the turkey book is already starting to fill up and that certain competitive people -
you know who you are - were vying to be no.1 on the list. It gives a whole new meaning to the
phrase ‘it’s got your name on it’. Frankly, I’m beginning to feel sorry for the turkeys, who’ve still
got three months to go but they’re doomed, doomed. You can tell I’ve been to Scotland for my
holiday.

Lingering sunny days are a bonus but we know that the year is starting to think about wrapping
up. The corn is harvested and many fields ploughed, the plums are over, apples largely picked and
the harvest moon and therefore harvest festival fell at the end of September. In the garden a
brave dahlia and the odd chrysanth still provide colour but nature is also winding down, with the
trees, already stressed by the long hot summer, starting to turn.

The Neighbourhood Plan, too, is entering the final furlongs after many months of hard work,
investigation, discussion and negotiation and is starting to take shape before being independently
assessed and presented to the Parish to vote on in the required referendum in the early part of
next year.

Minnie Garnier, Co-Editor

Editorial

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council 
and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory.

Editors: Kent Barker, Minnie Garnier, Peter Thomas
Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Tracy Claridge, PC Rep: Kent Barker, Treasurer: Charles Trollope
Acting Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: Iain Fraser
Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald

Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 15th of the preceding month.
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com.
Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com.
Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY   01580 240371

mailto:benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com
mailto:advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com
mailto:dd.rhill@btinternet.com
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Church Calendar

St George’s Church
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)
Churchwarden: Tracy Claridge     240454     maisonsicheluk@tlclaridge.co.uk
Churchwarden: Julia Collard     241944     Julia.collard@btinternet.com
www.benendenchurch.org     850849     benendenchurch@gmail.com

Please inform the Rector or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill or would like a visit or home communion.

Sunday 7 October            8am Communion          11am Harvest Service          5pm Evening Prayer
                                                                       followed by Harvest
                                                                       Lunch, Village Hall

Sunday 14 October          8am 1662 Communion  10am Morning Worship        5pm Evening Prayer
                                                                                                                at Mission Church

Sunday 21 October          8am Communion          10am Sung Eucharist            4pm Messy Church

Sunday 28 October          8am Communion          10am Morning Worship        5pm Praise Service
                                                                                                                at Mission Church

Mission Church, Sandhurst
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)
Every Tuesday 10am Communion

Iden Green Congregational Church
Elder: Tobin Bird     240027     www.idengreen.org.uk
Sunday Services 10am Morning Worship 5.30pm Evening Worship

The Roman Catholic Chapel TN17 4EL
Fr Barry Grant     713364     www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org
Masses 9am Sundays 7.30pm Holy Days

From the Parish Registers
Baptism                      23 September   Emily Earland

Wedding                      15 September   Anna Cruse and Jonathan Marsh

Funerals                       4 September   John Busby   Funeral and burial
                                  6 September   Cynthia Gee   Memorial Service
                                  26 September   Martin Oldaker   Funeral and burial

http://www.b
mailto:er@gmail.com
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Respect
One definition of respect is: to have due regard for the feelings, wishes or rights of others.
Looking at things reported on the news recently it seems to be sadly lacking in our world at
present. We have seen stories of: physical attacks on the elderly or the vulnerable; an increase in
knife attacks in London; ‘sex-for-rent’ adverts exploiting young female students; people trafficking
sometimes for sex, always for profit; our politicians verbally attacking and undermining each other
over Brexit; the Novichok attack where an innocent woman died; the outburst on the tennis
court by someone who has long been held up as a role model; not to mention the comments of
some football managers towards one another. Where is the care, concern and consideration for
the feelings of others in all of that? And as for some of the comments from the current President
of the United States ... we won’t even go there.

Is it something that is getting worse, or are we just becoming more aware of it? Whichever it is, it
is something that I think we should be concerned about for our society and community. Respect
for others needs to be re-established and built up again. There is a very small book, a letter, in the
New Testament part of the Bible which says, “... [be] ready to do whatever is good, to slander no-
one, to be peaceable and considerate, to show true humility towards all men.” Whatever your
thoughts about the Bible, or wherever you stand regarding your belief (or otherwise) in God,
these simple words are what it means to have respect for another person.

Respect is about having consideration for the ideas and life of another human being. It is about
being thoughtful and attentive to their needs rather than always thinking about our own. It is
about being courteous and polite, even when - or especially when - we might disagree. It is simply
about being kind to another human being; it is about feeling for someone else rather than
focussing on ourselves all the time.

It is no good, though, pointing the finger at others that we see on the News and that we perceive
to be disrespecting society or other people, without first looking at our own personal behaviour
and attitudes. We live in a world where there is so much variety, but rather than celebrating that
we are so often quick to focus on the differences between ourselves and others and to see those
differences negatively. What we all have in common though is that we are all human beings, living
this physical life once. That life would be so much better if we each showed more respect - care,
concern, and consideration - for others. Respect begins within each of us.

Revd David Commander, Rector

Rector’s Letter
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September
Saturday 29 Neighbourhood Development Plan Public Exhibition, Iden Green Pavilion, 10am p.17

October
Friday 5 Woodland Wide Games, Iden Green Congregational Church, 7pm
Saturday 6 Churchyard Working Party, St George’s, Benenden, 9.30-12noon p.9
Saturday 6 What’s in the Box, St George’s Club, 8.15pm
Sunday 7 St George’s Harvest Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm p.9
Friday 12 The Music Scholars of Benenden School, St George’s Church, 7.30pm p.13
Monday 15 Parish Council Meeting, Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm
Tuesday 16 Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm p.27
Tuesday 16 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Photographs of the BBC, Memorial Hall, 2pm p.27
Thursday 18 Dahlia Workshop, Blue Hen Flowers, Benenden, 10.30am p.23
Saturday 20 Bingo, St George’s Club, 8.15pm
Sunday 21 Messy Church, St George’s Church, 4-6pm p.29
Tuesday 23 Merry and Bright, Memorial Hall, 3pm
Friday 26 Sweet Pea Workshop, Blue Hen Flowers, Benenden, 10.30am p.13
Saturday 27 Stephen Message, Art Exhibition, Memorial Hall, 10-5pm p.35
Saturday 27 Quiz Night, St George’s Club, 8.15pm
Sunday 28 Stephen Message, Art Exhibition, Memorial Hall, 10-4pm p.35

Benenden Youth Club/Streetcruizer, age 11+
Tuesdays at Benenden Village Hall, 6.30-8.30pm

Coffee Shop
Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-12noon

Benenden Bowls Club
Thursdays on the recreation field, practice night, 6.30pm

Cakes & Chaos: Cafe and Toddler Group
Fridays during term time in St George’s Church, 9-11.30am

Refuse Lorry Collections
Saturday 6 October for Garden/Compostable Waste
Benenden, Village Hall layby, 8-9.20am and Iden Green, crossroads, 9.40-11am
Saturday 20 October for Domestic Waste
Benenden, Village Hall layby, 8-9.20am and Iden Green, crossroads, 9.40-11am

Village Calendar
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Parish Council

Parish Council Meeting
Monday 15 October 2018,
Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm

It is with great pleasure that we welcome two new members to the Parish Council this month,
Dee Manford and Peter Driver, bringing us up to our full complement of nine councillors.

I’m sure many of you already know Dee from Hinxden Farm Dairy, proud producers of dairy
products for the local community and beyond. Dee has lived in the parish for over 20 years now,
with her family growing up here. Like many of us, she is keen that her children can remain living
in the parish, and affordable housing schemes are therefore high on her priority list, along with
safer and better-maintained roads.

Peter and his wife moved to Iden Green about six years ago. He threw himself into volunteering,
helping to pull together our Parish Plan, and is currently on one of the working groups of our
Neighbourhood Development Plan. He has taken an interest in planning, and Theresa and Peter
are both extremely knowledgeable about music - I have happy memories of them helping our
team to a memorable victory at the Iden Green quiz night a couple of years ago.

Both Dee and Peter are to be commended for putting their heads above the parapet, and I
thoroughly look forward to working with them. They will be doing their own introductions 
over the coming months in this magazine, so watch this space.

Finally, we’ve set a date for the autumn village clean. It will be on Saturday 10 November, with
the usual meet at the community shop or Iden Green Pavilion between 9-9.30am. Our spring
clean broke all records this year, with around 35 volunteers working hard to clean up our parish,
and it would be great if we could see that number again - or more.

Nicola Thomas, BPC Chair
01580 240364   nic.jthomas@btinternet.com

Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk
01580 240371   clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org
For more information see our website   www.benendenparishcouncil.org   or find us on facebook

mailto:nic.jthomas@btinternet.com
mailto:clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org
http://www.benendenparishcouncil.org


The Walled Nursery The Old Fire Station

Short and long term work 
Daytime, evening and weekend 
sessions available 

Counselling children, teenagers 
and adults 

BACP registered

Jessie B’s Hairdressing
Bowles Lodge

All Saints Road
Hawkhurst, Kent TN18 4HT
Telephone 01580 388 300

facebook.com/jessiebhairdressing
instagram.com/jessiebhairdressing

Jessica Bawden has opened a beautiful,
spacious state-of-the-art salon in Hawkhurst.

Easy parking options nearby.

Planting . Design . Consultancy

annabellear@btinternet.com
featured on houzz.co.uk

Annabel Lear GARDENS

mailto:annabellear@btinternet.com


Two sides to the sun
Here we are again at the beginning of autumn bemoaning the grey days and wistfully looking for
sunny ones. Yet, not so long ago, we were beginning to wonder if the heatwave was ever going to
end. Officially it seems that a sun god is a sky deity who represents the sun, or an aspect of it,
usually because of its perceived power and strength. Solar deities and sun worship can be found
throughout most of recorded history in various forms.

I think that there are definitely two sides to the sun. Sunlight can sparkle on lakes and the sea,
and filter through the trees in woods creating beautiful pools of light and shade. But it also
cruelly shows up blemishes on surfaces, highlights dust on windows and scratches on anything.

I remember the sun rising on a fresh, clear holiday morning in the mountains and being able to
look out of the tent and see for miles. However, looking out from his tent in the desert in the
middle of the day, the nomad can be deceived by the harsh sun showing mirages and false
horizons. Others on holiday bask in the sun’s rays and turn, stretch and reorientate themselves to
achieve the perfect tan. But the sun has its own agenda and, unless defended, the skin will be
under remorseless attack. The modern-day sun-worshipper.

I noticed, when living in southern Africa, that there, people remain steadfastly in the shade during
the hot season, only to seek any patch of sun in the cold one. In the far northern hemisphere the
sun gives its warmth and light for half the year but gradually withdraws them for the other half
and the people again must work and live to the sun’s rules.

With the warmth of the sun, flowers blossom and crops and fruits ripen. The population is fed
and the surroundings enhanced. Even then, the situation cannot be taken for granted. Just as we
have been reminded locally, unless other factors come into play, drought hits the land, crops fail,
animals have no pasture and the sun becomes an enemy instead of a friend. Again, elsewhere in
the world terrible heat beats down on people who have no refuge, no land, no crops, no fruit. 

Perhaps we can say that in cities and sprawling conurbations the domination of the sun is
challenged. There are buildings for shade, air-conditioning for temperature control, refrigeration
for preservation and solar panels to capture some of the sun’s power. However, even in cities
there are very many who do not benefit from these advances in science and so are left to the
mercy of the orb in the sky.

In mitigation, the two sides of the sun fuse at the beginning and ending of each day. Be they misty,
vibrant, gentle or violent, the magnificence and wonder of the rising and setting of our sun are
there for us all to enjoy.

Sue Fisher
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Just a Thought



07718920249
www.evansconservation.uk

HISTORIC BUILDING
SPECIALISTS

Hadlow trained• Experienced in
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

AND LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION
Competitive prices

Border design• Tidy up• Prepping
Small patios • Minor brickwork

Pointing• Decking• Winter garden blitz
Hedge work • Fencing• Log splitting

Sheds and shed bases • Turfing
General garden maintenance

Planting up• Help with choice of planting

Feel free to call or email
for more details, quotes and prices.
Usually same day reply with emails.

idenlandscapes@gmail.com
01580 389531   07720 817577

Iden
Landscapes Jay Weekes

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BENENDEN PRE-SCHOOL 
www.benendenpreschool.co.uk 

 

Every Weekday in St George’s Hall, by Benenden Cross-roads 

Small and friendly pre-school - Awarded ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted  
Large secure gardens with slide, sandpit, playhouse and more! 
All weather suits provided, for daily outdoor play in all seasons 

Experienced, qualified staff including Graduate Leader 
Weekly ‘Sporty Tots’ session with qualified instructor 

Regular trips throughout the year - Close parental partnership 
Children may start from age 2 - Childcare vouchers accepted 

Full/half days/lunch clubs to suit your child’s needs  
Tel: 01580 241137    email: supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 

A non-profit making pre-school run by a committee of parents 
Established 1967     a Registered Charity No: 1027577 

ANITA MEEKINS
PRIVATE HIRE

FIRST CLASS SERVICE

Ordinary & Executive Vehicles
& 8 seater minibus with seat belts

All drivers & vehicles
licensed & tested

Long & short journeys
& courier service available

Business accounts welcome

Tel: 01580 240713
Mobile: 07774 672 043

anitameekinsph@btconnect.com

http://www.evansconservation.uk
mailto:idenlandscapes@gmail.com
mailto:anitameekinsph@btconnect.com
http://www.benendenpreschool.co.uk
mailto:supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk


News and Events
Churchyard working party
Saturday 6 October, St George’s, 9.30-12noon
Autumn heralds the end of yet another season
of maintaining Benenden’s churchyard, which
mainly entails grass cutting but also clearing the
brambles and saplings, which seem to sprout up
everywhere.

We do have a paid contractor for some of
the work, but it is carried out largely by
volunteers at regular working parties, usually on
the first Saturday of the month. I must say a big
thank you to all of you who have turned up on
these mornings, especially those who are not
regular members of the congregation. Let’s face
it, most of us have a vested interest in ensuring
that the churchyard remains a respectful, cared-
for site, not least because not a few of us will
end up there in one form or another.

Over the last year we have tackled the very
sensitive issue of compliance with the Diocesan
regulations on what may or may not appear in a
churchyard, about which David Commander
wrote in the November 2017 issue of this
magazine. We appreciate the generally positive
reaction that there has been to this move and
hope you will agree that we now have an
attractive rural churchyard. 

This year we shall be making a special effort
to identify and make readily accessible our
World War I graves, in time for the 100th
anniversary celebrations on 11 November.

A significant proportion of the churchyard is
deliberately set aside as a wild area, which
provides a habitat for wildlife as well as
attractive flowers and grasses according to the
time of year. Once the flowers have had a
chance to set and scatter their seed, this whole
area, as with all maintained wildflower meadows,
has to be cut and the grasses/flowers cleared
away. This is a major task and it will form a large
element of what we shall do at our next
working party, on Saturday 6 October, 9.30am to
12noon. You are very welcome.
Dick Hill 9

Harvest Festival donations
Sunday 7 October, St George’s Church, 11am
Donations of either perishable or non-
perishable goods brought to the Harvest
Festival service will be taken to the following
charities Catching Lives and Nourish.
Everything is gratefully received from tinned
food to fruit and dry goods to vegetables.

St George’s Church
Harvest Lunch
Sunday 7 October, Benenden Village Hall,
12.30-3pm
The Harvest Lunch will follow the Harvest
Festival Service which will start at 11am.
The menu includes smoked salmon terrine, 
chicken & gammon salad with new potatoes
(vegetarian option available), lemon tart with 
fresh berries & cream. Tea, coffee & mints. 
Soft drinks are included. Wine & beer will 
be available to buy.
Always a popular occasion, so buy your tickets
early (adults £7, under 12s £3.50) from:
Benenden’s Community Shop, in Church or from
Lesley Attwood 243318   lesley.attwood@sky.com
Everyone Welcome

We are having a stall sell ing lovely 
candle decorations for Christmas.
Choose one for your own table or 
give one to your family.
Lots of other things to buy.
Plants and fresh flowers.

ST. GEORGE’S
CHURCH

FLOWER FUND

HARVEST 
FESTIVAL

Sunday 7 October

mailto:lesley.attwood@sky.com
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Idyllic rural location
Individual heated chalets 
housing up to four cats
Also welcome rabbits, 

guinea pigs, hamsters etc.
Come and see us before booking

F o r e s t
F a r m
C a t

H o t e l

Call Lucy on 01580 242961
or 07720 966374

email enquiries@forestfarmcathotel.co.uk
or see our website 

www.forestfarmcathotel.co.uk

Geoff Tiltman
Gardens & Groundworks

City & Guilds in Horticulture, NCT
Creating Gardens of Distinction

Drives, Patios, Walls, Fencing, Pergolas,
Turfing, Regular Grass Cutting,
Unruly Gardens Made Tidy,
All Garden Construction and

Garden Maintenance Work Undertaken

Free Quotations - Keen Prices

Smarden 01233 770777 - 24 hours
Mobile 07775 694 963

geoff.tiltman@hotmail.co.uk

EMPLOY A QUALIFIED CONTRACTOR AND
SEE THE DIFFERENCE IN YOUR GARDEN

www.baldwinstravel.co.uk

Make your memories with
Baldwins Travel Group

mailto:geoff.tiltman@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@forestfarmcathotel.co.uk
http://www.forestfarmcathotel.co.uk
http://www.baldwinstravel.co.uk


Benenden Bonfire Benenden Bonfire   
&&  FireworksFireworks  

  

Hot Food,  

Licensed Bar &  

lots more! 
 

Saturday Saturday   
33rdrd  NovemberNovember  

Value Family Fun 
Adults £5 
Children £2.50 (15 & under) 

under 5’s FREE! 

*Tickets available online from 1st October* 
www.benendenĮreworks.co.uk 

or from Benenden Village Shop 

Gates open 5.30pm 
Bonfire 6.30pm  
Fireworks 7pm 

Supported by  
* Advanced Ɵcket holders will beneĮt from fast track entry. 
* To reduce congesƟon, allow Ɵme to walk or car share  
    if  you can. 
* No personal sparklers or Įreworks please. 

http://www.benenden%ED%AF%80%ED%B4%AEreworks.co.uk


VILLAGE HALL CARETAKER
(part-time)

Benenden Village Trust is seeking a
responsible, friendly person able to
work flexible hours to support our
Village Hall Administrator.

The Caretaker will be responsible for
ensuring the Village Hall is presented
in a clean and fully operational
condition and for covering the
opening and closing of the Hall for
non-regular hires. Flexibility is needed
to meet variable needs in fairly short
shifts, including weekends as
necessary.

Maximum weekly requirement up to
7 hours in total.

VILLAGE HALL CLEANER
(part-time)

The Trust is also looking for someone
to take on regular cleaning duties, 
for 7 hours per week, including 
some weekends.

BENENDEN
VILLAGE
HALL

Looking to fill the
following positions.
Immediate start.

The Trust is happy to receive
applications for either role or a
combined role and will consider
applications for a job share position.

For further information contact 
the Village Hall Administrator
enquiries@benendenvillagehall.org

Please send a letter of application 
and CV to the Trust Clerk
bvtclerk@gmail.com

at our Open Day
11am–4pm, Sunday 

7 October 2018

Terms and conditions: For more information and full terms and conditions visit www.benendenhospital.org.uk/cataracts. The Benenden 
Hospital Trust is a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England, number 3454120. Registered charity number 1065995, 
Registered O�  ce, The Benenden Hospital Trust, Goddard’s Green Road, Benenden, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 4AX

Correct your eyesight at the same 
time as your cataract surgery with 

our range of specialist lenses.

Call 01580 232 491  |  benendenhospital.org.uk/cataracts

mailto:enquiries@benendenvillagehall.org
mailto:bvtclerk@gmail.com
http://www.benendenhospital.org.uk/cataracts


SWEET PEA WORKSHOP
Friday 26 October at 10.30am

It’s time to get sowing those seeds.
Come to Blue Hen Flowers and discuss the 

best way to get the most from your crop, the
different varieties, who to buy from and 

choose and sow your seeds ready for 
gorgeous scented blooms next year. 

To book ring Sheila on 01580 240838
or email bluehenflowers@gmail.com

Abundant refreshments £40 a head

Benenden Village Trust
We have been having further discussions with
Play Benenden and the Parish Council over the
play area on the Benenden recreation field,
which is currently closed for safety reasons.

The land is owned by the BVT and will
continue to be made available for a new
expanded play area which is likely to be run by
the Parish Council. Both BVT and the Council
will make substantial contributions to the cost
of the new facilities, which is likely to be around
£100,000. Play Benenden plans to raise the
remainder through grants, donations and fund-
raising activities. The old equipment will be
removed in the near future.

The play area in Iden Green is undergoing
continuing maintenance. Weeds will be dealt
with and new bark put down. We plan to replace
the bench that has disintegrated. We recognise
that the equipment here is relatively old, and
once Benenden’s new play area is completed 
we will turn our attention to Iden Green’s.

The village hall continues to be heavily
booked and the BVT is looking for a caretaker
to help with light maintenance and to see ‘one-
off ’ hirers in and out. We are also planning to
appoint our own cleaner to replace the
contractors who are unable to continue. Please
see opposite for further details.
David Harmsworth

Arnold Cole Trust
The Arnold Cole Trust would like to invite
applications for its annual disbursements from
those clubs and societies within the parish of
Benenden in need of funds. Dr Arnold Cole was
GP in Benenden from 1930 until his death in
1960. His daughter, Joan Weston, set up the Trust
in 1968. The aim of the Trust is to apply its
income for the “general benefit for the parish of
Benenden, with special consideration being given
to the elderly and young.”

All applications in writing please to:
The Secretary, Arnold Cole Trust, 
Scribbins, Benenden, Kent TN17 4DT.

Please note applications must be received no
later than 30 November 2018.
Steve Robinson, Secretary, ACT

All Souls’ Day service
Friday 2 November, St George’s Church,
7.30pm
If you would like the name of a loved one 
read out in this reflective service please let Revd
David know. Refreshments will be available for a
time of fellowship from 7pm.
Revd David Commander, Rector   240658
revdavidcommander@gmail.com
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The Friends of St George’s Church

are proud to sponsor a concert by

The Music Scholars
of Benenden School

Friday 12 October 2018

at 7.30pm in St George’s Church

Tickets: £5 for adults - 16 and under Free

(ticket includes refreshments, a glass of wine/soft drink)

Tickets available at the door, in church after services,

from Benenden’s Community Shop,

or from Jo Clube 01580 242956   jo.clube@aviva.com

mailto:bluehenflowers@gmail.com
mailto:revdavidcommander@gmail.com
mailto:jo.clube@aviva.com


 

OFFERING LONG-TERM RESIDENCE, 
CONVALESCENCE & RESPITE CARE 
FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COUPLES 
WHO VALUE PRIVACY, LUXURY 

AND HAPPINESS 
 

PEASMARSH PLACE          For Brochure & Details 
Church Lane, Peasmarsh, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6XETel: 01797 230555 

A Wood Fired Oven can provide
fantastic, fresh and fast food for you

and your guests.

We are local to Benenden and can cater
for private parties, wedding receptions

and events of all kinds.

Most people only think of pizza, but
there are lots of alternatives.

Give me a call to discuss on:
01580 279000 or 07788 279000

info@wowcooking.co.uk

or visit our website
www.wowcooking.co.uk

FRANKLIN MEDIATION
01892 300320

Family Mediation
The Legally Binding alternative to

Court Proceedings for Divorce or Separation
Offices in Benenden and Tunbridge Wells
(evening and weekend appointments available)
www.franklinmediation.co.uk

Visit England 5* Gold with breakfast award
Julie Jex: 01580 240434  |  jjjex@icloud.com

www.beaconhallhouse.co.uk

A delightful country home offering 5* bed and breakfast 
with a touch of luxury to visitors wishing to enjoy the
beautiful Kent countryside.

Set within 7 acres of mature elevated gardens 
and paddock with splendid views over beautiful 
Wealden countryside.

Enjoy a swim in our heated outdoor pool (seasonal) 
or a game of tennis on our court within the grounds.

Relaxed evening suppers available by prior booking.

mailto:jjjex@icloud.com
http://www.beaconhallhouse.co.uk
mailto:info@wowcooking.co.uk
http://www.wowcooking.co.uk
http://www.franklinmediation.co.uk


 

    
       
      

       
    

     

    
    
        

   
        

     

in Benenden Village Hall
on Friday 9 November 2018

Doors will open at 7pm and the film
will start at 7.30pm

Numbered tickets, at no charge and restricted to village residents
are available only from the Community Shop

The Benenden Branch of the
Royal British Legion invite you, 

as a prelude to the main commemoration of the
100th anniversary of the end of the

Great War on 11 November,
to a showing of

Richard Attenborough’s satire



Hannah’s
Garden

CALL:07958 081915

www.hannahsgarden.net

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE  

SCENTED AND SEASONAL

ABUNDANT VARIETY

ENGLISH GARDEN FLOWERS

Benenden 
Village Hall
“Let your imagination run 

wild – the hall can be anything 
you want”! 

Call Lorraine on 
01580 243123 for details

www. b e n e n d e nv i l l age h a l l . o r g

Everything Outside
      

   

      
 

      
 

Every job is treated with a professional,
friendly and reliable service.

Free no obligation quotation / Fully Insured
William Smith

T: 07795 465 861 / 01580 766232
E: smith_25@hotmail.co.uk
www.everything-outside.co.uk

l FENCING
l MOWING
l HEDGE TRIMMING
l DRAINAGE
l CLEARANCE

l LANDSCAPING
l GARDENING
l DIGGER WORK
l CONCRETING
l TREE SURGERY
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~ Pipes & Nails
l Home   l Garden   l
Property Maintenance

Plumbing & Handyman Service

Local & Trusted
~ We’ll take care of your home ~

Fast, local emergency help.
No job too small.

No call-out charge.

Chris Leach   07919 143755
leachfamille@yahoo.co.uk
www.pipesandnails.com

mailto:leachfamille@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.pipesandnails.com
http://www.hannahsgarden.net
http://www.benendenv
mailto:smith_25@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.everything-outside.co.uk
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Neighbourhood Development
Plan
Getting back in the swing
Having spent the best part of four months away
from Benenden on business, I assumed my
duties as chair of the Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Committee on 11 September. At our
meeting we reviewed the progress of each
working group, agreed how best to present an
update on progress to residents of the Parish
and confirmed outstanding work and
timescales.

I was delighted to hear that a great deal of
progress has been made. The Housing Design
WG has completed all of its actions, including
drafting proposed policies and plan chapters.
This is a great effort and thanks should go
particularly to Graham Beveridge and Peta
Grant.

Housing Supply, Business & Economy and the
Environment & Green Spaces WGs are also ‘in
the home straight’. Each group has a little more
work to do, including continuing to discuss
implications of the Tunbridge Wells Policy
Framework with planners at the Town Hall, but
we hope they will conclude their work over the
next few months.

Our Infrastructure WG is focused mainly on
road safety, green transport options and mobile
phone reception. It is difficult to get real
engagement with Transport and Highways or
utility companies, but we are drawing up our list
of requirements to meet future needs.

Once we have a draft plan there are a
number of check points in the process, each of
which will take some time to negotiate.

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council have to
check our work and ensure it complies with
their policies, while an independent examiner
also checks the draft to ensure it complies with
National Policies and NDP Guidelines. Of
course there is also extensive local
consultation culminating in a referendum of
residents of the Parish. So even though much of
our information gathering is complete, I think it
will be early summer before we have a plan and
maybe even longer before it is signed off and
incorporated into the TWBC Local Plan.

We have an Public Exhibition on Saturday 29
September at Iden Green Pavilion. Doors open
at 10am and NDP Working Group members
will be on hand to discuss progress so far until
12noon. Please drop in if you can, as we want
to update you and hear your feedback.

Paul Tolhurst, Steering Committee Chair
paul.tolhurst@btinternet.com

Refuse collection contract
TWBC plan to charge for the collection of
garden waste
The refuse collection service is TWBC’s largest
contract and planning the retendering of this
contract from March 2019 has been going on
for some time. I think the present kerbside
collection service is very good - Monday is
currently our bin collection day and the lorry
arrives on that day almost without fail, even on
bank holidays. The bottle banks at the village
hall have been less successful - they are
unpopular with those living within earshot and
at times have overflowed, with bags and boxes
of bottles left lying around (not all, I suggest,
deposited by local households). The weekend
dustbin lorry service (the so-called Civic

Benenden needs You!

Get involved 
and help shape
our future

Last month’s magazine article on the work
of the Business and Local Economy WG
included an incorrect email address. We would
like to get your views on the ideas outlined by
the Business WG, so please use this email
address: benenden.n.p@btinternet.com

mailto:paul.tolhurst@btinternet.com
mailto:benenden.n.p@btinternet.com


Topsoils  Composts  Barks  Grass Seed  Aggregates  Decorative Stones 
Small Bags, Bulk Bags or Loose Loads 

Delivered or Collected 

Providing diagnostic 
and surgical
services 
throughout
Kent and
East Sussex

24 Hour/365 Days Emergency Service

Mobile and 
Clinic based Services

www.milbournequine.co.uk

Hawkhurst
01580 752301

Ashford
01233 500505

Also at Rye and Canterbury

Caring for 
your pet’s 
health every 
step of 
the way

www.cinqueportsvets.co.uk
24 Hour/365 Days Emergency Service available

CINQUE PORTS VETS
Dedicated to your pet’s well being

Hawkhurst 
Veterinary Surgery
01580 752187

Tenterden
Veterinary Surgery

01580 763309
Surgeries also at Rye, Ashford, Lydd and Wye

Greenacre Landscapes
Creating Beautiful Gardens

since 1963
Specialists in Private Garden

Design & Construction
Patios - Brickwork - Decking

Stonework - Ponds/Lakes
Water Features - Planting Schemes

Groundworks
Detailed Plans - Portfolio Available 

Free Consultation

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk
01580 240085      01892 722412

Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane,
Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

BIDDENDEN AND BODIAM
Telephone: 07484 744200
info@ukelectricbike.co.uk

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION

Tompsett Landscaping is a family run
business which takes pride in offering a
quality, professional, friendly and reliable
service at competitive rates for all aspects 
of garden maintenance and landscaping.

Nick Tompsett
07746 672946

E:    info@tompsettlandscaping.co.uk
W:   www.tompsettlandscaping.co.uk

Rob Tompsett
07961 637275

 

P.F. WARD 
 & SONS 

FAMILY BUTCHERS 

FRESH LOCAL 
PRODUCE 

VARIETY of HOME 
MADE SAUSAGES 

 & BURGERS 

Phone: 01580 240612 

mailto:info@tompsettlandscaping.co.uk
http://www.tompsettlandscaping.co.uk
http://www.milbournequine.co.uk
http://www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk
http://www.cinqueportsvets.co.uk
mailto:info@ukelectricbike.co.uk
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Amenity Vehicle) is an essential service as we
are so far from the KCC re-cycling area at
North Farm - however, it not a recycling
service and, until arrangements to collect
garden waste separately were introduced two
years ago, none of the waste collected by the
CAV was recycled.

In my opinion, the need is not only to
provide an efficient refuse collection service
but also to encourage residents to recycle as
much as possible, partly by making it simple
and convenient and partly by providing better
advice on what should be recycled. At present,
TWBC recycle about 50% of all refuse
collected. I know that recycling would be
significantly easier for Benenden residents if
there was a local recycling centre, but that is a
Kent County Council (not a TWBC)
responsibility.

The refuse collection format which local
authorities are now encouraged to follow is
to have a kerbside collection of recyclables
(cans, plastics, paper and cardboard, glass,
garden waste and food waste) and residual
household waste. When retendering, almost
all local authorities are now following this
format. They are also now permitted to
impose an annual charge for the collection of
garden waste and are doing so.

TWBC have decided to adopt this format.
We will hear more on the detail over the next
few months but I am told that households will
have a wheelie bin for all glass, cans and
plastic recyclables, and it is hoped this will
encourage more recycling, especially of glass,
because currently a great deal of glass is put
in the residual waste bin (this will mean there
will be no further need for the bottle banks at
the village hall). There will be a second
wheelie bin for residual waste and a third for
garden waste. There will be a separate
container for food waste, and it is hoped to
change households’ buying habits if they see
how much food is wasted. As at present, a box
will be provided for paper and cardboard. The
collection of garden waste will be an opt-in

service - you will not pay for the service if you
do not need or want it - at a proposed cost of
£52 a year (£1 a week). The garden waste
collection service could be shared with
neighbours dividing up the annual fee. For
comparison purposes, the charges set by other
authorities range from about £40 to over £70.

I work closely with the officers and cabinet
members at TWBC and my view that local
recycling centres are needed to encourage
more recycling is well known. I have been
assured that TWBC (with neighbouring
Maidstone BC and Ashford BC) will pressure
KCC to provide a local recycling centre for
this area. Equally well known is my opposition
to a garden waste charge, because I think 
this will discourage recycling and the planned
£52 annual fee is being set at a level which 
will discourage take-up. More concerning is
that when the opt-in garden waste collection
service is introduced, garden waste will no
longer be collected by the CAV, which is 
a further unwelcome diminution of the 
CAV service.

At TWBC, my views regarding garden waste
(reflecting the views of many ward residents)
are fully understood but unfortunately are 
not widely enough supported for two main
reasons. First, there are many households in
the Borough who either do not have gardens
or have sufficient space to compost their
garden waste so have no need for a garden
waste collection service - there is wide
support for the principle of only the user
paying. Second, we should not be surprised
that in the present difficult economic climate,
TWBC is not going to be the only borough
that does not introduce a charge when
permitted to do so. In principle, however, I
remain opposed to this charge and will
continue to encourage the setting up of a 
local recycling area. I shall keep you posted 
on developments.
Tom Dawlings
Borough Councillor for Benenden & Cranbrook
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Ways and means:
infrastructure improvements
Benenden is fortunate in having had recreation
grounds and allotments in Benenden and 
Iden Green settled on the village by Viscount
Rothermere and the St George’s Building and
the village green by the Earl of Cranbrook. 
At last Kent County Council are providing
Benenden with a new primary school so the
school will no longer be using the 17th century
building at the north end of the Green donated
by Edmund Gibbon and the 19th century
building on the west side of the green donated
by the Earl of Cranbrook. The allotments in
Benenden were developed in the 1970s and 
are now Rothermere Close and Harmsworth
Court, with the proceeds used to build the
village hall. Feoffee, the old Victorian workhouse
was also given to the village by the Earl of
Cranbrook, and is the major asset of the
Benenden Almshouse Trust. More recent
community developments in Benenden are 
the community shop (the result of working in
co-operation with Benenden School and a 
well-supported community share issue), the
formation of the Benenden Village Trust (to
manage the village assets previously belonging
to the Harmsworth Memorial Trust) and, of
course, this magazine.

None of this changes the essential fact that
Benenden is one of the remotest parts of the
Tunbridge Wells Borough. Our local roads are
narrow and often not well maintained. There

are already significant traffic bottlenecks in
Hawkhurst, Sissinghurst and Goudhurst on
journeys to the A21 and to the station at
Staplehurst. There is evident danger at the
crossroads in Iden Green, Benenden and at
Castleton’s Oak where, to alert motorists to
the danger, the road surface has been changed,
coloured and cobblestones introduced.
Something similar is needed for the crossroads
in Benenden and Iden Green. Traffic drives
through the village dangerously fast (see letter
below) and traffic-calming schemes are being
considered with plans in hand to restrict the
speed limit to 20 mph in the centre of the
village and by the new primary school.

There is a well-used footpath connecting
Iden Green to the centre of Benenden. The
Infrastructure Group would like to see this
replicated elsewhere in the Parish, especially
between the centre of Benenden and the
community at East End. The busy road through
Goddards Green is far from ideal for
pedestrians and cyclists and a cycle path
connecting Benenden and East End is
something we are investigating. The Group
would welcome your suggestions as to how
this could be done.

The new primary school will provide for
some 35 additional school places and raises
the need for additional provision for the
young. For the Plan Exhibition in April the
children put forward interesting ideas about
the facilities they wanted the village to provide
in the future. The Benenden Village Trust and
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the Parish Council are actively planning a
replacement play area on the Benenden
recreation ground. The play area on the green in
Iden Green is also close to the end of its safe
working life and needs upgrading.

Benenden residents may make use of
Benenden Hospital health insurance and we
have investigated whether a GP service could
be provided in the village, perhaps from the
hospital, but Benenden does not really have the
number of residents to make this a possibility -
and, in any case, our current residents are
already signed on with other GPs. Benenden 
is a widespread community and establishing a
central surgery which people would be able 
to walk to is not at the moment possible.
However, if a designated space could be
provided then it might be possible to provide
regular nurse, podiatry or physio sessions.

Broadband speeds are still not good enough,
especially in the more far-flung dens, holding
back business opportunities, and we need to
identify what needs to be done to improve this
(perhaps some way of boosting it, as has been
suggested). Even more concerning is the very
limited mobile phone coverage in the Parish.
Phone masts have been planned ... but at the
moment we lack concrete offers of sites for
additional masts to improve the coverage
provided by our sole mast at Hole Park.

The move towards electric cars also 
needs to be catered for and rapid car-charging
points provided. The village hall car park and 
the Pavilion car park at Iden Green might be
possible sites but other locations are also 
being considered.

Where funds are needed to improve the
infrastructure in Benenden, we would hope
these could be provided by developers by
means of the Community Infrastructure Levy 
or Section 106 contributions. If you have any
suggestions regarding infrastructure
improvements please let us know at:
benenden.n.p@btinternet.com
Infrastructure Working Group
Neighbourhood Development Plan
www.benendenneighbourhoodplan.org

A SAD CASE IN POINT
Dear Parishioners,

For those of you who are animal lovers I am
sure you will understand the sheer heartache of
losing a pet. This week our children returned to
school and the term time routine resumed. Up
early, find the rugby kit, finish the homework,
brush teeth and hopefully catch the bus on time!
This Friday morning was different. When I went
downstairs to make a cup of tea and open the
back door I was greeted with such a painful cry. 
I followed the heart-jumping noise only to find 
our 11 month-old cat splayed out looking and
sounding very distressed. Daffy had been hit by 
a car in the early hours, we can only presume. 
At around 3am I had heard a car stop, the door
open and then shut and screech off again, I can
only imagine the driver hit Daffy and sped off.

The point of my letter is to highlight the
incredible speed that some people drive through
our little village at. I am a light sleeper and I am
often awoken with a start when a car zooms
past. These drivers do not worry if it is day or
night, sometimes they have almost whipped me
off my feet when I am walking to work. As a
family we are absolutely heartbroken that our
lovely cat has been killed. As a mother I am
extremely concerned that if drivers do not pay
heed to speed limits the next death may be a 
dog or a human!

Yours faithfully,
Lucy Barron-Reid, Benenden

mailto:benenden.n.p@btinternet.com
http://www.benendenneighbourhoodplan.org


Bargain Carpets & Floors

Carpet, Vinyl, Laminate and Wood supplied and fitted at reduced rates

• Same choice as any shop but up to half the price

• We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring

For free home sample viewing

and estimates please call Stuart

01424 855882 / 07734 659834

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

�inking of selling or letting your 
property in or close to Benenden?

Specialist Rural and Village 
Agent. Full Professional Estate 
Agency service.

For straightforward sale or letting advice 
regarding the value of your house please 
contact us. 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk
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Namaste Kids & Teens
Yoga

Fun & lively classes
Qualified from 2yrs to 18yrs

Teaching in Benenden Village Hall,
Benenden Pre-School 

& local schools.

email: Hayley@namastekids.co.uk
@namastekidsteens

FREE
Trial

Class
Available

Mr noah’s nursery school 

Free to learn 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  tel: 240642 
mnns@idengreen.org.uk 

mrnoahs.org 

http://www.bargainfloors.co.uk
http://www.hobbsparker.co.uk
mailto:Hayley@namastekids.co.uk
mailto:mnns@idengreen.org.uk
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Village Hall highlights
Have you heard the news? We are looking for a
part-time village hall caretaker and/or cleaner to
join our team. For further information contact
me at enquiries@benendenvillagehall.org or send
a letter of application and CV to the Trust Clerk,
bvtclerk@gmail.com. We are happy to receive
applications for either role or a combined role
and will consider a job share.

Our small hall refurbishment is now nearing
completion. All that’s left to do are a few finishing
touches and it’ll be all finished. We’d love to
know what you think, so please feel free to drop
me a line or go to the Benenden Village Hall
Chat Room on our Facebook page.

There is a Wedding and Craft Fair on at the
Hall on Sunday 28 October 10.30-3pm organised
by Heather Trumble from Lily & Rose with lovely
stalls displaying ideas for your big day, as well as
tea and cake by Cocolicious of Cranbrook and
live music at intervals from The CoverUp
Function Band. Do pop in, if only to listen to the
music and have tea and cake! There are still a
couple of stalls available at £50 each, contact
Heather at heather.trumble@hotmail.co.uk.

To find out more about the hall and upcoming
events, or to check availability, go to:
www.benendenvillagehall.org
Lorraine Jones   243123
enquiries@benendenvillagehall.org

Talking Shop
October heralds darker evenings, chillier
weather and turning back the clocks on 
28 October, but we’re not downhearted
because at Benenden’s it also signals the very
welcome return of some favourites to the café
menu: lasagne and garlic bread, delicious soups,
chilli con carne, chicken curry, macaroni
cheese and, for the first time, sausages and
mash served in a large Yorkshire pudding. The
usual tempting array of cakes will cheer you 
up as the evenings draw in.

We are extending a very warm welcome
back to Lorraine in the café. Heartfelt thanks
go to all the volunteers who stepped in to do
extra shifts during the summer. The team spirit
at Benenden’s is really quite remarkable and
our sincere gratitude particularly goes to
Penny and Kate for their efforts to keep the
café running so smoothly and successfully.

Tickets are on sale for the St George’s
Harvest Lunch on Sunday 7 October at
12.30pm. Tickets for the ever popular
Benenden Bonfire and Fireworks on 
Saturday 3 November will also be on sale 
from early October.
Bev Beveridge

Benenden Pre-School News
We would like to offer a warm welcome 
back to the new and old faces at Benenden
Pre-School! It has been great to see everyone
so excited to get back after a long summer
break and our new children have been settling
in well. This term the children have the theme
of ‘All about me’ and they can bring in photos
of their family and pets to show their friends
all about their life outside pre-school. They
have also been making the most of the
seasonal fruit and cooking some very yummy
apple and blackberry crumbles!

To find out more about Benenden 
Pre-School, please email:
supervisor@benendenpre-school.co.uk

At Blue Hen Flowers 
have fun with that 
most generous of plants -
THE DAHLIA.

We’ll talk about good
varieties for cutting,
debate the age-old lifting
or not, bemoan the 
dahlia failures and 
pick a large bunch 
to take away.

Abundant refreshments 
to help energy levels.

£40 a head

To book ring Sheila on
01580 240838 or email
bluehenflowers@gmail.comDa
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Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB     ’sB
... it’s the word on The Street!
An excellent range of groceries, breads, vegetables, beers and wines

and with Post Office services . . .

. . . and a great place to meet and chat over a coffee or snack.

Free Wifi
info@benendens.co.uk Tel: 01580 279808
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Our mission is to help all those affected by 
dementia within our community of Tenterden and the

surrounding villages

Musical Memories  ~  Every Tuesday
From 10.45am - 12 noon

Highbury Hall, Highbury Lane, Tenterden TN30 6LE

Come and Sing!
Not only is it good fun, but singing is

scientifically proven to  promote good health
and a feel-good factor.

Music students from Homewood School 6th Form Centre
will be performing and singing along too and refreshments

will be served to keep the throats well lubricated.

Just The Ticket Memory Café ~ Every Friday 
From 10.00am - 12 noon at The Refreshment Room,

Kent & East Sussex Railway ~ Tenterden Town Station
An opportunity to meet with others in our community

living with and caring for those with dementia.
Good company, new friendships,

with plenty of tea,coffee and cake!

www.dementiafriendlytenterden.co.uk
Please take a look at our website for further information

Help is on hand
from your local Mind

www.westkentmind.org.uk
01732 744950

Information given,
volunteers welcome
and donations needed.

We’re here to make sure
anyone with a mental health
problem has somewhere

to turn for advice and support.

http://www.dementiafriendlytenterden.co.uk
mailto:info@benendens.co.uk
http://www.westkentmind.org.uk


25th anniversary SLOPS
What on earth is SLOPS? Well, it’s the
Scullsgate Local Odd Pod Show, held every
August bank holiday Sunday since records
began. Nurtured from the seed of an initial
cross-fence veggie patch rivalry between John
Burbage and Charlie Hume, it has flourished
over the years to embrace the whole
community of Scullsgate and surrounding lanes.

Proud as some gardeners are of their
produce, though, it is strictly amateur, just a bit
of fun to mark the end of the summer holiday,
competing for the Hungry Caterpillar Trophy, a

wonderful bronze
cabbage sculpted by
Jim Milborrow and
mounted on a
wooden base with
the names of past
winners engraved.
Several appear more
than once and some
do undoubtedly grow
better veggies than
others. One
competitor’s huge
onions quickly
justified their own
trophy, Stuart’s

Onion Trophy.
Judging was originally by Martin Molony

(whose own professional veggies disqualified
him from competing), and by Freda Reynolds.
As the years went by the classes expanded to
include flowers, jams, pickles, craft exhibits and

two annually chosen cooked delicacies, wisely
separated into male and female classes.

In these days of transparent democracy,
judging is now done on a voting slip by all who
attend, though this has not discouraged some
from still attempting to nobble their fellow
judges. There are individual prizes for each
class, some also with their own trophies in
memory of SLOPS stalwarts who have died:
the Freda and Robert Reynolds Trug for best
root vegetables, the Joyce
Wynne-Roberts Trowel
for best herb display, the
Martin Molony Trowel for
best squash or cucumber,
the Margaret Greenwood
Ladies Fork for best
flower display, and the
Ann Andrew Rose Bowl
for best single bloom. This
year we also remembered
Mervyn Carey, who died
suddenly a day after last
year’s event.

Winning the Hungry
Caterpillar Trophy carries
the undoubted privilege of hosting the next
year’s SLOPS. Multiple past winners Robert
and Genevieve Greenwood hosted this year,
but sadly the gods did not look down kindly: it
rained, it blew, the exhibits looked decidedly
bedraggled, the voting slips were reduced to
pulp. Undaunted, the
SLOPS diehards ate,
drank and made merry,
saluted Bill Martin’s
mastery in winning best
potatoes for the
umpteenth year in
succession, and applauded
Harry Andrew for
winning Best in Show
with his wonderfully
worked driftwood candle
holder. Roll on SLOPS at
the Paper Mill next year.
Charlie Hume



kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial
Electricians
All work insured and guaranteed
Trusted locally for 40 years

45 & 51 High Street
Tenterden

mailto:kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com
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Cakes & Chaos
Drop-in Cafe

& Toddler Group

St George’s Church, Benenden
Every Friday during term time, 9-11.30am

Please come and enjoy lovely cakes,
real coffee and a selection of teas.

If you’ve got little ones, let them play
in the church.

Only £1 per family.

For more information please call
Revd David or Helen Commander 01580 240658

or email revdavidcommander@gmail.com
or helenjcommander@gmail.com

Iden Green and Benenden WI
In September handbell ringers from Bexhill
performed with impressive skill to produce
wonderful clear sound. Our members sang 
along to some of the tunes. Our September
outing was to Hawkhurst Fish Farm with a 
dozen members attending. Our October outing
is to Great Dixter for the autumn colours.

Dates to remember:
Tuesday 16 October, Mr Coomes, Photographs 
of the BBC, Memorial Hall, 2-4pm
Tuesday 20 November, Christmas Party,
Memorial Hall, 2-4 pm
Saturday 24 November, Coffee Morning,
Memorial Hall, 10-12noon
Shirley Fidler, President   752232

Classical for charity
The final 2018 programme in the tenth annual
Richard Beattie Davis Sandhurst Musical series
for Hospice in the Weald:
Tuesday 16 October, 3pm  Daniel Grimwood
will be returning to present a recital of piano
treasures by Tchaikovsky, Glinka, Balakirev 
and Field.

Tickets by donation in advance only 
(minimum £15) from:
Gillian Davis   850384

Riding for charity
After the London to Brighton bike ride on the
hottest day of June 2017 - raising £1,750 for the
British Heart Foundation - BHF asked me to join
their team in the Prudential Ride London-Surrey
46 miler as a ‘Heart Rider’. It was on Sunday 29
July, and I journeyed to the Olympic park for the
start, where the baking hot weather changed and
left us cold and soaked queuing for the start. The
ride was pleasant enough, completed in 3 hours
44 minutes finishing on The Mall. Thanks to all
who sponsored me.
John Marshall

Village Lunch
Tuesday 16 October, Benenden Village Hall,
12.30pm
All are welcome. It’s just £5 a head. If you need 
a lift please let us know and we can arrange it.
Please call Genevieve Greenwood on 01580
240526, preferably by Friday 12 October, if you
haven’t already put your name down but
would like to come. We would be very grateful
if anyone coming to the lunch is able to pick
up anyone who needs collecting.

QQuuiizz
NNiigghhtt
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B e n e n d e n  V i l l a g e  H a l lB e n e n d e n  V i l l a g e  H a l l
Tables of  8Tables of  8
£12 a head

Invite your friends and make up a table

Gourmet Pie SupperGourmet Pie Supper
To book a table please contact

deborahjenkins26@btinternet.com   01580 241878

The Friends of St George’s Church

mailto:revdavidcommander@gmail.com
mailto:helenjcommander@gmail.com
mailto:deborahjenkins26@btinternet.com


MEET 
YOUR MP
Helen Grant
Helen Grant, MP for Maidstone and the 
Weald, holds regular surgeries around 
the constituency. If you would like to 
arrange an appointment to discuss an 
issue of concern to you, please e-mail 
Helen at helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk 
or telephone 020 7219 7107.

www.helengrant.org
Produced by Helen Grant MP, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

01580 242700
wealdproperty.netResidential Sales • Management and Lettings

  

 
    

2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm,
Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF

        
        
        

         
        

         
       

       
   

         
       

      
        

        
       

         
        

      

     
   

  

  

 

  

 

   

       

Weald Property has been successfully handling exceptional local
Property whilst supporting the villages of Benenden and
Rolvenden since 1985. Offering a complete, professional and
personal service in Residential Sales, Lettings and Property
Management Agency, our successful and unique approach is not
to be found on the High Street. Located at our inviting offices at
Windmill Farm, Benenden Road, Rolvenden, we offer cost
effective solutions for selling, letting and managing your Property. 

LEADERS IN
LOCAL PROPERTY
SINCE 1985

To benefit from our 30 years experience leading the way in
Wealden Property, please call Alex Hill on 01580 242700 for
a complimentary market appraisal.

Recently SOLD   BENENDEN   £775,000

Recently LET ROLVENDEN LAYNE £3,250 PCM

1:1

Tuition

In Benenden

Are you considering personal tuition

for your child?

Clare Leek has spaces available

clare.intuition@btinternet.com

07711 619536

In Tuition

Primary Subjects

Singapore Maths

French

l

Providing private hire and taxi service
from Benenden.

We offer a reliable, professional service
including airport and station transfers,

courier service and
informative tours for visitors to the area

across Kent and Sussex.

Fully insured, licensed and DBS checked.

Contact us to discuss availability
and tariffs on:

01580 242898 or 07707 242898

or visit our website
for further information

www.hemstedcars.co.uk

mailto:helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.helengrant.org
mailto:clare.intuition@btinternet.com
http://www.hemstedcars.co.uk
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Pavilion Jazz & Blues
The sun shone, the real ale was tapped, the
barbecues lit and the bands played from 6pm 
to 10.30pm to an appreciative audience of
around 300 people of all ages. The seventh very
successful evening of music at the Pavilion raised
£2,400 for charities including the Alzheimer’s
Society, the Emil Faurie Foundation, the Pilgrims’
Hospices and Iden Green Pavilion Trust.

Grateful thanks to our sponsors, all the
musicians and volunteers. Anyone willing to help
next year, please contact me on 243093. Next
year’s event is planned for earlier in the summer
and with an earlier starting time.
Bill Lewis

News from Benenden School
It’s good to be up and running again after the
summer. We are delighted that we have begun
this year with more pupils than ever before,
having welcomed 115 new girls to our
community at the start of September. They
immediately set about putting together their
House Dram performances, a fun competition
which is always a great way for the girls to
bond - and to make as much noise as they can!

It is of course important for the girls to 
get into a routine as soon as possible and
lessons swiftly got underway. I pitied the Six
Twos, our eldest pupils, who had to turn their
attentions straight away to completing their
UCAS applications.

As outlined in my previous column, there
has been plenty of activity here during the
summer, whilst our pupils were busy on a
variety of co-curricular trips. Of course,
among the highlights were our exam results.
We were incredibly proud of the girls’
achievements, especially in another year of
significant Government reform. The overall
results were even better than last year’s - with
62 per cent A*/A at A Level and 80 per cent 
at GCSE - but we were not just impressed
with the highest performers: every girl worked
tremendously hard to reach her personal 
best and we were delighted with these
individual successes.

At the time of writing we are gearing up for
our annual Two Generation Sports event, when
parent-daughter teams take part in croquet,
rounders, tennis and badminton. In addition,
this year we have introduced a horse show,
which certainly seemed a good idea at the
time - I will update you in the next issue as to
whether or not this turns out to be the case!
Samantha Price, Headmistress

In Benenden 
and Sandhurst

A different way 
of being church
of doing church

Come along on Sunday 21 October
This month at St George’s Church, Benenden, 4-6pm

Aimed at all the family ... whatever your age.
Have fun being church together, doing crafts together, 
worshipping together, and eating together.
The first hour is the craft stuff.
Then we have a short time of informal worship.
Finally we’ll sit down and eat a meal together.

Please come and join us. You do not have to get messy, 
just have fun!

Revd David Commander, Rector
01580 240658   revdavidcommander@gmail.com

Contemporary

Worship

Praise Service

Sunday

28 October

Sandhurst

Mission Church

at 5pm

Contemporary

Worship

Praise Service

Sunday

28 October

Sandhurst

Mission Church

at 5pm

Contemporary

Worship

Praise Service

Sunday

28 October

Sandhurst

Mission Church

at 5pm

mailto:revdavidcommander@gmail.com
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Hawkhurst, Kent • Founded 1883 • www.saintronans.co.uk
Boys & Girls from 3-13 • Day & Boarding • Forest School

Discover the magic! Email emmatv@saintronans.co.uk

or call 01580 752271 to book an appointment.
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on being a small, friendly and
sociable club playing friendlies
with neighbouring villages.
New members, men or
women, are always welcome,
and although bowls has,
perhaps, the reputation of
being a ‘mature’ person’s
sport, that is far from true
and many younger people are
joining clubs nationally.

Club night is Thursday
evening from 6.30pm, and we
play friendly matches with a
number of the surrounding
villages, or internal
competitions, on Saturday or

Sunday afternoons. We currently have about 
25 members of varying skill levels.

So if you are looking for a summer sport
that’s not too energetic, but involves a little
easily learnt skill and gets you out in the open
air, why not try lawn bowls? Come and have a
try and, perhaps, a bit of free tuition. All that
you would need in the first instance would be
a pair of flat, rubber-soled shoes or trainers -
everything else we can provide.

For further information contact either 
John Marshall, Club Captain on 243089 or Ray
Cheeseman, Club Chairman on 01233 850737.
Richard Stubbings

Benenden Bowls Club
The season is drawing to a close and the
Benenden Bowls Club will soon hang up its
bowling shoes for the winter. The club is
perhaps one of Benenden’s best kept secrets.
The green and clubhouse are tucked away
behind the village hall and it is the venue for
one of the quintessentially English sports:
lawn bowls.

The ‘new’ green behind the village hall was
opened in 1959 - previously matches had
played in the vicarage garden. In 1967 the club
achieved significant success when the
‘Benenden Babes’, as they were called, won
the Kentish Express Trophy Cup in the Weald
Bowls Tournament. We no longer have the
title Benenden Babes and no longer play in
high-powered tournaments, but concentrate

Opening of the new green, 1959

Presentation of the Kenward Trophy 
by Lisa Kenward to Glenda Marshall, 

August 2018

Lifting the Kentish Express Trophy, 1967



Winegrowing began in Chile in the early part
of the 16th century. History tells us that
Cortes gave the order that Spanish colonists
should plant 1,000 vines for every 100 dead
‘Indians’. In 1578 the pirate Drake captured a
Spanish ship carrying 1,800 wine skins from
Chile bound for Lima in Peru. The old vine
growing was based on the Pais grape (Criolla
in Argentina and Mission in California), which
some are trying to revive.

Modern winegrowing began in the mid-
1800s, after Chile won independence from
Spain, with the importation of French
vignerons and vinestocks by the mainly
Basque landowners around Santiago. Chile is
now the fifth largest exporter of wines and
the seventh largest producer. The most
common red grapes are Cabernet Sauvignon,
Merlot and Carmenere, and Sauvignon Blanc
for the white. Chile has remained phylloxera
free, which means that the vines do not need
to be grafted on to American phylloxera-free
root stocks.

Political uncertainty in the 20th century,
combined with bureaucracy and high taxes,
tempered the growth of the industry. Before
the 1980s, Chilean wine was considered of
poor quality and mostly consumed locally,
but awareness of Chile’s favourable growing
conditions became apparent and attracted
foreign investors. Many technical advances

were also made, and Chile quickly earned a
reputation for reasonably priced, premium
quality wines.

Chile is a long, narrow country,
geographically and climatically dominated by
the Andes to the east and the Pacific ocean
to the west. The vineyards are to be found
along an 800-mile stretch of land from the
Atacama region in the north to the Bio-Bio
region in the south. The climate is varied,
with the northern regions being very hot and
dry, compared to the cooler, wetter regions
in the south. Most of the premium wine
regions depend on irrigation to sustain the
vineyards, the necessary water coming from
the melting snow caps of the Andes.

Chile’s vineyard regions lie between the
32nd and 38th latitudes, which would be
more akin to southern Spain and North
Africa in the Northern Hemisphere. The
climate however is much more temperate
than those regions, and compares more
closely to Bordeaux and California. Overall it
is classified as a Mediterranean climate with
average summer temperatures of 15-18C
and highs of 30C.

The main wine regions are as follows:
Atacama, Coquimbo, Aconcagua including the
Casablanca valley, Central Valley, Alto, Central
and Pacific Maipo, Cachapoal Valley,
Colchagua valley including the Curico and

Fathered by Cortes, 
fed by the Andes
Tracy Claridge charts the history 
of the Chilean wine industry



Maule valleys, and finally Southern Chile and
the Bio-Bio region.

“Chile has steady climatic conditions,
meaning that there is no rush to harvest and
you can let the grapes hang as you like -
hence, in the past, vintages tended to look
similar,” according to Francisco Baettig,
winemaker and technical director at leading
producer Errazuriz, “but in recent years, we
have been looking for elegant wines with less
alcohol and more acidity, meaning today the
different climatic conditions have a more
acute impact.” Peter Edwards MW says: “In
short, the shift in Chile is towards fine wine
levels of elegance and complexity, which has
also meant searching out more marginal
terroirs and playing on the limits of
maturation - and this has resulted in vintage
variation coming more into play.”

Who to look out for in Chile? Luis Felipe
Edwards, Errazuriz, Concha y Toro, Montes,
Veramonte, Cousino Macul, Santa Rita, Santa
Carolina, Carmen, Lapostelle and many, many
more.

Is Carmenere to Chile as Malbec is to
Argentina? Originally the Carmenere cuttings
which arrived from Bordeaux were confused
with Merlot, as the leaves are very similar. It
was not until 1994 that French
ampelographer Jean-Michel Boursiquot
identified Carmenere in a vineyard belonging

to Vina Carmen. “We have to consider that
we only have 24 years real experience with
Carmenere, which is nothing in wine-growing
terms,” says Sebastian Labbe, winemaker for
the premium wines of Santa Rita. “The
vineyards are now better planted, better
managed and we are getting much better
results. Yet a lot more time is needed.”

*Please come to the Luis Felipe Edwards
tasting on Friday 23 November to find out
more about, and drink, some very fine
Chilean wines. I have known Peter Greet for
many years. He is very knowledgeable and a
great speaker.

50 Tickets Only - Available At The Shop

£14

Friday 23 November 
7 for 7.30pm

The wines of Luis Felipe Edwards,
the largest family owned winery in Chile

Peter Greet at Benenden School Café



Bird Notes

For some years a pair of Tawny Owls have bred near the crossroads in Iden Green. From July
onwards the young emerge and settle on a prominent position, very often my neighbours’ TV aerial,
where they beg vocally to be fed. It is wonderful to know that they are breeding locally but they are
very persistent in letting their parents know that they are hungry and I lie in bed hoping the parents
find some food as soon as possible!

I know we have an abundant mouse and vole population, as I keep catching them investigating my
bird feed in our garage. I wonder if all this noise that the young create may be a warning to the 
local rodent population that a predator is about and makes life much harder for the parent birds to
find food. I am often asked about the current breeding population status of all species of owl, but
most of our owls are nocturnal and most breeding surveys and monitoring schemes do not cover
nocturnal birds at all well. The following information is based on Kent records in the latest national

breeding atlas (2007-2011).

Tawny Owl  In Kent the distribution map shows population gains in
northeast and southwest parts of the county compared to a previous
survey 20 years earlier, with Benenden showing no change. Overall the
population in Kent is estimated to be 800-1,200 pairs, compared to 600-
1,000 pairs in the previous survey. Certainly I have heard a good many
Tawny Owls during my occasional soirees at dusk to both Hemsted and
Bedgebury Forests to listen for Woodcock and Nightjars. Tawny Owls like
wooded habitat, of which there is plenty around Benenden, and we are
lucky to enjoy their “Tweet Twoo” courtship calls in springtime. Areas like
Sheppey and Romney Marsh are almost devoid of breeding pairs.

Barn Owl  This iconic, ghostly species is one of the wonderful beauties
of nature as it drifts around the ditches and field margins. Their
plumage reminds me of those tasty bread rolls coated with poppy
seed. Although it is mainly nocturnal it is also crepuscular and it is
possible to see it in all its glory early or late in the day.

There has been an upsurge in numbers in Kent since the 1995-97
survey, with the Kent population doubling from 50-100 pairs to 100-
200 pairs. The provision of boxes, particularly along the Rother, has
increased the numbers on Romney Marsh, but it is some time since I
have seen them there and as they are vulnerable to cold winters I am
concerned that this last one may have reduced numbers significantly.
The pair at Forest Farm have not bred for a couple of years, although an adult is occasionally seen. 
A parishioner in Sandhurst who lives just over the parish border proudly told me that her box was
used successfully this year, having been erected nine years ago! At least it stayed within the benefice!

Little Owl  The Little Owl was introduced to the UK in the late 1880s and has successfully
established itself across England and the Welsh border area. Its preferred habitat is mixed farmland. 
I most often see them in tree-lined field edges, roosting in mature trees, usually oak, although they
tend to see me first and fly off with their characteristic bounding flight. Where there are few trees
they will roost on telegraph poles and buildings. They mainly hunt on the ground; beetles and worms
form a major part of their diet.

34



The population in the western part of its range has been reduced
significantly and breeding surveys across the UK show a decline of
50% since 1995. In 2010 I found a recently fledged family of Little
Owls in Scullsgate but I have not recorded them since. The Kent
population is estimated by the Kent Ornithological Society to be
2,000-4,000 pairs, which is 50% of the national figure. As Kent is
estimated to hold 5% of the UK population, one of these estimates 
is wildly inaccurate. Surveying nocturnal birds and making assumptions
is clearly no easy task.

Short-eared Owl  The Short-eared Owl is mainly a winter visitor to this area, where I have seen
them a few times in the early evening along the Rother at Newenden. Occasionally they breed 
up in the marshes on Sheppey. Breeding population in Kent, 0-5 pairs.

Long-eared Owl  The Long-eared Owl is also mainly a winter visitor and a nocturnal hunter, and
I have yet to see one in flight. They are unlikely to be seen locally and the ones I have glimpsed
have been roosted up in dense thickets near the coast. One has been roosting in the scrub
behind the dipping pond at RSPB Dungeness and is a challenge to spot as it so well camouflaged.
A few pairs breed in the north of the county, in isolated conifer woodlands and copses
surrounded by open country, which is their ideal habitat. Breeding population in Kent, 5-10 pairs.

Charles Trollope   240821   cetetal@btinternet.com
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from far left: Tawny Owl, Strix aluco; Barn Owl, Tyto alba; Little Owl, Athene noctua
Illustrations: Stephen Message   www.message-wildlife-art.co.uk

mailto:cetetal@btinternet.com
http://www.message-wildlife-art.co.uk
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In Your Garden
Spring bulbs in pots
Deciding on which bulbs to plant each autumn
is one of my most enjoyable parts of the
gardening calendar. Over the years, through
trial and error, I have smoothed the process,

making it a
task I look
forward
to, rather
than the
frazzled
approach I
used to
take,
almost
always at
the last
minute,

with whatever was left behind in the shops.
I have definitely discovered that planting

one variety of bulb in its own pot works
extremely well. Not only is it easier to label,
but later on in the spring when everything is
in full fettle, you can group them together
depending on what display you are after. For
example, a favourite combination of mine is
blue hyacinths, some ‘Tete à Tete’ miniature
daffodils and anything white (anenomes or
snowdrops dug up from the garden). It makes
a very pretty spring display which I often pair
with a bowl of primroses. ‘Paperwhites’ flower
in weeks and fill a room with scent, grape

hyacinths are brilliant,
too, and tiny iris
reticulata. My other
tip would be to really
pack the bulbs in
cheek by jowl - they
don’t mind at all and
the display is worth it.

If you are planting
bulbs into pots
without drainage
holes (for indoors),

you can fill the pot with bulb fibre which
contains charcoal. This absorbs any odours
caused by over-watering and the bulbs
starting to decompose. Otherwise, use any
container with drainage holes and put a
saucer underneath.

To top-dress displays, I cover the soil with
alpine grit or fine gravel. Alternatively I find
moss taken from the garden looks attractive
and fresh, especially bun moss if you can find
some. Be generous with any top-dressings to
cover the soil fully. Finally, and to get some
height into the display, I break off hazel twigs
- some will have catkins - or use coloured
dogwoods, and push them into the soil
around the bulbs. Again be quite generous
and you will find they also act as a useful
plant support once the flowers arrive.
Annabel Lear GARDENS
Planting . Design . Consultancy   
07759 440922   annabellear@btinternet.com

mailto:annabellear@btinternet.com


Private Care Service

For a free assessment  
of your care needs or to 
receive your brochure  
Call us on 01580 762244

Our Private Care Service offers 
tailored packages of personal care 
that can help people stay in their  
own home for as long as possible, 
rather than going into a care home 
before it’s really needed. We assist  
those who need help due to 
fraility, disability or illness to live 
as independently as possible, with 
comfort & dignity, in their own home.

Domestic  
Care  

£9.77  
per hour

www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk
Town & Country Homecare Limited 
102a High Street, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HT  
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DOGwalkingTN17

www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk
07719 070864

• Professional • Friendly Service 
• Fully Insured • One-Off or Regular

B             

 

Providing the complete Decorating Service 
 

Telephone: 01580 713888 
Mobile: 07836 254047 
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Mobile: 07836 254047 
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A professional mobile service
provided by fully insured

Graduate Sports Therapist offering
injury and posture assessment,

treatment and exercise rehabilitation.

Your aches and pains from overuse
or sport participation can be eased

through massage, mobilisations,
stretching, taping and
exercise rehabilitation.

Rebecca Manford (BSc Hons MSST)
07923 965601

http://www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk
http://www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk


Above: Music and colour: Iden Green Pavilion Jazz and Blues and visiting Molly Dancers
Front cover: Autumnal riches. Photograph: David Harmsworth


