


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 14th February 2025 at 6pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr M Eley, Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr J Mear, Cllr G Paton and T Grimes (Clerk) plus 1 member of the public.

1. To consider any apologies for absence
None received. LH apologised for arriving late.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
There were none.

3. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
There were no comments made. 

4. To consider matters relating to Great North Road Solar Farm
a. Joint Parishes Action Group
LH reported that there had been a meeting with the consultant. He will focus his response on four areas:
· Cumulative impact, 
· Socio economic
· Need and 
· Site selection. 
Councils are encouraged to submit their own response and to include those areas where relevant. It was suggested that they focus on matters specific to the parish, such as:
· Transport, passing places, 
· Heritage, 
· Tourism and 
· Ecology. 
He suggested we need to evidence local knowledge, if used, wherever possible and he advised against mentioning property values as it will be considered NIMBYism. It adds weight to include a human touch if possible. There seems to be a move to looking at psychological affects but as yet there isn’t any research or statistics to refer to. 

b. Phase 2 Consultation
Councillors agreed to submit a response which covered:
1. Loss of high grade land and lack of food security. 
2. Loss of jobs. 
3. Struggling with contradictory flooding reports. Ask for data from established solar farms. Mark Noone has data on farms he has been involved with. Grass doesn’t seem enough and animals will eat it reducing its effect.
4. Insufficient visualisations. Propose more as follows: Grange Farm looking East, Park Lidget looking both East and West, Willoughby Farm looking North and North East, Bridge on the bend near Willoughby Barn looking North, Bridge over A1 at Cromwell looking North West and the view North from 300 yards before bends on the way to Moat Field.
5. Traffic management.
6. Unable to see where the size has been reduced.
It was suggested the structure of the aide memoire issued by JPAG be adapted for the response.  Councillors offered reword various sections and send to the clerk by Tuesday 18th February. The clerk will compile the sections into one response and circulate on Wednesday ready for submitting to GNR Solar on Thursday.

c. Any other matters
The clerk checked the recipient list for the council letter to planning, highways, flooding, etc and asked whether anyone else should be included. It was agreed Ed Miliband should be copied in.
It was suggested a Whatsapp reminder be sent out to residents saying there is one week left to submit a response. 

5. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
The clerk issued copies of the letter to residents re council tax and precept for distribution. 

6. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be 4th March 2025 at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 19.35
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