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168/21
Apologies.

Cllrs. T Mcdonagh and S Parker.
169/21
Declarations of Interest.

None.
170/21
Dispensation Requests.

None.
171/21
Public Participation.

None.
172/21
Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th December 2021.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 13th December 2021, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.

173/21
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th December 2021.
Minute 155/21 – Appointment of Facilities Manager/ Sports Development Officer – The appointment was to be discussed at the Human Resources Committee at the conclusion of this meeting. 
Minute 158/21 – Kibworths Neigbourhood Plan Review – The Clerk reported that Cllr. T Mcdonagh had made some comments on the Plan Review which he would forward on.

174/21
Accounts.
The Clerk submitted details of accounts due for payment, copies of which were circulated to members at the meeting, as set out below:
	Cheque
	
	Name
	
	
	
	Description
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Amount

	BL0720
	
	Society of Local Council Clerks
	Membership fee
	
	171.00

	BL0721
	
	Ball Hall
	Interim Fee Application
	
	4,800.00

	BL0722
	
	Regent Samsic
	Cleaning
	
	377.47

	BL0723
	
	Dura Sport Ltd
	Power Sweep
	
	300.00

	BL0724
	
	Guardian
	Gate Security
	
	154.85

	BL0724
	
	Guardian
	Gate Security
	
	154.85

	BL0725
	
	Leicestershire C C
	Light repairs
	
	848.26

	BL0726
	
	Alison Ingram
	Fleckney Village Aid Telephone
	
	18.48

	BL0727
	
	Equals  (Sainsburys)
	Christmas Gifts
	
	63.42

	BL0727
	
	Equals  ( ASDA)
	Christmas Gifts
	
	16.00

	BL0727
	
	Equals  (HP Instant Ink)
	Ink Replacement Service
	
	3.49

	BL0729
	
	Leicestershire Footpath Ass.
	Subscription
	
	10.00

	BL0730
	
	CPRE
	Subscription
	
	40.00

	BL0731 – BL0736
	
	Various
	 Wages
	
	2,702.60

	BL0736
	
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	
	757.40

	BL0728
	
	J Flower
	
	
	Petty Cash
	
	
	
	
	
	100.00

	DD13Dec
	
	Nat West Bank
	Bank Charges      Paid 15.12.21
	
	27.20

	DD15Dec
	
	British Gas
	Electricity             Paid 21.12.21
	
	1,104.33

	DD16Dec
	
	British Gas
	Electricity             Paid 24.12.21
	
	11.38

	DD6Dec
	
	British Gas
	Electricity             Paid 21.12.21
	
	12.54

	DD9Dec
	
	Nest
	Pension Contributions   pd17.12  
	
	76.82

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	
	£11,750.09


The Clerk reported that the total receipts in December amounted to £2,331.01 excluding VAT.

The Clerk submitted a Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st December 2021.
The Clerk also submitted details of petty cash payments for the December quarter.

Resolved that:
(i) The accounts as set out above be approved for payment.
(ii) The information on receipts be received and noted.
(iii) The Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st December 2021 be received and noted.
(iv) The petty cash payments for the December quarter be received and noted.

175/21   
District and County Councillors’ and Police Reports.
There was no District Councillor, County Councillor or Police reports.
176/21    Correspondence.
The Clerk submitted details of correspondence received since the last meeting as set out below:

	Ref No.
	Received From
	Contents
	Agreed  Action



	1
	Leicestershire CC
	Consultation on its Bus Service Improvement Plan
	Cllr. D Parker to review the consultation document and comment as appropriate.


	2
	Mazars
	Rejection of the Parish Council’s objection to the accounts of Harborough District Council regarding the authorisation of a payment to its Leisure Services Contractor.

	Noted.


Resolved that the correspondence received be noted and the action set out in the above list be approved.
177/21
Employees and Chair’s Reports.
Members’ considered the report of the Street Orderly, copies of which had been previously circulated.
There was no report from the Chairman.
Resolved that the report of the Street Orderly be received and noted.
178/21
Planning Applications.
Members considered and commented on new planning applications received since the last meeting of the Council as follows:
	Reference
	Proposal
	Location
	Comment

	21/02116/PCD
	Discharge of Condition 2 (Electric Substation) of 21/01222/REM 

	Land Off Arnesby Road
	No comment.

	21/02117/PCD
	Discharge of Condition 7 (Construction Environmental Management Plan) of 21/01222/REM 

	Land Off Arnesby Road
	No comment. 

	21/02118/PCD
	Discharge of Condition 8 (Revised Landscaping Plan) of 21/01222/REM 

	Land Off Arnesby Road
	No comment. 

	21/02119/PCD
	Discharge of Condition 9 (Drainage) of 21/01222/REM 

	Land Off Arnesby Road
	No comment.


	21/02120/PCD
	Discharge of Condition 11 (Birdcage Cottage) of 21/01222/REM 

	Land Off Arnesby Road
	No comment. 


Resolved that the comments on planning applications as set out in the table above be forwarded by the Clerk to Harborough DC.
179/21
Lodge Farm Solar Park Pre-application Consultation.

The Clerk reported Arcus Consultancy Service had offered Wednesday 12th January 2022 as a date for a Teams Meeting to discuss the Solar Park proposal and were available at anytime during the day or early evening
Resolved that the Wednesday date be accepted and if possible with a 7.00pm start or 6.30pm at the earliest. 
180/21
Assets of Community Value.

The Clerk submitted details of all registered assets of community value for the Parish.

Members considered any other assets that may be suitable for nomination. 

Resolved that:

(i) The list of registered assets be received and noted.

(ii) The new Scout Building on the Shire Homes site off High Street be nominated when completed and in use.

(iii) The local green spaces as defined in the Neigbourhood Plan, except for those already nominated, be nominated.
(iv) The green spaces on both the Persimmon development off Saddington Road and the   David Wilson development off Kilby Road be nominated when completed and in use.

181/21
Fleckney Festival.
Members considered a request from the Fleckney Festival Organising Committee to be able to make a small entry charge for the forthcoming Festival to give this year’s and future festivals more financial security. Members discussed the matter at some length but were unable to decide, based on the information provided, if as a matter of principle charging should be allowed for such events. The Clerk provided members with a copy of the advice that had been obtained from the Leicestershire and Rutland Association of Local Councils regarding the legal position on making a charge. It was also noted that the Committee had still to adopt a constitution although this was being actively pursued.  
Resolved that the Organising Committee be requested to provide funding information on both the 2021 Festival and the proposals for the current year’s Festival to enable further consideration to be given to the request. 
182/21
Budget 2022/23.

The Clerk submitted a report which provided information on the estimated outturn for the current year (2021-22) and proposals for the Budget and the Precept for 2022-23 copies of which had been previously circulated to members.
The original budget for 2021-22 anticipated a sum of £79,650 being taken from reserves to balance the budget. The estimated outturn indicated that there will now be a surplus of £29,250 being added to reserves. The reasons for the decrease of £108,900 were provided in the report.
The reserves carried forward at the 31st March 2022 were estimated to be £347,910, which included an earmarked reserves of £50,000 as required by Sport England for the renewal of the AWP surface and £150,000 towards the replacement of the Sports Centre, giving free reserves of £147,910. 
The details of the budget proposals for 2022-23 were set out in the report. The budget had been prepared on the basis of maintaining current levels of service although there were some changes to a number of the capital schemes. The variations from the budget for 2021-22 showed a net decrease of £12,490 the details of which were provided in the report.

The Precept has been included in the Budget Working Paper at £143,150 the same amount as for 2021-22. The Council Tax Base had increased from 1,595.0 Band D properties to 1,635.4 in 2022-23. It had been expected that there would be an increase in the Council Tax Base due to new properties being included. The increase in the Council Tax Base meant that if the Precept remained at the 2021-22 level the Council Tax for parish purposes would decrease by £2.77 or 3.07% from £90.30 to £87.53 in 2022-23. Conversely, if the Council Tax remained at £90.30 it would set the Precept at £147,680 which would be an increase of £4,530 or £3.2%.
The Government had announced that the Council Tax referendum principles will not be extended to local (parish and town) councils in 2022-23. 
The budget for 2022-23, based on the Precept remaining at its 2021-22 level, would result in a deficit of £67,160 compared with a budgeted deficit of £79,650 for the current year. Both amounts include a contribution to the sinking fund of £10,000 to replace the surface of the All Weather Pitch in due course. The estimated outturn for the current year indicates a surplus of £29,250.
Based on a Precept of £143,150 the reserves at the 31st March 2023 were estimated to be £290,750 of which £60,000 would be earmarked to replace the surface of the All Weather Pitch and £69,300 towards the costs of replacing the Sports Centre building on the assumption that the £80,700 for planning application fees are met from the earmarked reserve leaving free reserves of £161,450.

Members considered the options for increasing the Precept and felt that a 3% increase would be fair and reasonable and contribute to reducing the budget deficit by a further £4,300.
With free reserves estimated at 31st March 2023 to be £165,750 there was an opportunity to transfer a further sum of £50,000 to the earmarked reserve for the Sports Centre Replacement and still leave free reserves equal to approximately six months expenditure which is considered to be a sufficient amount.

Resolved that:
(i) The Estimated Outturn for 2021-22 be noted.

(ii) The Budget for 2022-23 as submitted be agreed.

(iii) A sum of £50,000 be transferred to the Sports Centre Earmarked Reserve at the 31st   March 2022.

(iv) The Precept for 2022-23 be agreed at £147,450. 

183/21
Review of the Distribution of Agendas Etc.
Members reviewed the trial that had taken place over the last two meeting regarding the distribution of agenda etc. by electronic means and were satisfied it had worked well with no particular problems being identified and as such it was felt the process should continue for the foreseeable future.

Resolved that distribution of agendas etc, by electronic means continues for the foreseeable future.

184/21
Date of Next Meeting.

Monday 14th February 2021 at 7.00 pm.
The Meeting closed at 8.45 pm.

Signed………………………………….Date……………….

Chairman
Fleckney Parish Council
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