Ref No.23/BK/63

Name and address of asset, including post code (if known)
Air Raid Shelter,

Little Corner,

Briff Lane,

Bucklebury

12-digit location number and civil parish
SU 453716 168830 Bucklebury

West Berkshire HER Monument UID (if known)
MWB22872

Name and full address of owners of asset (where known)
Property owners (names withheld)

Little Corner,

Briff Lane,

Bucklebury

RG& 6ST

Asset type and criteria under which it qualifies for local listing (enter number
under the appropriate heading — refer to criteria in Appendix A of Guidance notes)

Building Structure Archaeological | Designed Group interest
monument landscape

13

Criteria

13 Had it a significant and distinctive role in local history ie. military

Current use or function

Unused and on private land. Accessible only with permission of the owners of
Little Corner

Condition: |Excellent | [Good | |Fair | X | Poor |

Summary of issues relating to condition
This is partly buried under the hedge and subject to flooding in rain. However, the
brick structure is complete and the roof unbroken. It is not maintained for use.

Date range of construction and architect or designer, if known

Early 1940’s, builder unknown (probably local military). Note: The decorative
brickwork style used in construction makes a military origin for the shelter
questionable — discussed at the Panel meeting on 31%' March 2025, and added as
an advisory for future reference if documentation comes to light.
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Brief history of the asset

The bungalow at Little Corner was reputedly used by the US military as a
command centre and/or lodgings for a senior officer/officers during WW2
(information not evidenced in sources, but provided from local memory). The air
raid shelter is presumed to have been built at this time for use by military officers
and staff based there. There was a WW2 camp on Bucklebury Common, so the
bungalow would have been well placed for administration of this camp.

The existence of the shelter was not known by the Archaeology Service at West
Berkshire Council until notified by the Forum. Survivals of this type are rare, and
this one is in fair condition, given its location. Its value lies in its link with the local
military connection from WW2, and in the rarity of its survival.

Local listing description and boundary with neighbouring properties not to
be listed (please refer to the Guidance Notes)

Air Raid Shelter , 1940’s, architect unknown, brick built, single storey partly buried
below an earthen bank fronting the lane, L shaped with arched roof, un-
fenestrated. No known written sources, and unknown to the local Archaeology
Service until recently. The shelter sits in the grounds of a bungalow which is not
included in the Local Listing.

Believed to have been built and in use when the bungalow was used during WW2
by USA forces. There was a WW2 military storage area on Bucklebury Common
close to Briff lane where the shelter and adjoining bungalow sit.

References to external documents
WBC HER MWB22872 (also linked to WBC HER16605 — Bucklebury Common
World War 2 camp)

Photographs taken and record of where they are archived

List of attached documents and maps, including maps in accessible JPEG
format.
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Reasons for recommendation for local listing, including (as appropriate)
architectural merit, local historical and personal connections, and local
character

This is a rare survivor from the Second World War and from the US Army
interactions in the area, and its value is enhanced by the fact that its existence
was unknown to the Archaeology Service until it was investigated by the Forum
with a view to Local Listing. The intention is to Locally List it, not so much for its
construction, which is unremarkable, but for its rarity as a survivor of the period,
and to raise its profile in the unlikely event of future development on the site.

Signature Assessors Name

Wynne Frankum

Date of Report

22" July 2023

Page 3 of 3




