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LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 12TH  OCTOBER, 2009, AT 7.30 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

2037) Members present:

Councillors Ms. P. Hutchings (Chair), Mrs. D. Goodman (Vice-Chair), Mr. E. Roberts, Mr. P. Pietroni and Mr. Alan Lees 


Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk.


Also in attendance:

1 parishioner was present.

2038) Apologies:

Apologies were received from Cllr. Alan Lees and his absence was approved.


T&W Councillor Terry Kiernan. 

2039)Declarations of interest (existence and nature) with regards to items on the 
agenda.


Cllr. Pat Hutchings declared a personal interest in the Village Hall and Rights of Way.


Cllr. Patrick Pietroni declared a personal interest in the letter from Mrs. Marilyn Pietroni.

2040) Minutes:


The minutes of the meeting held on 14th September 2009 were confirmed as  a correct 
record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

2041) Public Session:

A discussion took place concerning the future of The Huntsman public house.  It was suggested that the Parish Council convenes a group to investigate the creation of a Community Pub.  Hilary Betts stated that she, and Roy Parsons, would be willing to serve on such a group.

It was explained that the case for creating a Community Pub was that it was an obvious community resource.  The case against was that only a minority of the parishioners used the pub.

As a new manager was to take over the pub on the 16th October it was decided to hold further discussions at the November meeting.  Mrs. Betts stated that she would try to find out more from the “Community Pub” web site.

2042) UK Coal:

1. The Parish Council could not afford to instigate a judicial review. However Mark Pritchard MP had asked T&W to seek a judicial review.

2. The Open Meeting had raised further conditions that the residents would like adding to the Parish Council’s list and also how the Community Fund could be used.

3. T&W Cllr. Jacqui Seymour felt that the liaison group/committee should be chaired by a member of the Parish Council.

4. T&W Cllr. Jacqui Seymour thought that a meeting between LWPC and the Leader and Chief Executive of T&W Council had been planned for 20th October at 3.00 pm.  It was resolved that Cllrs. Pat Hutching and Patrick Pietroni plus the Clerk would attend.

5. It was resolved that a questionnaire be sent to all residents covering such issues as the membership of the liaison group/committee, conditions to be requested of UK Coal, constitution of the liaison group/committee.

6. Clarification was needed on the role of the liaison group/committee. It was agreed to seek advice from T&W legal department.

7. The liaison group/committee will need a constitution. 

2043) Outdoor Gym:

The Village Hall and Playing Field Committee had agreed in principle to the provision  of an out door gym sited on the playing field.  

It was agreed that a joint working party be convened consisting of members from LWPC and LWVHPFC chaired by Cllr. Patrick Pietroni.  The representatives from the Village Hall would be Pat Hutchings, Roy Parsons and Hilary Betts; from the Parish Council Cllrs. Patrick Pietroni and Debbie Goodman. The Parish Clerk would deal with the minutes and administration.

2044) Emergency Plan:

1. The LWVHPFC had agreed to the Village Hall being used as an emergency Rest Centre – there was a historic reason for this.

2. It was resolved that the next meeting would take place on Monday 22nd October in the Village Hall at 6.00.  The purpose of the meeting to discuss an evacuation plan for New Works should there be a methane gas leak from the landfill site.  The manager of the landfill site had been invited to attend.

3. Mr. Steve Collins had agreed to serve on the working party.

4. The Clerk to circulate all working party members with the date and time.

2045) Grit Bins:

1. It was resolved to ask T&W to supply 2 grit bins at a cost of £100 each and an annual servicing cost of £40 each.

2. The bins would be sited at the junction of Church Lane and Buildwas Lane and at the junction where Church Lane goes down to Coalbrookdale by Swan Farm.

3. T&W Cllr. Jacqui Seymour would seek to have the grit bin at the junction of Malthouse Bank and Huntington Lane reinstated.

2046)
PRH:

The following motion of support was carried unanimously:

“We wish to bring to the attention of Members of the Primary Care Trust the serious threats that are now being proposed to services at the Princess Royal Hospital. The preferred option being put forward by NHS bodies will result in the main A&E plus acute surgery, paediatric, obstetrics and neonate services being located in Shrewsbury.  This will mean that local people will be deprived of access in Telford to these essential health services.  It is imperative that the Parish Council fights the removal and downgrading of services from PRH and protects the health and well-being of our population.

The Little Wenlock Parish Council gives its full backing and commitment to actions and a campaign to protect PRH as the cornerstone of acute health services in the area.

2047) Rights of Way and Horse Riders:

Cllr. Debbie Goodman reported that the concerns as outline regarding Janet Mees-Robinson’s letter had been passed onto J. Sidhu (T&W Rights of Way Officer).  The Parish Council felt that it did support horse riders but nothing had appeared in the Community Newsletter because no articles or information had been sent to the editor.

2048) Little Wenlock as the “hub” for Rights of way:

1. The Parish considered the full and detailed letter submitted by Mrs. Marilyn Pietroni.

2. The Parish Council was of the opinion that it clearly made accessibility for everyone a reality and also supported those who rode horses.

3. Cllr. Debbie Goodman reported that she had discussed the proposals with Marilyn Pietroni.

4. The Parish council resolved to underwrite the initial costs of developing the proposal up to an initial sum of £150 to cover secretarial support, printing and postages which would be invoiced as they arise.

2049) Clerk’s Report:

The Parish Clerk updated/ informed the Parish Council of the following:

1. Highways – issues reported to T&W for attention.

2. National Salary Award for Local Council Clerks.

3. 364 persons had signed the LWPC No. 10 petition.

4. NALC had been informed that LWPC had formally passed a resolution to adopt the Power of Well Being on 14th September 2009.

5. The following items of correspondence had been received:

a. Letter from Mark Pritchard MP re: PRH.

b. Letter from Cllr. Andrew Eade re: PRH.

c. Letter from Michael Barker re: UK Coal Inquiry.

d. Punch Taverns.

e. Response to letter sent to Cllr. Eade and Victor Brownlees.

f. Shropshire Fire Service.

6. The SALC AGM would take place on 5th December, no representative from LWPC could attend as it was the day of the Village Fair.

7. It was resolved that a Police Surgery be held on 14th December at 7.00 pm.

2050) Planning:

1. Town and Country Planning Act 1990 – S247 Proposed stopping up of Highway at Huntington Lane Surface Mine, Telford.  This refers to the temporary stopping up and diversion, for a period of 44 months, of footpaths and restricted byways as listed in Part A of the Schedule.  Cllr. Debbie Goodman would respond to this.

2. Notification of planning applications electronically – going live at the end of the year.

2051) Individual reports from Councillors:

1. Cllr. Pat Hutchings reported on the Coalmoor DPP site and Candles site. (See appendix A)

2. Cllr. Debbie Goodman reported on the Parish and Rural Forum meetings. (See appendix B)

3. Cllr. Debbie Goodman reported on the meeting held with Lewis Adcock and Jaswant Sidhu over the proposed Rights of Way Parish Notice Board.

2052) Borough Liaison:

1. T&W Cllr. Jacqui Seymour stated that most of the issues had already been addressed in the meeting relating to UK Coal and the PRH.

2. T&W Cllr. Jacqui Seymour reported that the T&W budget would be tight.

2053)  Newsletter:

The Clerk presented the draft Community Newsletter to the PC.  The Chairman asked for one further short article relating to the Clerk to be added.

2054) Budget for 2010/2011:

The following issues were raised:

1. Joint share of a photocopier with the Village Hall.  This was deferred to the next meeting for more information and clarification.

2. To look at commitments as outlined in the Parish Plan at the November meeting.

3. Cost relating to the outdoor gym on Little Wenlock playing field – maintenance and inspection, training, launch event.

4. It was felt that there should be a focus on New Works although it may not be possible to do anything until the completion of the surface mine, but suggestions put forward included:

1. Multi-purpose court (tennis + other sports).

2. Multi/outdoor gym.

3. Series of benches similar to the Bench Walks.

4. Sent out questionnaire to all residents asking for ideas.

5. Hold occasional Parish Council meetings in New Works.

2055) Finance:
The Clerk reported that the balances were as follows: The balance on the community account on 7th October stood at £7159.16.  The half year Precept of £5,355.00 has been credited to the account on 30th September.  The balance in the bank account is £7,169.80 with one outstanding cheque for £10.64.The Business Reserve Account has a balance of £7,779.70 having been credited with £0.97 interest.
2056) Payments:

The following payments were approved:


SALC



Power of Well-Being Training


£153.00


SLCC



Books






£27.55

SLCC



Clerk’s Membership Fee



£72.00


J.F. Marcham


Salary & back pay




£257.05


HM Customs & Excise
PAYE






£64.74


Village Hall


R. of W. meeting




£10.00


K. Smith


Grass cutting etc




£488.75


E.ON



Maintenance Contract Qtr 3


£150.06


Npower


Energy Consumption



£91.94


Npower


Energy Consumption



£33.64

2057) NALC Local Council Awards:

It was resolved that the Clerk’s name would be put forward for the NALC Local Council Awards.  A member of the Parish Council would do the necessary paperwork.

2058) Date of the Next Meeting:

Monday 9th November, 2009 at 7.30 pm.

APPENDIX A


Report on Candles Liaison Committee  Meeting 16/09/09 and    interim meeting held on 
24/07/09

1. Footpaths.

Candles site details included in the restoration plan and submitted to T&W more than 2 years ago. J Sidhu in process of producing the formal order to retain the bridle way on its present line at Coalmoor DP site. At Smalley Hill the freehold title has now been registered with the Land Registry . T&W can now complete the formal bridleway order.

2. Coalmoor DP site.

At the interim meeting The council was informed that the restoration would be to a butterfly conservation site. Following the meeting Mr D Coxill sent an email querying whether or not this satisfied the original planning conditions and asking Veolia to illustrate how it did on a number of points. Veolia replied to this email [reply not seen by councillors]. Jacqui Seymour [JS] was asked if the current proposals were appropriate to be determined under the current planning condition as a reserve matter under delegated power or if she wanted the issue ‘green carded’ for Plans Board to formally determine. JS is waiting for a decision on whether or not a formal planning application is necessary. Meanwhile all the concrete/hard standing has been broken out and removed from the site. The pond area is being extended. The contractor has been instructed to leave all green areas undisturbed. The rubble is being utilised at the Candles site.

3. Coalmoor Landfill site. 

The gas management plan which Veolia should have submitted to the Environmental Agency in June 2009 has not been submitted. However the EA report that the flare and gas management is’fine’. James Lloyd , Infinis, was not present at the meeting to report on the plan. The EA is to pursue the matter. 

4. Smalley Hill.

Another flare stack is to be fitted by the end of September [elevated]. The gas is of reasonable quality but the problem is that the flow is intermittent. The EA is consulting with Veolia on the possibility of transferring this gas to the Candles. The balance will have to be correct as it could affect the generation of electricity.

5. Candles site.

Peter Thomas is away so the usual pre-meeting inspection has not been carried out. The outstanding planning application [extension ] is with Michael Barker. Gas management is now being extended to include cell 6. This is close to Horsehay. The pipework is sacrificial and can thus be used close to operations. Leachate levels are above the permitted levels as the leachate plant has been out of action. [ due to phase 3 works at the plant which is necessary to lower the ammonia levels in the leachate to comply with the discharge consent set by Severn Trent]. 3 months after the commissioning of phase 3 Veolia was required to submit an improvement plan.

6. Complaints.


Nil. One odour complaint was traced by the EA to Holding operations. 
APPENDIX B:
Rural Forum

· Adoption of the rural forum terms of reference

· Collaboration Benefits from Gill Porter – Rural Community Action Benefits

· Update on Rural plans and Rural and Wellbeing Action Plan

· Sub-Group Reports from the Health Sub Group (Vicki Pike) and the Village Halls sub-group – there are CVS grants available for £2k for health projects, Vicki sending out the pdf version to Caroline for her to circulate, also obtaining grants for loft insulation etc for the elderly

· Newsletter – Items to include such as fly-tipping

· There was a view that not all the interested parties were being represented, such as bridleways and farmers and various interest groups such as EH

· Looking to provide links from the T&W website to the rural interest areas
T&W Parishes Forum

· Formal election of Sean Kelly as chair of the Forum
· Update from the Head of Planning and Environment (Michael Barker) who provided an update on the Electronic Planning Consolidation.  Will be delivered in 2 phases.  By the end of the year to provide consultation on planning and to be able to submit on-line enquiries by Jan 2010.  Drawings will have a scaling system; a process will be outlined for having the ability to speak at the planning board.  Paper copies will cease (date not yet determined).  Packages are available for parishes, there were consultation in May/June, but there were some questions about the availability of IT so there will be some communication to the parishes over the IT requirements.
He also mentioned how disappointed he was over the decision to commence the opencast mining at New Works and will be looking at the legal issues and take advice.  Will also be working with UK coal to ensure that all conditions are being met and all workings are correctly undertaken.
· SOS PRH discussed.  If required banners and posters are available.  Various appeals are taking place, the home game for Telford AFC on the 17th October, ½ page spreads in the papers and the board meeting is taking place on the 27th Oct.  If banners required, clerks can contact 382402.
· Report on “strengthening the relationship between T&W and Parish and Town Councils” was heard (from Sean Kelly, Head of Policy, Performance and Partnership), which raises the awareness of the new parish charter as being instrumental in working with each other.
· Report on the Playbuilder programme which is now entering the second phase (year2) of grants.  Have spent half of the £1m grant with another 11 potential projects to complete before the end of next year.
· Devolution of Services – looking at the responsibility and authority within the parishes.  E.g., play areas/buildings and how this will be best served in the future.
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