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MINUTES OF CAYTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Caythorpe Village Hall, 15th January 2026 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Freeman, Larder (Acting Chair), Newbury, Ravenscroft
In Attendance: N Cope (Clerk), Cllr Roger Jackson


Public Participation
None 

098/26 To receive and accept apologies.
Cllr Kerry sent his apologies before the meeting.

099/26 To receive and note declarations of interest.
None.

100/26 To accept the Minutes from the last Parish Council meeting
Minutes of the last meeting on 18th December were accepted as an accurate record and signed by the Chair.

101/26	Time allocated for District County Councillor Roger Jackson
Cllr Jackson forwarded an email about the enforcement for the Old Vol and will send a reminder before the next meeting.  Highways are due to repair the road towards Bracken Hill in the next few weeks.  There have been discussions about Local Government Reform and there should be elections next year.

102/26 Village maintenance and Highways
See above from Cllr Jackson.

103/26	To receive monthly defibrillator report 
Cllr Ravenscroft hasn’t been able to check it yet.  The Old Vol have agreed to have a box sited on the wall.  ACTION: NC to apply for the BHF defibrillator offer.

104/26	Planning
Applications: None

Decisions: None

No further update from the Old Vol enforcement.  NC forwarded on the photos sent by Cllr Larder regarding high water levels around the site following substantial rain.

105/26 Finances
a. Payments and note receipts: Clerk pay for January noted.  Subscription to NALC was noted £123.52.
b. Bank reconciliation APPROVED. Balance of 7/1/26 is £16379.70
c. NC presented the draft budget for discussion.  There were discussions about the plans for the Village Hall and what repairs might be needed in the future and Cllr Freeman suggested meeting with the VHC to make a plan.  Cllr Larder suggested that the parishioners should be asked for their feelings about the future of the Village Hall.  Cllr Freeman commented how much the VHC had improved the useability of the hall.  Cllr Newbury said it would have to be agreed whether the PC or the VHC would pay for future repairs.  It was suggested that the same precept as last year was requested and then some of those funds ring-fenced for the plans for the Village Hall and then decide whether this amount would be needed again next year.  NC explained that the amount needed for this year’s predicted expenses was over £7K before any repairs were considered.  Cllr Larder felt that the plans were not in place yet and this needs to happen before the Annual Meeting in May.  Cllr Freeman suggested that if the precept stayed the same as last year there should be some financial plans for the future of the VH and site.  Councillors voted 3 to 1 to keep the precept as it was last year but to ring-fence some for future plans and repairs.  ACTION: to organise a meeting for VHC and PC in order to take specific plans to the Open Meeting in May.

106/26 Trusteeship
Cllr Newbury has booked onto an RCAN meeting. Cllr Larder has investigated how to register land on the land registry and thinks the PC need a conveyancer to help with this.  The PC needs to know the value of the land.  Cllr Larder suggested that the PC asks someone to do this for them.  ACTION: Cllr Freeman to ask a village contact to look over the issue and advise. If the PC can move forward quotes will be sought for legal advice.

107/26 Church update
The meeting with the Church is February 2nd.  Cllrs Newbury and Ravenscroft are to attend.

108/26 Fence repair quote
Cllr Freeman has been in contact with the Byars regarding the fence repair.  On inspection he didn’t feel that all the fence needs replacing.  Philip from the Byars has offered to replace or repair the fence around the Village Hall but would want to own the fence going forward.  The Councillors discussed and thought that this was a good plan.  ACTION: Cllr Freeman to contact him and ask him to go ahead.

109/26 Speeding
Cllr Larder reported that there have been fewer incidences of cars chasing each other at excessive speed during the night.  During the day around 50% of cars are speeding. A lot of the vehicles are coming from Hoveringham and possibly visiting the fishing area.  ACTION: NC to write to the Midland Angling Society and a reminder to Via about the extra signage.

110/26 Flood storage
Cllr Ravenscroft has visited Simon Harbidge and seen what flood equipment he has in his garden.  There was a discussion where another shed could go.  The current shed is 2.5 x 2.5m.  He thought a shed 3.5 x 3m shed would be possible. Cllr Freeman suggested getting a shed as big as possible without needing planning permission.  Cllr Ravenscroft said that extra slabs or a concrete footing would be needed.  ACTION: Cllr Ravenscroft will estimate what size could be fitted in, and get quotes for slabs and the shed.  NC to complete the flood resilience grant form.  

111/26 Village Hall finances
Cllr Newbury reported on a summary of the incomings and outgoings, including grants.  The balance at Sept 25 was £29K.  Fundraising brought in £1800, 100 Club £2500, hire £1000 and grants £8280.  £11K has been spent on hall repairs this year.  A discussion took place about liability, hall hire and repairs.  Councillors felt that there needs to be an emergency meeting regarding the future of the hall.  ACTION: Cllr Newbury to contact Jodi from RCAN about a joint meeting with VHC to discuss the future.  NC to email VHC for an emergency meeting.  

112/26 Council owned email addresses
Caythorpe PC website is now gov.uk domain and the IT policy states that Councillors should have email addresses with the same format.  It was agreed to order new emails in the format 
firstname.surname@caythorpeparishcouncil.gov.uk.  ACTION: NC to action this.

113/26 Correspondence
NC circulated all correspondence before the meeting and no further action required.

114/26	Dates and items for future meetings
Next meeting is 19th March.  Cllr Larder to Chair again.

115/26 Private and Confidential
None

116/26 Close at 21.45





Approved by the Chair on Thursday 19th March, Signed:
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