IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 26th February 2020 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors
P Smith 
Mr D May

V Wilkinson

JP Carr

A Drage




D Shroll, 
 
L Ellis Day

K Watts

T Maguire


L Brown 

M May
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 4 members of the public present.
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllr R Elliott, J Dunkley and NCC Cllr M Griffiths
Apologies given for Cllr Matthew May from A May

Representatives from Crown Estates attended the meeting to discuss further information regarding developments at Rushden Lakes.  It was stated that the proposal is for up to 430 residential properties plus business and leisure facilities.  Concern was raised by councillors regarding the connectivity of the development as the area was isolated from other towns and villages, the coping of the schools, hospitals, trains and infrastructure and the impact the development would have on Irchester itself.  Further public consultation will be taking place of which the above would be taken into consideration.  Chairman thanked the representatives for the information and attending the meeting.
19/94
Public participation
· Concern was raised regarding crossing Station Road and request was made to have a zebra crossing or traffic calming installed within this area.  It was stated that a letter would be sent to highways highlighting the concerns.
· Other issues were - vehicles were still being parked on the zig zag lines near to the Recreation Ground, posters were being placed in unsuitable locations and white lines throughout the village were faded
19/95 
Declaration of Interest

None declared
19/96
Minutes
The minutes from 29th January 2020 were agreed as a true record.  It was noted that the BACS payments were authorised by Cllr Wilkinson and not Cllr Brown for January 2020.
19/97
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Agree Section 136 Grass mowing - confirmed

· Temporary repair to play equipment on Recreation Ground – completed

· NHW letter – sent

· Planning responses sent with request for site visit

· Circus – letter sent

· Village Voice – tax increase explanation sent

· Highways – pot holes information requested

19/98
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £6200.39 for February 2020 be approved 
[image: image1.emf]
b) Current financial statement £ 162,387.08 – sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  
c) RESOLVED that Cllr JP Carr & L Brown to authorise the bacs payments for February 2020
19/99
Recreation Grounds
a) It was stated that the rough edges of the exercise equipment still needs attention and would be carried out asap.
b) Concern was raised regarding the horse and cart being exercised on the recreation ground as there had been a couple of anti-social issues raised.  It was agreed to write to Mrs Doughty again regarding this.
c) Exercise equipment – councillors to visit the recreation ground to look at the equipment.
19/100
Highways – 
a) Concern was raised regarding the pot holes not being filled in the side streets.  Clerk had contacted highways who stated that pot holes would be filled in as required.
b) A quotation for Perspex had been received for the damage to two of the old bus shelters of £931.00 RESOLVED to accept the quotation.
19/101
Little Irchester/Knuston
Concern was raised regarding the zebra crossing as it was being flooded with the recent rains.
19/102
Cemetery/War Memorial
Discussion took place with reference to the memorials that had been staked from the October testing. Currently on 3 or 4 families had agreed to mend the headstones so it was agreed to send the list to councillors again in case information could be obtained regarding families had moved.  To have the headstones repaired would cost in the region of £3860 and it was RESOLVED to ring fence this amount in order to have headstones repaired in the future.
A request had been received for a double plot to have kerb stones and coloured gravel placed in the cemetery.  It was agreed that the kerb stones can be fitted for the double plot below ground level however the green gravel would not be acceptable.
19/103
Planning

· WP/20/00044/FUL Proposal: First floor extension above existing garage. Location: 10 Cedar Close, Irchester,- No comment
· WP/20/00035/FUL Proposal: Demolition of existing garage, part two storey and part single storey side extension. Location: 6 Redwood Close, Irchester – No comment
· WP/20/00050/FUL Proposal: Demolition of existing conservatory. Single storey rear extension. Location: 7 Cedar Close, Irchester – No comment
· WP/20/00009/FUL Proposal: Retrospective application to replace an existing boundary which consists of a 1.8m fence / 0.6m wall and approx 4.5m Conifer trees with 1.75m pillars, a 0.6m wall and a 0.9m arched fence on top of the wall between the pillars. Location: 74 Farndish Road, Irchester – No comment
· WP/20/00057/FUL Proposal: Proposed new dwelling including access, parking & amenity space & demolition of existing garage and replacement garage within the curtilage of a listed building. Location: 1A London End, Irchester – Concern was raised that the shrubs and trees that are being removed will need to be replaced and that there are concerns regarding flooding of the area.  The council accept the archaeology comments
· WP/20/00058/LBC Proposal: Listed building consent for the demolition of existing garage to allow for the development of a proposed new dwelling including access, parking & amenity space and replacement garage within the curtilage of a listed building. Location: 1A London End, Irchester - Concern was raised that the shrubs and trees that are being removed will need to be replaced and that there are concerns regarding flooding of the area.  The council accept the archaeology comments
· WP/20/00112/FUL Proposal: Proposed 4/5 bedroom part two storey, part single storey detached house with hardstanding for the parking of up to four vehicles to frontage. Location: Land between 27 And 31, Gipsy Lane, Irchester – Objection was raised regarding the change from a bungalow to a house from the previous application.  Concern was raised regarding the parking and movement of the vehicles, the over development of the site, poor design statement and materials to be used.
· WP/20/00067/FUL Proposal: First floor side and rear extension and the conversion of the loft into habitable accommodation including velux roof lights to front and both side elevations and dormer window in the rear elevation. Location: 4 Gipsy Lane, Irchester – No comments
· WP/19/00670/FUL Proposal: Proposed conversion of A2 office to 4no. apartment dwellings Class C3 including the provision of refuse and cycle storage in an enclosed rear courtyard and the landscaping of rear courtyard/garden Location: 52 High Street, Irchester – site visit planning passed – it was suggested that details be added to the village voice asking residents to respond to planning applications within the areas where they live.
19/104
Community/Consultation Events

VE Day – discussion took place regarding VE Day and it was stated that the school would be commerating the event with a tea party on 7th May, cooking, making bunting and having talks from some of the residents regarding life during World War II.  It was suggested that the second seat be fitted at the war memorial next year as it was the 80th Anniversary of when the bomb dropped in Irchester and a working party be set up to organise events.
Little Irchester residents were considering having a street type party in the village.

Irchester – it was agreed to look at the possibility of showing some WWII films to mark the event.
19/105
Correspondence
A request had been made to have the dog bin replaced along Gipsy Lane however it was discovered that Norse had the bin in their yard and would be replacing it.
It was noted that the defibrillator at Little Irchester had been used again and the pads and battery now needed to be replaced.  RESOLVED to give the Clerk delegated powers in order to replace these as and when required.
19/106
Exclusive to Public and Press

Library update

A meeting had taken place with councillors and the new library management group in order to explain the progress so far with the building, business plan, constitution and Service Level Agreement(SLA).  Several items on the condition survey still needed to be completed before the lease was signed and queries had been raised with the SLA which needed addressing.  Request regarding volunteers had been placed in the Village Voice.
Policies and procedures would also need to be written, training of Management Group and volunteers undertaken before a handover date could be confirmed.
The Chair thanked the Management Group for all their hard work and dedication in securing the future of the lbrary.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.26 pm



Chair
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