North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Thursday 16th April 2025

Present: Councillor Rawling (Vice Chair)
Councillors: Agnew, Duell, Jordan, Linfoot, Mears and Spencer 

In attendance: I Humphries      - Clerk
                       Cllr Ashby          - NCC
                        1 Local Resident

	16.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from councillors Henning and Loftus.


	17.
	Issues raised by members of the public
Mr Robinson was present to raise the following issues -
· Seeking support of the Parish Council for a review of Council Tax Banding in Melbury to be comparable with Brunton Park.
· The poor infrastructure/Services of the Great  Park. Members replied saying the area was not adopted and the Parish Council would not be insured for any service they provided.
· The precept paid by residents of the Great Park was not spent in the area. Members explained that there were other areas within the Parish Council boundaries that received no direct service or provision and that the funds were largely spent on centralised items/services for the benefit of the community as a whole. The point was also made that the Parish Council spent time and effort campaigning on behalf of Great Park residents for adoption of the area, opposition to HMO applications bus services and street lighting. It was further noted that Residents could seek a Community Governance Review by the City Council to be withdrawn from the Parish Council area.
· The costs of grounds maintenance contracts were explained.
· With regard to Play areas in the Great Park, Members confirmed that the Parish Council were unable to manage them and were of the opinion that that could be better achieved via residents groups of in partnership.
· 

	18.
	Ward Councillors update
· The Great Park Academy moving onto the proposed site within the Great Park had been delayed due to a legal challenge relating to a footpath linking the site to Hazlerigg via the Havannah Nature Reserve.


	19.
	Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meetings held on 21st May 2025 were confirmed as a correct record.


	20.
	Matters Arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
· The decay of the Speed Cussion had been reported.
· There was no objection to the deferred planning application.
· 

	21.
	Co-Option of Parish Councillor

         Resolved: That Mr D Jordan be co-opted to the
                            Parish Council for the remainder of the 
                            current term of office.


	22.
	Member Portfolio Updates
Members discussed a number of issues, however it was agreed that Portfolios be revisited at the next meeting when a full membership would be present.


	21.
	Scout Hut Lease
The Lease was complete and the Clek was authorised to sign it on behalf of the Parish Council.


	23.
	Planning Matters
2025/0692/01/HOU - 38 Clayworth Road: demolition of existing 
                                   conservatory and erection of single storey 
                                    rear extension with flat roof. Single storey 
                                    extension to front of garage in line with 
                                    existing porch and canopy, enclosing the 
                                    area beneath the canopy within the garage   No Objection

2025/0793/01/TPO - Newcastle Racecourse: TPO application         No Objection

2025/07662/01/LDC – 50 South Bend: Lawful Development 
                                    Certificate for proposed extension to 
                                    existing dormer extension to rear.                   Noted

It was noted that in respect of Rotary Way application in January 2024, there was continued concern regarding the pollution of the waterway.


	24.
	Financial Matters
Members authorised payments to Clerk salary and HMRC 


	25.
	Police Matters
The Parish Council received a letter from a resident drawing attention to an incedent where eggs had been thrown at the house and that it be mentioned to the police.


	26. 
	Items raised by members
· The suggestion that  the Parish Council take responsibility for Play Parks ij the Great Park area was again considered and declined.
· The signs on the planter were missing.
· The subsidence on Lincoln Green was still evident.

	
	
Date of next meeting
Wednesday 16th July 2025 at 7.30pm



