Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
8th & 12th April 2024
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.30
	Cllr M Bowes
Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley


	
	Mrs Susan Saunders – clerk
County Councillor I Hutchinson
5 members of the public

	
	53/24
	Apologies for absence As the council was not quorate, no decisions could be approved. A discussion was undertaken on the agenda items. Three residents were in attendance to apply for co-option and members took the opportunity to speak informally with them.
The meeting was adjourned at 9.00pm and re-convened on Friday 12th April 2024.

	
	Present


	12th April 2024 - 19.00pm
Cllr Alan Sharp, Cllr M Ridley, Cllr M Bowes, Cllr A Cheverst and clerk Susan Saunders

	
	53/24
	Apologies for absence 

Cllr J Hunter, Cllr D Rogan-Mackie.

Cllr Sharp reported that both Cllr T Christie and C Banks have had to resign due to family commitments. He thanked them both for their contributions over their time as councillors.

	
	54/24
	Haltwhistle Partnership

The chair of the Haltwhistle Partnership had spoken at the meeting on 8th April about a proposal they would like the council to support them on. The Partnership would like to undertake a feasibility report to place solar panels on the triangular piece of land between the A69 roundabout at Haltwhistle, the South Tyne and Hadrian Enterprise Park. They are asking Northumberland County Council to consider leasing the land rather than selling. Members approved the proposal and, a letter will be sent to the Partnership in support of the scheme.

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr M Bowes                         AGREED                                                                   

	
	55/24
	Public Questions – No questions

	
	56/24
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	57/24
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on 4th March 2024
The minutes were approved.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Bowes                         AGREED                                                                   

	
	58/24
	Matters arising -  
It was reported that work is soon to begin on the Working Men’s club. Quotes for the work have had to be approved by the insurers and once this has been approved the work can begin. In the meantime, enforcement from NCC are writing to the club in an effort to speed things along.

The council received a letter from NCC to say that the Haltwhistle toilets are due for their improvement early 2024-2025. Another detailed survey will be undertaken and there may be the potential for local to contractors to bid. The council do not want to take on the asset transfer of the toilets. NCC will not be charging the town council £2000 this financial year for the winter opening.

	
	59/24

	Grounds Report
59/24.01

1. Orchard Gardens gate- Members met on 25th March along with some residents and Libby Scott from the Community Gardeners. Cllr Sharp thanked everyone who had been part of this scheme and officially opened the garden.

Members agreed to remove the gate and monitor the situation.

2. Wetpour at comb Hill Play Area – members have had a meeting to discuss the wetpour that is flooding and the following proposal was considered.
Proposal – to agree to the placement of a French drain along the south side of the wetpour to connect in with drains currently there or, put in an official complaint to Abacus with the advice of the local contractor taken into account.
Members agreed to raise a complaint about the laying of the wetpour before considering the placement of the French drain.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr M Bowes                         AGREED                                                                   
3. Swing Seat replacements. – Options and prices attached:

Proposal – to purchase a support swing, 2 flat seats and 1 cradle seat.
It was agreed that more advice is needed for the support swing, members were not sure if specialised chains would be required. Kompan had quoted for the swing only, Sovereign had quoted for the swing and chains. Swings have been priced from the internet but, it was thought that they may be more of a home seat rather than a public seat. It was therefore agreed to ask the representative from Kompan to meet and discuss the requirements before a decision is to be made.
4. Bus Shelter at West End –

Proposal - the clerk will advertise on Facebook for quotes to repair the back of the shelter.

The clerk reported that there has been some grant funding at NCC for bus stops and so it was agreed that they should be contacted in the first instance to ask for help. If that is not forthcoming then, the clerk will advertise once a specification is drawn up.

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr M Bowes                         AGREED                                                                   
5. Andy Olive from Highways has agreed that they will fit the new bins. The clerk was asked to contact him and ask when this is likely to take place.
6. BT Bell are in the process of drawing up a specification for work to be undertaken  on the Burn to deal with the erosion issues.
59/24.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters –Some of the seats in front of the hospital will need re-varnishing. The clerk will organise the community workers to do that in the better weather.
59/24.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
 

	
	60/24
	Northumberland County Council

The council had reported that the planks of wood under the bridge coring the Burn at the southeast end of The Burn village Green were loose. It was reported that this was not dangerous as they are not integral to the structure of the bridge. However, members requested a meeting with Duncan Lovatt from footpaths to discuss the state of the steps and handrails.
The town have been offered stencils on the paths asking that dog owners pick up the dog mess. Cllrs Bowes and Ridley are happy to meet with someone to locate the most suitable places to paint them.

	
	61/24
	Police in Haltwhistle 

A statistic report has been received from Inspector Benson for Dec through to February.
The clerk was asked to set up the next quarterly meeting with the Inspector.

	
	62/24
	Neighbourhood Plan
62/24.01 To approve Terms of Reference for The Steering Group – members approved the terms of reference.

PROPOSED Cllr M Bowes                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                         AGREED                                                                   
62/24.02 The minutes from 14th February and 19th March were noted.

	MR

	63/24
	Planning Applications.
24/00938 Land to West of Park Road Application to change S106 funding

Members had no objection to the amendment.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr A Cheverst                          AGREED

	
	
	Other Planning Matters
Licensing -24 hour alcohol licence for Eden’s Lawn Garage – to retrospectively approve objection submitted.
PROPOSED Cllr A Cheverst                SECONDED Cllr M Bowes                         AGREED
23/04572 Variation to Land West of Park Road – GRANTED
A request was received about native tree planting at folding Steads. Members had no objection to the proposal.

PROPOSED Cllr A Cheverst                SECONDED Cllr M Bowes                         AGREED


	
	64/24
	Grant Requests – No requests

	
	65/24
	Reports on Financial Matters
[image: image1.emf]66/24.01 Bank and cash balances as at 31st March 2024

Current Account 7,312.63

TOTAL 7,312.63

 Included above

66/24.02

NCC - Cemetery double charge refund 260.00

JBC PAYE, NEST & Payroll contribution 737.87Recharged

JBC NCC HR & room Hire 247.67Recharged

1,245.54

Pay \method Incl VAT

66/24.03 Accounts for payment 8th April 2024 £ Included in Balance Above

P Axcell 162.00Payroll

Bonnies 47.52Volunteer refreshments

SLCC 36.00Appraisal Training

Dixon Landscapes 72.00concrete Seats

PPH 1,080.00Playbark ordered

SMS Exp 148.32Microsoft Office 365 subscription

Glasdon 534.242 replacemnt bins market sq.

NCC HR Services 391.80JBC pay £217.67

Total 2,471.88

Not Included Above

HS&LC 10,579.001st Tranche

D Benson 25.00O Garden Grass

SLCC 229.00Subscription 24-25

Npower 715.30Xmas Lights

Monthly Amounts 4,230.64See below - approval for the year

Total 15,778.94

TOTAL 18,250.82


The payments of £18250.82 were approved with the addition of Npower, SLCC subs and D Benson grass cutting.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                  SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                AGREED 
66/24.04 Bank Reconciliation/Inc & Expenditure as at 31st March 2024 – noted
66/24.05 Budget for 2024-2025 – members discussed the budget and agreed to add another £2k to the repair and renewal allocation and £10k to Council initiatives as there will be a cost to the work on the Burn erosion issues.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                  SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                AGREED 

	
	
	Other Financial Matters

66/24.06 Christmas Lights – The quote for next year has been received and has increased by £685 from last year due to the purchase of more lights. Members agreed to increase the donation to £4300 as a result.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                  SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                    AGREED
66/24.07 Eon Electricity Contract – AS Haltwhistle has to undertake any financial contracts for the Burial Committee, the approved the contract with Eon.
PROPOSED Cllr M Bowes                SECONDED Cllr A Cheverst                         AGREED                                                                   


	
	67/24
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
67/24.01 Melkridge updates – the report from NCC has now been received and the Burial Committee will discuss it at the meeting on 24th April. The council would ask that notification is sent out to all parishes as soon as any decisions are approved.

67/24.02 Land registry updates – no updates.

	
	68/24
	Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre – The council may receive a request to become custodian trustees for a piece of land the Leisure Centre are trying to have asset transferred. This item will be on the next agenda.

	
	69/24
	Correspondence received since last Council meeting.   Noted.


	
	70/24
	Co-option of Councillors – to review any applications

Resolution to Exclude Press and Public

To consider a resolution to exclude the public and accredited representatives of newspapers from the following item relevant to a subject which affects the Council’s area.

Resolution

“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and, they are instructed to withdraw.”

This resolution is moved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item.

PROPOSED Cllr A Cheverst                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                         AGREED
Three candidates have applied to be co-opted and, after a discussion amongst members, it was agreed to co-opt all three.

Ms Gemma Heppell, 
PROPOSED Cllr A Cheverst                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                         AGREED
Ms Sam Dalgleish 
PROPOSED Cllr A Cheverst                SECONDED Cllr M Bowes                         AGREED
Mr William Bell-Caisley. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Bowes                SECONDED Cllr A Cheverst                         AGREED
They will be asked to sign their declarations of acceptance before the meeting on May 13th and thereafter will be able to take part in the meeting. Members agreed to organise some new councillor training.


	
	71/24
	Dates and times of next meetings 
Annual Town Meeting Tuesday 7th May 2024 – 7pm 

Town Council meeting Monday 13th May 2024 at 6.30pm – The library

Litter Pick – 21st April – 10.00am

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Tuesday 23rd April – 6pm

Grounds meeting Monday 29th April 2024 – 10.00am


Signed Chair:                                                  Date:  13th May 2024              Page 2 of 3

