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Background of Neighbourhood Plan:
Neighbourhood planning was introduced in 2012, this enables local communities to produce plans for their local areas putting in place vision and policies to guide future development of the area.  The Woore Neighbourhood Plan will be a statutory planning policy document supported by a majority of the local population which will enable Woore Parish Council to have a greater and more positive influence on how the Parish develops in the future.  Key points:
· Government directive
· Is a community led framework for guiding future development (i.e. not just Parish Council)
· Ultimately a planning document that will guide future development in the area
· Has to be in line with the Shropshire Local Plan
· In adherence with national planning policies
Re-cap of progress up to March 2016:
· Application made to have Woore Parish (Woore, Irelands Cross, Pipe Gate and Bearstone) the designated Neighbourhood Plan Area made by the Parish council – September 2015
· Application approved by Shropshire Council – Feb 2016
· Neighbourhood Planning team formed just over 12 months ago following publicity and open village meeting in Spring 2016 – combination of Parish Councillors and representatives from the local community
Report for last 12 Months
This period has seen significant progress in developing the Neighbourhood Plan by the Neighbourhood Planning team.  Last summer was spent researching what can actually be achieved with a Neighbourhood Plan and whether to actually progress with producing a Neighbourhood Plan, this involved meeting Shropshire Council and external consultants and the teams own research, including researching what other communities have done or are doing.
A decision was made in August 2016 to progress in preparing a plan and significant progress has been made since that point in time.  Key achievements:
· Obtained grant from Neighbourhood Planning and Buildings Programme;
· Appointed Consultants to support the team in preparing the Neighbourhood Plan – Lucy Hughes from the Cheshire Community Action Group;
· Promoted work of the Woore Neighbourhood Planning Team (Woore NPT) at the School Fete in September 2016 – thanks to the local people that provided prizes for the raffle: The Village Shop, Coopers Arms, Falcon Pub, Festival Drayton;
· Agreed a high level project Plan that has a completion timetable of Spring 2018.  All Plans before they finalised have to be voted on by the local community, so aiming to do this in May 2018, but there is a lot to do prior to then!
· October to December prepared, distributed and collected and analysed a short questionnaire;  
· Based on the results from the questionnaires developed a draft vision and objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan;
· Held a drop in meeting on 27th February as a forum to feed back the results of the short questionnaire to the Parish;
· Started planning to prepare a longer questionnaire with the objective of obtaining more detailed feedback from the community on the key issues/ themes that were raised in the short questionnaire;
· Objective to issue the long questionnaire in April/ May;
· Provided regular updates in the Church magazine and wider publicity in some of the local papers;
· Obtained supporting evidence that will support some of the planning policies in the Neighbourhood Plan;
· Raised visibility of key events through the use of banners;
· In February also provided feedback as part of Shropshire Councils request on feedback for the Local Plan Review.
The meaningful progress that has been made in the last 12 months is due to the dedication of the core committee of the Woore NPT.  This has settled down to comprise a core team of 11 people, 2 of which are Parish Councillors, and I would like to record my thanks to all members of this committee for their contribution.  We also have a database of over 40 people who have expressed an interest to help at various points along the way, which I’m sure we’ll be calling on soon to help with the distribution and collection of the questionnaire.
Next steps after the long questionnaire are actually writing the Plan and developing the resulting planning policies.
If anyone would like to get involved do not hesitate to contact me, or email info@woorenpt.org.uk, or log an interest via the website http://www.woorenpt.org.uk/.
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