

MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes of meeting held on 7th April 2026 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Katherine Grimston (KG) (Acting Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC). 
In attendance:- 
District Cllr Grace Conway-Murray (GCM) and one member of the public.
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from County Cllr Will Boucher-Giles, District Cllr Nigel Simpson (NS) and Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair).    
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in VHMC matters.  KG and JB declared an interest in flooding matters.   
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 3rd March 2026 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the minutes on the web.  

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

GCM reported that the budget had been passed.  Cllr Barry Wood (BW), who has been a leading member of the District Council for many years, is standing down at the coming election and a goodbye and thank you was held, which was a really lovely event.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.37)

No issues were raised.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.  
6.  MATTERS ARISING (19.38)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to give KG’s details to the rabbit cull provider.  (iii)  The sports club to be given permission to fence off the spinney provided the fence comes down after every match rather than being semi-permanent, proposed JB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (iv)  The placement of two donated tables near the pavilion to go ahead, with a proviso that care should be taken to litter pick around them thoroughly, proposed ST, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  (v)  The PC gratefully accepts the offer of a third table, which will be placed in the play area close to the existing tables there, proposed ST, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (vi)  JB is to look at the two trees that are obstructing the new sight screens.  (vii)  SC is to let the club know this and to resend the email with photos from the club to JB.          
6.02
Spinney Developments  Matters were discussed.            

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  JB is leaving the PC but is happy to keep the remaining trees heeled in on her land until autumn.  (iii)  the sticks piled in the spinney after the recent clearing party will need to be chipped, but this will need to be postponed as a blackbird is currently nesting there.  This will be done by a party of village volunteers to be arranged at a later date.

6.03
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a detailed discussion.   

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The PC will try to carry out the work on the village approach before the election.  (iii)  ST will try to have a budget for the work in place by the May 5th meeting so that the expenditure can be voted on.  (iv)  ST and RB will continue to liaise with riparian landowners on issues of water movement into the village pond, as long as they are still councillors.  (v)  SC is to ask MKB to respond to the reply from Calum Miller MP’s office, the information given by OCC appears to be misleading and ST has provided ample email evidence to show this.  (vi)  A resident has again raised the matter of the Mere Rd bank, SC has again tried to liaise with OCC and will continue to do so.  
6.04
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing has been heard from HS2


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  To note the position.  .
6.05
Funding for Play Area fence  The list of previous funding has been submitted with a request for funding.                    

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  To note the position.                  
6.06
Speeding  The issue was discussed.  It is too early to tell if the new sign has had an impact.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  The PC will monitor the situation and see if it improves.   
6.07
VAS Signs  This issue was discussed.    

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to continue to liaise with GCM as to dates.      

6.08
.gov.uk Website and Emails  The issue was discussed.        


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  As all Cllrs are leaving the council the emails will need to be closed down.         

6.09
Problem Vehicles  The matter was discussed.    


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  ST and RB are to approach the resident in question.  
6.10
Overgrown signs  Possible signs for submission were discussed.

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  RB is to clean the Fulwell Rd sign himself, as he and ST cleaned the Cross Tree signpost when they straightened it last month.    
6.11
Newsletter  This was produced.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  A new newsletter may be needed to promote the APM.    

6.12
Street lamps  A problem with ‘day burners’ has been reported.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  RB to continue to monitor the lamps as there are now reports that they are not working at all, despite having been reported ‘fixed’ by fix-my-street.  
6.13
Spring Clean  This went well with 10 attendees.  A good collection of waste was carried out.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC to contact a local landowner and ask that broken glass etc be cleared from the land, as it is accessible to children, and ask if the land could possibly be fenced.

6.14
Gated Road Dog Bin  This has now been cleared.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.
6.15
Christmas Lights  Many of the strips in the Cross Tree were damaged in a vehicle collision last month.


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  JB and RB are to check the remaining strips and order more as required, up to a sum of £100, proposed ST, seconded MK, carried unanimously.
6.16
Councillors Standing Down  There are now no current councillors continuing in post.  SC has taken all advice from Democratic Services and OALC.  Tingewick PC have kindly given permission for SC to ask for candidates in Tingewick, as it lies within 3 miles of the parish.  

Resolved  (i)  All councillors agree to give support to the new PC, if a quorate body is elected.  (ii)  SC is to explain the possible future outcome for Finmere PC if less than three candidates are forthcoming to the village at the APM.
7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.15)
The quarterly financial reports for January to March were presented.  The year end bank reconciliations were presented and signed.  Internal controls for March were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid except for SLCC membership renewal, this has been submitted but is waiting for process. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and any arriving since, was presented and signed.     
It was reported that there was £15,118.58 in the Treasurer Account and £5,423.47 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The details of transactions in January and February are shown in previous minutes.

The following had been received during March:

£142.62 from Sports Club – quarterly insurance contribution

£142.62 from Sports Club – quarterly insurance contribution

£1.00 from Tingewick PC – regularisation of assets – transfer of dog bin ownership

(It would appear that the Sports Club bank has paid the direct debit twice in error.  SC is liaising with the Sports Club to sort this out).

The following had been paid out during March:

£374.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website) Feb payment

£20.99 to Hugo Fox (c/o Go Cardless) (General admin – email costs – pcm subscription)

£228.00 to OALC (General admin – membership subscription)

£11.99 to Hugo Fox (c/o Go Cardless) (General admin – internet costs – pcm subscription)

£74.48 to Richard Billingham (Running costs – reimbursement for speed signs)

£72.60 to HMRC (General Admin – income tax)

£354.00 to Stevens Landscape (Running costs – grass cutting)

£14.87 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website – SO correction) 

£374.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website) March payment

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – Salary/expenses/allowances/tax – April - £461.72 (LGA 1972 S112)

CDC – Half yearly charge for dog bin emptying - £302.02 (Running costs)

Stevens Landscape Management – Grass cutting - £354.00 (Running costs)

Community First – Membership renewal - £55.00 (General admin) 

J Brooks – tree planting costs reimbursement - £376.17 (Running costs)
Three more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.

Hugo Fox – direct debit for .gov.uk emails – £20.99pcm (General admin)

Hugo Fox – direct debit for website - £11.99pcm (General admin)

Npower – electricity - £6.95 (Running costs)

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to accept and approve the bank reconciliations.  (iii)  To approve payment of invoices.      
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.40)
There have been no requests for S137.  The APM date had been decided under urgent business.       
Resolved (i) To note the position.    
9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.41)
Concerning developments on site operation and odour were again discussed.      
Resolved (i) SC to again remind people on social media to report any odour problems.  (ii)  SC is to discuss the EA situation with MKB so that a response can be organised under urgent business.  (iii)  SC is to forward a synopsis of the situation to GCM.
10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.51)
JB has reported that she has walked the playing field this month and reports that, while there are a lot of rabbit holes on the perimeter, the pitch does not seem too badly affected.  Other matters were discussed.              
Resolved (i)   To note the position.  
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.01)
One new resident is known of this month.                     

Resolved (i) MK is to give the new resident a welcome letter.      
12.  PARISH CLERK HOURS DIARY (21.03)
The hours for the quarter, and for the year as a whole, were lower than last year, but overall the figures even out.  Also, not every small amount of work that is done is logged, so over a year the hours work out well.  
Resolved  (i)  To note the position.  

13.  AGENDA FOR APM (21.07)
The matters concerning the village were discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To put an item on the agenda about the current situation at the landfill.  (ii)  SC to invite the Parish Footpath Warden from Syresham to talk about his activities.  (iii)  MKB should mention the issue with the bridleway bridge in his Chairmans report.  (iv)  If the PC will not be quorate after the election the probable outcome should be explained.

14.  REVIEW OF PROCEDURES, INTERNAL CONTROLS/AUDIT (21.20)
These matters were reviewed.  

Resolved  (i)  To approve and adopt the procedures, internal controls and risk assessment, proposed ST, seconded MC, carried unanimously.

15.  INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT, COMPLETION OF EXTERNAL AUDIT (21.30)
The internal auditor is away at the moment and SC is still compiling year end documents.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the May 5th APM, when it can be signed off after the main meeting has been concluded.  

16.  SCHEME OF DELEGATION (21.32)

This is a means for the Clerk to be able to deal with the urgent business of the PC during any period when for any reason the PC is not able to carry out this business.  If the PC is inquorate after the election this will prove invaluable, but it is a standard provision put in place by many PC’s.
Resolved  (i)  The PC votes to put the scheme into governance proposed JB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC is to post this document on the web.

17.  SCHEDULE OF REGULAR PAYMENTS (21.42)

The schedule of regular payments for the coming financial year was presented.  As it is possible the PC may be inquorate the schedule includes the insurance payment which will need to be made in June.

Resolved  (i)  To adopt and sign the schedule proposed KG, seconded ST, carried unanimously.

18.  PRE-ELECTION PLANNING (21.50)
The current duties and items held by each councillor are discussed, with a view to maintaining things until a new PC is established if the PC is inquorate after the election or of handing over smoothly if a quorate PC is elected.

Resolved  (i)  MK agrees to continue as a volunteer looking after the defibrillators for the time being.  (ii)  KG and RB will continue to store the Silent Soldiers for now, although SC will need to check with the insurers.  (iii)  ST hands over the grass cutting contract folder to SC.  (iv)  ST will ask the contractors to send future bills to SC direct; he is still willing to carry out a check of the work for the time being.  (v)  ST will send the playground inspection reminder letter to SC when it arrives.  (vi)  JB will organise any S137 claims for the Tuesday Teas by the May 5th APM.  (vii)  All councillors will put useful contact details and all archive paperwork for their various specialities into folders for SC at the APM.  (viii)  SC is to look into the costs of hiring a safe deposit box for the PC deeds, proposed ST, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (ix)  ST is concerned about the upcoming mower service, which will be due in the autumn.  He will look into costs so that this may be agreed at the May 5th APM if the PC will not be quorate.  (x)  MC confirms that she has been doing the weekly inspections of the play area as her friend is no longer able to.  The matter of a play area inspector being needed will be raised at the APM.  (xi)  JB will continue to store the milestone as the restoration is to be soon.  (xii)  JB will continue to store the PC’s road salt for the time being.
19.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.25)

25/02529SCH17/2502532SCH17 – HS2 – Land at Premier Aggregates – permitted

26/00515/AGN – Tile House Farm – lean-to – prior approval not required

SE/S247/6133 – HS2 - diversion of Finmere Bridleway 4 – application withdrawn

20.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.30)
Correspondence for meeting 
None
Emails printed 

Issues already covered on the agenda
Contact email through website about rabbit cull – see below
Bus Service review – see below
Salt bin query – see below
Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda
Local government reorganisation update – for info

Road closure notices – for info

CDC invite to planning (large developments) training – see below
Paralympic spring newsletter – for info

OALC March newsletter – for info

Bucks reply on condition of land opposite Red Lion – see below
MAID petition on housing – for info

Resident email about bank in Mere Rd – see below
Usual reports – for info 

Resolved (i) SC explained the reason for the cull but confirmed that the PC had not organised a cull on the land mentioned in the email.  (ii) The PC is very concerned that the bus service will be cut.  SC is to put news of this on the village Facebook page and ask if anyone is planning a petition.  (iii)  SC is to pass the email trail of this matter to GCM and the PC will continue to chase this up.  (iv)  The PC feels it is a shame this training was not being offered to new councillors after the election as it would be very useful.  (v)  This reply, explaining that no action was to be taken, did not seem very helpful, given the state of the land at present.  (vi)  SC will continue to pursue this matter with OCC.

21.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.40)
Risk Assessments  ST points out that the remaining risk assessment sheets need to be returned by the APM.

Village Fair  This is to take place on Sunday May 3rd, all cake donations are welcome.
Pop up Pub  This is continuing and is proving very successful.

House Pipe  There is a house in the village with a drainpipe which feeds straight into the road.
Resolved  (i)  SC asks all councillors to complete their sheets by May 5th.  (ii)  The PC hopes that the fair will be a great success.  (iii)  The PC is glad to see the pop up pub thriving.  (iv)  It is not felt that the drainpipe is contravening any regulations.

22.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.43)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday May 5th 2026 which will be the APM.    
MK apologises for the May APM meeting.

At this point KG left the meeting, MK assumed the Chair and Item 6.03 Flooding was then addressed.  

Meeting closed at 22.54.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
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