

 
STURTON AND STOW NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN GROUP


Notes
of the meeting held at 
7pm Monday 12th November 2018
in 
Sturton Old Schoolroom.


Present: 	Mel Banham (Chair), Gordon Bruce, Pam Duncan, Carol 			Gilbert, Chris Grinham-Green, Carl Hawke, Ben Irving, 			Paula Justham, Norman Read, Dennis M Taylor, Phil Turney, 		Clive Thompson, Rosalind Watson

Apologies:	Anne Taylor, Lorraine White

7pm      	
Confirmation of the decision of Sturton Parish Council on awarding the      contract

Mel confirmed that OpenPlan have been appointed consultants for the Neighbourhood Plan and welcomed their representatives and also Ian Marshman of Lincolnshire County Council, to the meeting.

Meeting with the newly appointed consultants OpenPlan: Simone Landucci and John Bayes

Apologies received from James Green. 

At Mel’s request, Simone briefed the meeting on the following:

Stages involved in preparing a Neighbourhood Plan

1. Initial engagement strategies. OpenPlan (OP) work with Community Lincs (CL) who will produce and evaluate a questionnaire for us. Feedback from that will inform the vision and overall objectives for the Plan and the planning policies needed. Each policy has to be supported by evidence.
2. Developing an evidence base –
· Neighbourhood Profile
	The Neighbourhood Profile involves defining the 		character of the parishes not just in terms of the 			buildings, but also other features of the environment eg 	community facilities, rights of way, travel to work routes etc.
· Green space assessment
	The Green Space Assessment will include a list of what 		we want to protect. Polices will cover areas designated 		as green spaces; heritage buildings including those that 		may not be listed but which we consider important; 			protecting views over countryside or towards the villages.

          OP will provide the methodology for a series of 	walkabouts. Evidence 	is collected through community assessment using templates provided 	by OP and which will help to engage the community more. 
3. Building blocks for policies. 
a) The draft plan will be drawn up; it can only address land use and land management, but there will be other issues raised by residents     and these can be incorporated in an appendix covering community  aspirations and may be helpful in obtaining future funding.
b) There will be a Regulation 14 consultation with residents and various authorities and agencies including WLDC, LCC, Heritage England and Anglian Water. It lasts 6 weeks and OP will help with this and we will need to:
· collect comments
· amend the Plan
· prepare for submission to WLDC, which includes a Basic Condition Statement (prepared by OP) and a Consultation Statement) prepared by OP based on the information we provide of our consultation and engagement events
c) Submission to WLDC with a view to them deeming the Plan ‘made’ (approved) and it becoming part of the framework. There will be a Regulation 16 consultation when any amendments made are on the basis of conflicts with national or regional plans/policies.
d) WLDC will send to the Independent Inspector for comments and a recommendation to:
· go to referendum
· amend and go to referendum
· recommend that the Plan does not proceed
e) Referendum

Simone pointed out that the major part of our work will be 	in stages   1 & 2 with some in Stage 3.

4.	Process for gathering the evidence base – what is required and who needs to do what.

	a)	  Questionnaire will be compiled and evaluated by Community  	   	  	  Lincs, OP’s partner. A next stage would be further discussion 	  	  	  with CL.
  b)          Walkabouts. We will need to identify character areas and describe things such as buildings typology, materials used, curtilage, separation from the public environment, street layout, trees (including those needing protection), benches, width of walkways, recreational areas, hedgerows, community facilities, historical sites etc.. It is a description of what is rather then what might be. Change can be achieved through development and the Plan can be used to affect the nature of 106 agreements and can attract a 25% levy to Parish Councils to effect improvements rather than the usual 15%. OP template will be available to guide us on this and there will be a tutorial delivered by OP.
  c) 	Run events to prepare for the above including having detailed maps of the area; hold the walkabouts and take lots of pictures; reconvene to review findings; digitize the data; send to OP who will draw conclusions for the policies. Mel reported that 5 x A1 maps of the plan area were kindly provided by Nev Brown at WLDC.
	Carl will arrange for an A0 copy of the map Mel has received from Nev Brown. Mel to obtain a pdf version.


5.	Timetable and actions
			
a) 	Maintain engagement and maintain a record of it. 	
	Gordon will provide OP will the record of what we have done so far.
b) OP recommend googledrive is used to establish a 	central place for documents accessible to both OP and ourselves.
	Gordon will set up.
c)    	Questionnaire – managed by Community Lincs and will be prepared online. With our help they will leaflet houses and will also enable a drop-in event.  We need a meeting with Janet.                         Simone will contact Janet and ask she makes contact with Norman and Gordon with a view to attending our meeting.
d) There are a number of forthcoming opportunities for communication and engagement: 
· Sturton Newsletter is due to be delivered the third week in January with a deadline of 12th December for articles. We can submit an article, but it was also suggested that the network of distributors be used to deliver the questionnaires at the same time. However, it became apparent, when we sent out our last leaflet, that there were some gaps so these will need filling.  The questionnaires could give three options for submission: completing online, dropping off at central points eg Stow Minster or Sturton Market (2nd February) or other daylight locations. A telephone number to ring to ask for collection to be considered. It was suggested that we should be aiming for at least a 25% return.
	Mel will talk to Gill Gillbank the coordinator of the Sturton newsletter
	Simone will clarify with Janet if this timescale is feasible.
· Stow will make its own arrangements for distribution
	Paula to organise.
· If possible we will attend the forthcoming Christmas Markets: 
Stow Minster 12-3pm Saturday 24th November (Mel, Carl and Pam) 
Sturton Christmas Market pm Saturday 1st December  (Gordon,      Ben and Mel)
If possible we may ask to participate in the School Christmas Fair.  
Mel to enquire about these.
· It was felt it might be helpful to have sample questionnaires available at these events and posters outlining the process   Gordon will liaise with Janet on this.
Carl will arrange for an A zero copy of the map Mel has    received from Nev Brown..          	
· Utiilise social media eg Sturton and Stow Facebook pages; websites and blogs of local organisations as well as our own website. We need to think about approaching the relevant contacts with periodic articles and progress reports. Sites include: Neighbourhood Plan Group, Village Hall, Stow Minster, History Society, Sturton and Stow Show, School. Stowfunraisers, Youth Club as well as the Parish Councils. 
e)	We need to consider ways of communicating with local businesses.
f)	A follow up event.

 	Mel thanked Simone and John and they left the meeting. We will next meet with them for the tutorial prior to the walkabouts.


8.15pm	
Meeting with Ian Marshman, Historic Environment Officer, Lincolnshire County Council

Ian is a member of the Places Team. He looks at planning applications and their impact on historic aspects of the area. He can make recommendations, but not decisions. As and when our Plan is made he will be using it in the future to inform his comments.  He believes Plans are important in areas such as ours, which are not conservation areas. 
His observation, having seen a lot of plans, is that many are not strong on heritage. 
He would advise that we ask about historic elements early in the process and he can provide us with maps of all known historic elements in our area, examples of which he brought with him, and they have a range of different records including old newspapers. He advises that we create a list of ‘locally listed’ buildings that are not officially listed, but are of value to the community. 
In terms of identifying sites for development, Ian could advise on those that might have archaeological significance. 
He would advise that we might want to identify a number of character areas within Sturton and Stow given the variation, as well as one area that will be largely farmland and then smaller villages/hamlets such as Bransby and Coates. 
He can help with information before the walkabouts regarding buildings and archaeological features below ground.
He mentioned two websites, which may be of interest:

www.lincstothepast.com
and www.heritagegateway.org.uk 

Mel thanked Ian for his contribution. 

Ian will attend a future meeting to brief us in more detail.
Carl will retain the maps for future reference.



Business Meeting
		

1.  Notes of the meeting held on 11th October
	  Agreed

2.    Matters arising not otherwise on the agenda

2.1         Youth Club
	 	    Gordon will attend the Youth Club Committee meeting on our behalf 	    on 21st November.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
  3.	   Budget						Carol Gilbert
        Carol reported that the only change from the spreadsheet was an invoice    for the extra printing for the Show.


4. Central Lincolnshire Plan		      Mel Banham
	     If people had not already done so, Mel recommended that 	  	     everyone take a look at it.


5.	Budget Red Book

4.63 New discounted homes in up to 500 neighbourhoods – The government 
wants to see parishes and communities provide many more homes for local 
people to buy, at prices they can afford. The Localism Act allows the people 
 who know their area best to come together to prepare neighbourhood plans 
and development orders, to ensure they get the right homes, in the right 			      places. 
The government will provide £8.5 million of resource support so that up to 			      500  parishes can allocate or permission land for homes sold at a discount. 
 Neighbourhood plans and orders are approved by local referendums, and 
 the government will update planning guidance to ensure that these cannot 
 be unfairly overruled by local planning authorities. The government will also 
 explore how it can empower neighbourhood groups to offer these homes
first to people with a direct connection to the local area. (35)

We wanted to know more about this and how one might apply. We 	     reasoned the CL would know. 
Pam will ask Janet Clark for clarification.
	 

6.            Date and time of next meeting

	7pm   Thursday 13th December 2018 
in 
      the Old Schoolroom, Sturton by Stow

	     Apologies from Norman Read. 
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