North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting
held in St Aidan’s Community Centre, Brunton Park
on Wednesday 21st May 2025

Present: Councillor Agnew (Chair)
              Councillors Duell, Henning, Loftus, Mears, Rawling and Spencer                            
 
In attendance:  I Humphries             - Clerk
                         P Jaques                 - Brunton Park Scout Group
                         D Partington

	1.


	Apology for absence
An apology for absence was received from councillor Linfoot.


	2.
	Report of the Parish Council

	


3.  









4.     
	The Chair presented the report outlining the activities of the Parish Council over the previous year. The Report was formally received
          
Report of the Brunton Park Scout Group
Peter Jaques was present to give a report on the activities of the Scout Group over the last year, and the congoing challenges faced, particularly the shortage of adult volunteers. He also outlined the national Transformation currently being undertaken by the Scout Association, aimed at improving adult training, safety and programming.

The Chair suggested the Parish Council could offer grant aid where appropriate 

Public Participation
There were no issues raised under this item.

The meeting closed at 7.09pm
         

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
held in St Aidan’s Community Centre, Brunton Park
 on Wednesday 15 May 2024

Present: Councillors Agnew, Duell, Henning, Loftus, Mears, Rawling and Spencer.

In Attendance: I Humphries - Clerk
                        P Jaques      - Brunton Park Scout Group
                        D Partington

                        


	1.


2.




3.
	Apology for absence
An apology for absence was received from councillor Linfoot.

Appointment of Chair
 
        Resolved: Councillor Henning be appointed Chair of the Parish 
                           Council for the ensuing Municipal Year 

Appointment of Vice Chair
 
        Resolved: Councillor Rawling be appointed Vice Chair of the Parish 
                           Council for the ensuing Municipal Year



	4.


5.
	Issues raised by members of the public
There were no issues raised.

Ward Councillor Update
There was no update provided.



	6.
	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 16th April 2025 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


	7.
	Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
· The tree survey in respect of the Scout Hut area had been completed with no major works to be undertaken.
· Councillor Rawling undertook to report the hole in the speed cushion.
· The rubbish on Hilton Green had been removed.
· The Village Green sign on Hilton Green needed repair.


	9.








	Financial Matters
Members approved the following –

(a) The Annual Governance Statement for the year ending 31 March 
            2025    
(b)  the Certification of Exemption 2024-25      
(c) The end of year accounts 2024/2025 were approved


	10.
	Correspondence
There was nothing to report


	11.
	Member Portfolio Updates
Great Park 
· litter pick on Melbury was undertaken and seen as an ongoing task. 
· A meeting with the Consortium was provisionally planned for June.
Grounds maintenance
· It was suggested that part of Hilton Green be allowed to grow wild rather than the grass being cut on a regular basis. Members were cautious about this proposal and felt it better to cut the grass as normal.
HMOs
· It was agreed to discuss this topic at the next meeting when councillor Linfoot would be present. 

	
12.















	
Planning Matters
The Parish Council was consulted on the following issues. 
	2025/0655/01/TPO
	Land at Rotary Way east of The Fold: works to protect trees
	No objection

	2025/0602/01/HOU
	4 Layfield Road: erection of single storey extension to side and rear, porch with sloped roof to front and widening of existing driveway following part removal of wall
	No objection

	2025/0645/01/HOU
	16 Clinton Place: erection of single storey wrap around extension to side/rear, porch to front and pitch roof to existing side extension
	No objection

	2025/0564/01/HOU
	16 Brackenpeth Mews: erection of single storey extension to rear, garage extension with pitched roof to side and bay window with roof extension to front.
	Defer decision





	13.
	Police Matters
Motor bikes were causing a nuisance at too of Brunton Lane.


	14.
	Issues raised by Parish Councillors
· The 4 new trees were now established
· Trees around the play area on Lincoln Green were in a poor condition and may need replacing next year.
· Two shallow trenches had appeared across Lincoln Green where the Northumbria Water work had been undertaken some years previous.
· The meeting between Parish Councils and the City Council scheduled for end May had been cancelled. The next scheduled meeting was to be in November.
· A meeting to review the City Council Planning pricess and systems had been attended by councillors Agnew and Rawling via TEAMS. It was noted that some Parish Council reps had been present in the room at the Civic Centre. Councillor Agnew indicated he would be making a complaint regarding this arrangement.
· A request had been received from residents for permission to provide a bench seat by the play area, Walkworth Woods. Members agreed that this was a good idea but indicated that the land was owned by the Consortium and therefore permission would need to be sought from them.
· With regard to the field adjacent to the B1348, the wall had been repaired but burning of sofa’s had been noted on the site. It was agreed that this be monitored and reported to Envirocall if occurred again.
· Councillor Agnew had prepared a letter to the City Council planning officer regarding HMO’s and planning procedures. Members agreed that the letter be sent.


	15.
	Date of next meeting

18th June 2025 at 7.30pm




