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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th March 2008 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, P Lyon, D Chesson, D Pennyfather, Borough Cllr M Burgess, Rob Perfitt Community Warden, 10 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

1541.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  None

1542.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1543.
Apologies and reason for absence:     

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1544.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th February 2008:  

1545.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report

1546.
To consider the following Planning Applications:  Plans had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the start of this meeting.

i)08/00201/AS  Pennystocks – Replace single garage and shed with new double garage -  Cllrs

agreed to Support this application.

ii)08/00247/AS  15 Poplar Road – Creation of a new vehicular access – After a full discussion Cllrs agreed to Object to this application.

1547.
To confirm method of securing new benches to be placed in the Cemetery and Village Green:  Confirmed that this will be by posts set in concrete at no extra cost to the Council. 

1548.
To confirm the appointment of the Emergency Co-ordinator:  Confirmed as Mrs Miriam Lewis.  Clerk to investigate other Councils methods of setting this up.  Volunteers will be asked for via an article in the Outlook on Oxney.

1549.
To consider quotation from Robert Pudan for clearing brambles around and within the Viburnam on the Village Green:  Quote of £180 accepted.  Removal of tree FOC.  Clerk to ask Robert to liaise with Phil Willcocks, Tree Warden, when deciding what to do about the tree.

1550.
To consider increasing monthly payment to Venus Cleaners:  Agreed to increase this from £91 per month to £100 as from 1st April 2008.

1551.
To discuss the process of reviewing the Clerk's job description:  The Chairman suggested that he go through this with the Clerk, amend as and where necessary and bring to the next meeting for ratification.  Agreed.  This should then become an annual event.

1552.
Correspondence:


a)  Hester Deackes – request that the Parish Council consider restoring the finger post at the top of Swan Street.  Mrs Deackes believed that the finial set in concrete on the Triangle originally belonged to the finger post at the top of Swan Street.  Clerk had ascertained that this finial came from the finger post set where the Triangle is now.  It was understood that the finger post at the top of Swan Street had been damaged by a vehicle some years before and the present finial dates from that time.  It is also thought that the diameters of the posts were different.  Agreed not to take any action at present.


b)  Wittersham Village Hall Management Committee – Rat infestation in The Street.  Clerk had been in contact with ABC Environmental Health who didn't appear to believe that there was a problem.  Photographic proof indicated otherwise.  Agreed that Clerk should write in the strongest terms that ABC take action immediately.  Cllrs agreed that the article requesting 
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parishioners sightings, as circulated to Cllrs by Cllr Lewis, with additional information, should be included in the Outlook on Oxney.


c)  ABC – Organising a Community Clean-up – Agreed to keep this on file at present.


For noting only

d)  KCC – Highway Services – PIPKIN Guidance document now available to view and download from the Kent.gov.uk website plus Speed Management in Kent leaflet.

e)  ABC – Tenterden Improved Project Newsletter

f)  KCC Transport Integration – Subsidised Local Bus Services

g)  Kent Air Ambulance Trust – Letter of thanks for donation plus invitation to visit their headquarters.

h)  ABC – Pro Forma raised for £1335 for Street Cleaning

i)  The Church of St. John the Baptist – Note of thanks for donation.

Previously Circulated

j)  Kent Police Parish Forum – Minutes of 12/12/07      k)  Clerk & Councils Direct     l)  Local Council Review     m) Oast to Coast – Winter 07      n) Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Rural News No. 86     o)  KALC – Minutes of 6/2/08     p) Kent BTCV – Ashford Borough Veteran Tree Project      q)  KCC – Kent Minerals Development Framework 

1553.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning for February £91.  Authorised


ii)
HM Revenue & Customs – Paye Mth 11  £52.80  Authorised

iii)       British Gates (Timber) Ltd – Invoice for 2 benches inscribed as agreed £941.05 plus VAT


£1105.73.  £941.05 being monies collected, already banked.  Authorised

iv)
Adrian Cooper – reimbursement for Web Hosting for Village Website £54.97 plus VAT 
£64.50.  Authorised, this had been agreed previously.

v)
Clerk's expenses from 9/9/07 to 29/2/08 £94.85.  Authorised

1554.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance -  Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.


b)
Planning 




Decision received from Ashford Borough Council




08/00189/AS Land south of Sewage Works and Blackwall Road – To erect a 


livestock barn to house cattle in winter months.  Portal frame construction.  -  


Application to Determine whether Prior Approval is required for the Details of




Agricultural Development – This procedure is inappropriate & Planning




Permission is required.  

 
c)
Highways & Footpaths – Request that PCSO be asked to put cones along the road when Funerals clash with School going home time.

d)
Open Spaces –  Cllr Lyon asked if it would be possible for the Wittersham Conservation Group to plant flowers in one of the flower beds on the Village Green.  Cllrs agreed.

e)
Cemetery – Clerk reported that she had received a request for four burials spaces together.  This has only been possible to grant by using part of the ground set aside for Cremations.  Agreed that Clerk should ask for quotes and recommendations from Kevin Perkins and Ray Pilcher for clearing the Cemetery Path.

1555.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies:  None

1556
Date of next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  not this month

1557.
Date of next full Parish Council Meeting:  8th April 2008

1558.
 Date of Annual Parish Meeting:  23rd April 2008
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1559.
Items for information:


i)  KALC – Parish News No. 330 – Nothing to note


ii) Burlite (War Memorial Restoration) Ltd – Letter of acknowledgement.  Work programmed for the summer


iii) KCC – Confirming £29.50 per cut for Coronation Field.

At this point the public were asked to leave

1560.
To discuss increasing the Clerk's hours:  Minutes in Confidential File

The meeting closed at 21.02hrs

