


ARDINGTON AND LOCKINGE PARISH COUNCIL
A&L(2016)3
MINUTES of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Loyd Lindsay Rooms, High Street, Ardington, OX12 8PS at 8.06 p.m. on Tuesday, 17 May 2016.
Present:   Councillors:   Stewart Belcher, Amanda Ferguson, Helen McAlister and Derek Morrow. 
District Councillor, Michael Murray. PCSO, Denise Clements.
Clerk: Clive Knights.  
Member of the Public: Liisa O’connor.
Apologies: Ronald East, John Hedgecock County Councillor, Stewart Lilly (Report sent), School Governor Nicola Merry. 

1. Stewart Belcher was elected to the Chair of the Parish Council but he wished to give up the position shortly. He signed the Declaration.
2. There were no declarations of interest and no hospitality had been received or offered. There were no changes needed to Registers of Interests. 
3. Matters arising from the previous Annual Parish Meeting. Despite frequent emails over 4 months Liisa O’connor had not able to establish with Tim Stringer, Tree Officer, South and Vale that permission had been granted for the pruning of a Sycamore tree and an apple tree done before 16 January 2016.  The trees are behind the houses 9-11 Well Street, Ardington. The Parish Council agreed, ACTION 3.1 The Clerk should establish the position of Lockinge Trust which had commissioned the pruning, before considering an approach to South and Vale.   
4. Matters Arising from the Parish Council Meeting on 15 March 2016 and approval of the Minutes.  All the actions had been taken.  This agenda included an item to approve the payment of half the cost of the Clerk’s personal broadband and half of the Norton antivirus subscription which had been extended to the PC’s new computer.  The PC’s website was running without any set-up, hosting, domain or annual maintenance charges.  The PCSO did not have a fund for a defibrillator, only the promise of funding from The Boar’s Head, Sugar and Spice and the Lockinge Trust.  Applications for funding from SSE could be sought in September.  The water leak at Home Farm had been repaired.  The hedge trimming work requested had not been done. The Minutes of this meeting were accepted by Parish Councillors as a true record and signed by the Chair.
5. Reports.  
District Councillor, Michael Murray stated that the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) replaced 106 funding.  For Crab Hill just 5 projects had been authorised which would proceed after the Local Plan has been adopted.  These include the school, link road and improved junctions.  Crab Hill was not closely related to Lockinge even though it would be built on Lockinge Parish land about a mile from the village.  Science Vale funding would be used for improvements at Milton Interchange, Featherbed Lane, A417 cycle path, Harwell Site link road and Didcot Garden Town.  Leisure Centre improvements at Wantage and Abingdon were planned.  The Vale must cooperate with Oxford City to provide land for housing.  Up to 2031, 15,000 houses were planned for the 4 districts. 

PCSO Denise Clements reported thefts of expensive equipment such as a £45,000 generator from the road works at Milton and other thefts at Chilton.  Hare coursers at Alden Farm, Upton had been prosecuted.  Police time had been spent on the building collapse at Didcot Power Station, the drowning in the Thames at Culham and a search for a missing person on the Ridgeway.  Police forces in Oxfordshire and Hampshire had combined to reduce overheads and operate more efficiently.  Rural police forces did not have Tasers or armed response units (ARUs).  If needed they were imported.  ARUs collect returned guns.

Clerk’s Report.  The Clerk had reported to OALC that the website they financed was operating and accounted for how the money had been spent.  A Tesco bus passed through the Ardington High Street on Friday, 13 May at 09.30.  A search on the internet did not disclose the time table.  Anne Ackland would seek more information to put in Estate News.  The Clerk had circulated to Councillors emergency arrangements for the village.  An application on behalf of the Sports Club had been made for a Queen’s Birthday Grant and the Lord Lieutenant for Oxfordshire had been sent details of the event as requested.

6. Finance.  Parish Councillors, on the basis of the Council’s practices described in a note circulated with the agenda, approved ticking every item on the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1).  The Chair and Clerk signed and dated Section 1.  On the basis of the full accounts and an explanatory note, both circulated with the agenda, the Chair and Clerk signed and dated the Accounting Statement (Section 2).  With invoices presented Parish Councillors approved earlier payments made to Loyd Lindsay Rooms (£105.00 Ex 25) and two payments to White Horse Horticulture (Ex 1 £352.50 and £435.00, Ex 2).  Parish Councillors at the meeting approved against invoices payments to Zurich for Insurance for £695.71 (Ex 3)#, people supplying electricity to street lights in Lockinge (£144.00 Ex 4)#, to HMRC (£46.45 Ex3)#, Wantage Independent Advice Centre (£50.00, Section 137 payment) and the Clerk’s expenses £55.02.  ACTION 3.2 The Clerk to (a) arrange the Internal Audit and (b) make the outstanding payments marked by a # sign. 
7. Review of audit, risks and security.  This was circulated with the agenda.  Parish Councillors did not see any need to change the arrangements.
8. The Clerk’s Statutory Holiday Pay.  OALC’s guidance circulated with the agenda showed that the Clerk should have 33.48 hours of paid leave per year.  At £8.99 per hour this amounted to £25.08 per month.  This was to be added to the Clerk’s current gross pay per month of £232.25 giving total of £257.33 rounded to £257.50.  This was to allow a net pay of £206.00 and £51.50 income tax.  Parish Councillors approved this increase and signed a Standing Order for NatWest to pay the Clerk £206.00 on 5 July 2016 until further notice.  Back payments were to be ignored.  ACTION 3.3 The Clerk to submit the S.O. to NatWest.
9. Playground.  Inspection reports were circulated.  A seat around a table had been repaired.  Everything else was in order.  
10. [bookmark: _GoBack]Relief in Need.  The Parish Council agreed that the Clerk should remain their nominated Trustee on this charity.  ACTION 3.4 The Clerk to inform Relief in Need.
11. Items for Trumpeter.  ACTION 3.5 The Clerk to add the regular notice about the next Parish Council meeting.
12. Date of next meeting, 7.00 p.m. Thursday, 14 July 2016 in Loyd Lindsay Rooms, room 4, 

Signed as a true record, 



Chair		Date: 14 July 2016.        Distribution: Cllrs Stewart Belcher, Ronald East, Amanda Ferguson, John Hedgecock, Helen McAlister and Derek Morrow.  
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