Shilbottle Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Shilbottle Parish Council held on
Wednesday 10 November 2021 at 6.30 p.m.
In The Haven Community Room

	There were no members of the Public at the meeting

· Councillor Mrs Haddow welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave a summary of all the work undertaken by Councillors during the preceding month. Meetings had been held with Police, Homes for Northumberland, NCC groundworks and very satisfactory outcomes had been achieved. The bark for the play area had been delivered, the waste bins had been sited and sleepers etc. had been priced.
· Emails between the Rev. O Sullivan, Bob and Mary Bain, Gary Parnaby and The Friendly Frog had led to a programme for Remembrance Sunday. The Bugler and Piper are booked and the refreshments will now be undertaken by The Sports Club as Mrs Haddow is incapacitated.
Present at the meeting were : Councillor Mrs Haddow - Chair, Councillors Aitchison, Elliott, Huggins, Mrs Douglas, Mrs Robertson and Taylor. The Clerk Daniel Metcalf was in attendance.

· Apologies for Absence were received from Councillors Hood, Mrs Lewis, Taylor and County Councillor Thorne who will be attending Remembrance Sunday Service.

· There were no declarations of interest.

· Minutes of meeting held on 13 October 2021 were proposed seconded and passed unanimously.

· Matters arising for discussion were all under Agenda items

· Correspondence  -
Correspondence with NCC over SLA led to a meeting between Martin Duffy from NCC and Councillors Mrs Haddow,  Hood and Aitchison. Work on the Memorial Garden has now been completed and good links have been forged with Martin, Bill Pringle’s replacement.
Email and telephone conversations from Finance Department with regard cemetery rates. The Clerk and Chair had found the Senior Officer most helpful and the Chair was proposing that we accept his advice and pay the outstanding amount and continue fighting the cause before next year. The proposal was seconded and voted upon with six votes for and one abstention.
The Chair had sent a third letter Glen Sanderson Leader Northumberland County Council asking for information as to which cemeteries the County funds and what these specific costs are. She requested this information under the Freedom of information Act. She is awaiting a reply.
We have received confirmation from J.T. Dove that we now have an account with them.
· Emails Gary Parnaby and Bob Bains and Helen O’ Sullivan re Remembrance Sunday. Helen invited Parish Councillors to attend the 10 a.m. Service in Church for the 100 year anniversary of the installation of the large stained glass window. Councillor Mrs Robertson and County Councillor Thorne will be attending.

Finance: The following accounts  for October were approved,
Daniel Metcalf   wages/cemetery fees					£621.78
Alastair Kidd	-play areas	 					£120.00
· Alastair Kidd – grass cutting –  						£715.00
· Daniel Metcalf – stationery/postage					£49.57
MKM– bark for Welfare play area  - awaiting invoice			£1349.10
HMRC – PAYE								£70.22
Greaves Grindle – ACCOUNTS						£66.00
Cemetery Rates 							£186.58
Littlejohn, Auditors							£240.00

Incomings
October cemetery fees	( B B )							£200.00


· Pay review for Clerk was to be discussed before the next meeting
· Setting Precept for 2021/2022. A meeting of the Finance Committee will take place on Wednesday 24th at 1.00 p.m.
The Finances were proposed and seconded and passed unanimously.

Planning
None had been  received
Finance Committee  -  Meeting arranged to discuss wages, SLA, grass cutting contract, precept and Clerk’s wages ON Wednesday 24 November at 1.00 p.m.

·  Feedback on play areas - 			 Councillor Huggins to continue liaising  with Alastair Kidd, and he raised the securing of the new bins.  Feedback from Councillors Storey and Aitchison and Mrs Haddow on new bark and sleepers. 15 bags of bark had been delivered at a cost of £1349.10, the sleepers which are still to be delivered will be a further £900. It was unanimously agreed to go ahead with this purchase.

· Liaison with NCC				County Councillor Thorne/ Councillor Mrs Lewis.

Feed back from Chair who stated that Councillor Thorne had attended the last meeting and had given us a great insight into the workings of the County. He had cut back the ivy at the new bus shelter, had ensured dropped kerbs were on County  works Agenda, had spoken to County officials about GP Services in Shilbottle and he would be attending both Services in Shilbottle on 14 November.

· Update on involvement with police 		  	Councillors Mrs Haddow and Aitchison had met with Katy Gerrard and hopefully further involvement can be organised so she meets with all Councillors.

· Cemetery						The Chair reported on Telephone conversations with Rates Department and Land Registry. Hopefully the whole issue can be resolved before next April. If the County is continuing to financially support the larger town cemeteries, the payment of £73 annually to Shilbottle to assist with our costs is derisory.

· Bus Shelter						Councillors have continued to assess usage and any misuse. To consider placing on the Agenda for New Year a shelter at Widdrington Cottages funds permitting.

· Dog Fouling / Litter				All Councillors for designated areas. 

· Homes for Northumberland                             	Councillor Mrs Haddow and Aitchison gave a report on their discussions with Matthew Page. Events since the meeting have resulted in more vacant houses being let.

· Remembrance Sunday 				Councillors Mrs Haddow/Hood/Aitchison

Councillor Mrs Hood had ordered wreaths and had knit copious amounts of poppies for the cascade. Mrs Haddow had also been knitting feverously and had liaised with Bob Bain and Gary Parnaby.
Councillor Aitchison had been responsible for all work in Memorial Garden together with Mr and Mrs Haddow. A special thanks to Adrian for his plaque of poppies and to Brenda Taylor for her beautiful display at the bottom entrance to Shilbottle and the bus turning circle. She had also knit two banners for the Memorial Garden. The Chair will send a card of thanks. A huge thank you to Shilbottle Forum for their cascades of poppies.
Final arrangements  for November 14th were discussed. The Chair informed the Council that as she and other members of the Forum were unwell, the Council would be responsible for supplying refreshments this year. Kelly Mc Cann from the Sports Club would be taking charge of arrangements.

Dressing of Christmas Tree in Memorial Garden -      Councillors Taylor, Storey, Aitchison, Hood and Haddow. There were several suggestions of where to place a tree and the actual decorations. These would be discussed at the Jubilee meeting.

·  The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee			Councillor Mrs Haddow/ Hood/ Taylor / Douglas/ Lewis/ Storey to discuss their meeting and to present their ideas to Council.
· Councillor Mrs Haddow would run our ideas for funding street parties and a village celebration past Stephen Ricketts, the CEO of NALC. Further discussion would take place at 3.00 p.m. on 24th November in the Haven Community Room.

·  This concluded Agenda items.

· Items raised for future discussion by Councillors.

· Condition of the steps to the rear of the Farriers

· Poor visibility at Selby Road Junction

· Gravel path from Percy Road to Cemetery

· Chevron signage to be replaced at The Keepers

· Condition of House at exit from the village leading to Dean croft -is this now a safety issue.

· State of ditches after work by Gas Board.

The meeting closed at 7.30 p.m. The Chair thanked everyone for attending.

 

· THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING IS 8 DECEMBER AT 6.30 p.m. in The Community Room at the Haven.
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