


Shilbottle Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on
Wednesday 7 April 2021 at 7.00 p.m.
By wi-chat via  telephone link

Present: Councillor Mrs Haddow – Acting Chair, Councillors Burns, Elliott, Huggins, Councillors Mrs Hood, Mrs Lewis and Mrs Robertson.
Apologies for absence : Councillors T W Scott and D Aitchison
Absent ; Councillor Mrs Robson
Introduction by Clerk who gave an update on the Chair Councillor T W Scott who is still recuperating after a stay in hospital. He reminded Councillors of procedures and gave an account of current guidance from NALC.
Councillor Mrs Haddow welcomed everyone to the meeting and said she had spoken to the Chair and passed on the good wishes of the Council.
There were no declarations of interest.
Minutes of meeting held on 7 March 2021 were proposed and seconded and agreed unanimously.
The issue of speeding at Longdyke had been raised with Councillor Mrs Haddow by members of the public. She had passed on these concerns to County Councillor Trevor Thorne.
· Matters arising for discussion were covered by Agenda items.

· Correspondence  -
· There had been a great deal of correspondence re cemetery with undertakers with regard to updated cemetery charges and NCC taking responsibility for maintenance.
· Cemetery leaflets sent to all villagers. These had detailed rules and regulations and new charges from April 2021.
· Newsletter sent to all villagers. Every organisation had contributed to the magazine which had been very well received.
· Email from  Melvyn Kirby  regarding speeding at Longdyke had been forwarded to Councillor Thorne.
· Emails to and from Katie Gerrard, Northumbria Police asking for promised update. However the promised report for the meeting had not been received.
· 
Finance: The following accounts for March were approved.
Daniel Metcalf   wages/cemetery fees				£621.78
· Greensite Services	-grass cutting					£265.63
· Greensite Services –  caretaking					£480.00
· Alastair Kidd	-play areas	 					£120.00
· Paul Burns – cemetery computer					£619.98
· NCC – SLA								£6585.67
· Shilbottle Primary School -cemetery leaflets				£144.00
· Shilbottle Primary School – printing Newsletter			£810.00
· Shilbottle Forum – leaflet delivery					£120.00
· Daniel Metcalf – cemetery fees 					£50.00
· Greaves Grindle							£66.00
Incoming
No fees banked.
Councillor Mrs Haddow explained the charge from NCC for their Service Level Agreement 2020 – 2021, which was the second payment in this financial year. This was due to late invoicing in previous years and no payment was made 3 years ago and this has made the current situation as it is.  Councillors were fully aware of this situation and provision had been made for this payment in the current budget.
The finances were approved unanimously.
  Planning        
No plans had been received from NCC.
 Finance Committee  - feed back on meeting with Bob Hodgson, NCC attended by Councillors Mrs Haddow, Lewis and Robertson. The Clerk had emailed the proposals from NCC and Councillors found them to be very favourable. It was agreed to continue with the monthly road sweep. The Chair asked Daniel to sign the necessary forms and ask Bob Hodgson to add the cost of the road sweep.
 Feedback on play areas - 			 Councillor Huggins continues to liaise  with Alastair Kidd.  There were a few problems in securing a new handle for the swing, the wooden edging at The Welfare play area was broken and there was litter and dog dirt on the field. Alastair had removed dangerous remnants of waste bin at Middle Row and had painted the fence.
Liaison with NCC				County Councillor Thorne/Mrs Haddow. Mrs Haddow has continued to liaise with Councillor Thorne. She updated on drains over Hampeth and dropped kerbs in Shilbottle and speeding at Longdyke.
Update on involvement with police   	Councillors Mrs Haddow/Aitchison.  The expected monthly report had not been received.
Cemetery 		 Feed back on meeting with NCC  on taking over role of supervision of cemetery. Council to ratify these arrangements. Councillors agreed the schedule unanimously.

Bus Shelter					Councillors Mrs Robertson/Mrs Haddow.
Councillor Thorne had been met with one obstruction after another by members of NCC.  To comply with the latter’s specifications, the cost had virtually tripled. Councillor Thorne would meet the cost. Councillors were appalled by the lack of assistance from County and thanked Councillor Thorne for his input.

Dog Fouling / Litter				All Councillors for designated areas. Councillor Mrs Lewis to monitor. Councillor Mrs Lewis had written an article for the newsletter.
Homes for Northumberland                             Councillor Mrs Hood/Aitchison. Would contact Simon Crosswaite over the continuing number of unlet properties.
Newsletter					Councillors Mrs Haddow, Hood, and Lewis. 
A report had been received from all organisations therefore the letter was much larger than usual which resulted in higher Printing costs ,but these can be justified as no Newsletter has been published for almost 2 years. Thanks to School and Forum for printing and delivery.
Retirement of our village caretaker 		It was agreed to invite Clive to the May meeting.
Forthcoming elections – Notice has been posted on website and Notice Board in accordance with Local Govt Guidance.
The meeting ended at 7.35 p.m.

Date of next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 12 May following Local Govt. elections Provisionally the meeting will take place at 6.30p.m. for end of year procedures and Annual Meeting.


Daniel Metcalf, Clerk to Shilbottle Parish Council.
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