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Minutes of the Extra-ordinary Parish Council Meeting held remotely on 25th August 2020 at 18.30hrs
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic (Covid-19) from 23rd March 2020 all meetings held in a public place were cancelled.  Under new government regulations (S.1. 392: 2020) which came into force on 4th April 2020 meetings can take place remotely.
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, L Brown, C Sykes, Borough Councillor M Burgess, two members of the public & Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).

4175.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr G. Parkin, reason accepted and Steve Scheuregger who had registered to attend but was unable to.

4176.
(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors’ interests and related matters.  Cllr Sykes declared a Pecuniary Interest in agenda item 4.1 Minute no.  4178.1                  


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.

             (iii) This meeting may be recorded for publication.
4177.
To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 24th June 2020:  Confirmed as a correct record.  Signature to follow in due course.
At this point the meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix to these Minutes for a summary.       

4178.
Planning Applications:                                                                                                                                                                 
1.  20/00994/AS Poplar Farmhouse – New Garage (revision to garage location as approved under 20/00269/AS) After a full discussion it was agreed to object to this application.  The application form was incorrect and partially completed.  A lot of trees would be removed damaging the street scene.  It would have a detrimental impact on the grade II listed farmhouse.  Roof height is too high and the need for windows in the roof was questioned.

2.  20/01026/AS Palstre Court Farm Barn – Proposed conversion and alteration of existing garage to form studio and home office (part retrospective).  Cllrs had heard further information from the applicants during the public session and after a short discussion agreed to support this application.

4179.  
To agree the adoption of a computerised accounts package, Scribe, at an annual cost of £347 at present. Full details have previously been circulated to Councillors.  After a short discussion it was agreed to go ahead with this.

4180.
To consider the government proposals for minor changes to the current planning system and a subsequent root and branch replacement.  After a discussion it was agreed to await further clarity before proceeding.

4181.
To consider proposals at NALC and KALC for the adoption of a ‘standard’ Code of Conduct.   Cllrs heard reports of the LGA working on a draft Code of Conduct for their members who are all principal authorities.  The Localism Act 2011 requires all councils including parishes to adopt a Code of Conduct but allows all councils the opportunity to draft their own, subject to 
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certain minimum requirements.  This council adopted its latest version in May 2015.  When the LGA completes its work we will be in a position to consider whether we wish to make changes to ours.
4182.
To consider a proposal to purchase several trees to replace the ones given to us by Ashford Borough Council before the pandemic, which have not survived.   It was agreed, in principle, to purchase replacements.  After consultation Cllr Lloyd-Smith, our Tree Wardens, the Caretaker and Clerk will put forward to the Council, for consideration, 10 suitable tree saplings together with costings and sites where they can be planted. 

4183.
Correspondence:

Email from Steve Sheuregger re heavy goods vehicles in Swan Street. Clerk reported on correspondence she has had with KCC which is ongoing.

4184.
Payment Authorisations:


Clerk’s expenses 11th March to 24th August 2020 £88.92 Agreed.

4185.
Finance:

1.  1st quarter’s budget statement.  Noted.


2.  Monthly Transaction Statement.  Noted.

4186.
Date of Next Meeting:  to be advised.

The meeting closed at 19.51hrs. 

Appendix
Planning Application 20/01026/AS


The applicants gave further details on this application together with those for application number  20/01088/AS  which will be considered in due course. 

